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John W. Wilton, in the drlmto on the

•pppch from tho thron.-, Kibruaiy 2n<l, l'J2<).

•M reported in the Tclegrram February 3rd,

1920:

"Any jrovrmmrnt can paRd leKislation

in order to copo with existing conditions

and thrn let the l.srislation lie," said the

sp.akrr. "Appanntly the Norns Ciovci-n-

m.nt has no policy to cope with the pres-

ent situation which exists in Canada."

"The policv of the Norris Government,

aa announced by Premier Norris on

several occasions, was to ilo nothing, but

si- ati'l uail f>ir 111'' l.ad«i- c,f thi' revolu-

tion to call olT the strike. How can a

(fovernment be neutral when its authority

is attacked and its very be ng is chal-

lenged?" he asked.

"The hand writing is already on the

wall for the Norris a<lmini>tration," de-

clared .Mr. Wilton. "1 can see it and it

says: 'You have been iried and in the bal-

ance \(iu have been found wanting. Thy
kingdom hath departed from thee."

"

Speaking of the Industrial Conditions

Bill .Mr. Wilton rledared that it had been

mismanaged to the extent of useles.sness.

"What was the poliij ;.'ci<le<l upon and

followed bv this (lovernment while the

civil war was raging; while this alleged

con.spiracy to overthrow established

authority, including this government it-

self, was being cairud on? When the

Government was being pressed to ait, the

Premier himself made the statement (hat

his (iovrmmcnt i-ould ilo nothing until the

sympathetic .strike, the revolution was

over. If the Premier was right, assuming

the armies of the strike leaders were

revolutionary, th.'n the action of Lincoln

in crushing the nbclllon in IHti.'j was

wrong. That government should have

wailed until th.> nbcllion was over and the

southern eonfrderacy triumphant before

acting. How can a government b<> neutral

when its own authority is being chal-

lenKed and its very i'.\istence is attacked.

"In my opinion this Government contr'-

buted to a great degree in rendering the

.sympath.'tie strike pos>ibli> (1) by its

action in the closing days of last session

with reganl to the Industrial Conditions

Bill, when certain provisions necessary

for the protection of the public were

eliminated practically at the dictation of

the Red leaders of 'rbor; (2) by its failure

to organize the Joint Council of InduHry

before the .strike was declared and thus

f-v.^A f:-. hp.v:' :\ coniulete nuhlic investi-

gation before the outbreak of hostilities."

"Had th Ciovemm'nt aci-d as it should

hav.', the U.d leaders would have found

few followers," he said. "The general

public .-ufT.n<l in the recent general

strike and it was the duty of the Govera-

ment to take care of the rights of th«

public."

Itcmald \. Uoss. as reporte.l in the Tele-

gram. February 10th, 1920. in a debate on

the speech from the throne:

"If this Government had been alive to

the soriousness of the situation the out-

break here (referring to the strike in

Winnipeg) would not have been so

serious."

At a meeting of the Manitoba Liberal As-

sociation at the Liberal Club Uldg.. Notre

Dame Ave.. April 8th, '920. the foUowmg

resolution was passed:

"That the Norris-Johnson Government

has betrayed and forfeited its sacred tru>t

of the leadership of the Manitoba Liberal

party and merits the condemnation of the

electorate of this Province.

"Because it has sacrificed and violated

the true and great traditional principles

of Liberalism and becaust> it has been

recklessly inefficient and extravagant in

its administration.

"Be it resolved that the Manitoba Lib-

eral Association should nominate candi-

ilates in opposition to the Norris Govern-

ment."

M a meeting of the Dominion Labor

party on April Kith, 1920, the following

rc'solution was passed:

"When^as the Norris Government have

failed to carry out the progressive plat-

form on which they were elected, and

"\Vh 'Pas they have recklessly .s(iuan-

dered the public money, anil

"Whereas they have combined with the

mo.st reactionary forces of this country,

and
"Whereas they have served as tools

in the hands of those who resorted to the

nio>t autocratic and oppressive measures

known in history; and

"Wherea.s they have permitted the in-

fiingenieiit of provincial rights by hand-

ing over the adminisi ration of our courts

to the Lnion Covernment; and

"Whereas they have by their actions

proven to be real enemies of the people;

"Be it therefore resolved that this con-

vention of workers most . mphalically

condemns said government and deems it

to be the sacred duty of every 'iherty-

lovinr man and woman to combine at the

forthcoming_ election for the purpose _of

saving ihe i'luviiitt; Iiom tr.c.r .-,ar.;;;..


