
CAPTAIN COOK

CAN v<iii cuiiu' witli iiir in iii.ikc l)( liivc. tor u vi>it to Mtrric I'-iiff-

laiid ol' two liimdrcd viiii> .•i';-o- I would like to toll you u tiilf

of a l)ov iiaiiH'd JaiiUN Cook. Ilis liomr was a viTV liuiiiMi' one,

ill fail a (lav liifj,'^in on tlio Vorksliirc innor-. At this tiiiif (IT^iX) liis

paniit- wii-f vtrv poor and liolli .laiiics and lii^ lirotlicr liad few tiion;;li

of till' i^odd lliinj;> so many of us (njoy to-day. Hut wiicn .laiiifs \mi^

fjidil viar^ old his fatlu r s((un<l a luttt r jMi^itioii on a farm lu'ar the

viilaiii' of Ayton. 'I'ln re the

younjf lad attriidcd tlu" vll

\nirr school, where he worked

dilii4<ntly and -oon -titod

near the h-ad of his elas>.

Hut .school d.iNs Here over

all too soon, and .lames must

needs l.el|) his father and

older iirother with the farm

work until he had n'lown to

he ,1 sturdy l.id of seMiiteeil.

Nou it was the custom in

those (lavs to a|)prentice a

likelv liov to some trade-man.

•so that he could learn to do

useful work and fend lor

himself. Accordingly we now

find .I.iines walking- over the

moors to Staithes. a j)ictur-

es(|Ue lit lie Hshin^ villaerc.

"iiestliiif^' in a narrow cleft in

clill's," and aliout ten niii s

north of Whitl.y. Tiiore he enter. (! as clerk In a o-eneral .store.

His duties were many, and y.niiio t'ook worked with a will to please

his new master. Hut what he enjoyed most was to listen to the j;rizzled

old seamen who frKjueiitly sailid into the cove wiiich lay just l)elow'

the store itself.

The s.iiloriinn went their way hut the memories of their yarns

remained. How dull the store se( iiied some (lays I 'I'heii came ji mis-

understandiiii;- with the owner of the store. .Mr. Sanderson. So J.aiiies

decided to leave the little, sleepy fishing' village of Staithes and ff()

to Whithv. which was then a town and the centre of the North Sea

shipping-.

He now entered the employ of dohn Walker, wlio was eii<;-affe(i

in thr- eo.il tr.ide. On hoard a collier young James learned the many

wonderful thini^s that sai'ors of those days must know. Plow to splice

!i n>|)e. dew up the sails, read the c()m])ass. and iuMive the lead were

l)ut a few of the many tliiiis^ he must Ic/irn.


