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imparted, it can only he given after school
hours by a duly accredited minister or priest.
Can such a state of things continue ? Can
anything show more clearly the sadly benight-
ed condition of this great country. Only .lhe
Gospel can save it from, it moral degra'ion.
Oh, that the day of a great second reformation
were at hand !-C.H.

EGY'PT.-The Presbyterian Church bas
reason for special interest in the late war, and
for special gratitude that success has crowned
the efforts of our gailant troops. The Presby-
tery of Egypt was virtually extinguished by
the cruel and murderous efforts of Arabi's
partizans who hated Christiar.ity, and eagerly
availed themselves of recent lawlessness to
kiil or to drive into exile aih the Presbyterian
missionaries, teachers and fiocks. But nowv
the oid standard-bearers are flocking back to
their oid posts, and they hope ta resume work
with greater alacrity and ampler success than
ever. It weil becomes us ta rememnber in aur
prayers the Preshyterians of Egypt. It is
noted that though the missionaries with their
families had to fiee for their lives, the proper-
ty of the Mission suffered but littie harm.

A. B. C. F. M.-Our readers wiil understand
that these letters stand for the American Board
of Commissionersfor Foreign Missions, the old-
est and the largest missionary organization in
the United States. The .reventy-tkird annual
meeting of this Board bas just been held in
the city of Portland, Maine, with the usual
manifestations of enthusiastic interest. There
was no hall or church in Portland nearly large
enough to hold the crowds who came from ail
parts of the country ta, listen ta the reports
and addresses of the office bearers, mission-
aries, and friends of the Association. But
none were allowed to go empty away, " over-
fiow meetings " being conducted in several
of the churches simuitaneously with the ex-
ercises in the City HaIl It is a good thing
to hear that the missionary spirit still lives in
New England and that having begun a good
work in years gone by, they are fully deter-
mincd to carry it on.

The progress and worlc of the Board since
its organization mnay be bricifly stated thus :
Crganized in i8îo, its receipts the first ycar
were not quite a thousand dollars, now they
are more than haif a million a year, indicat-
ing what rnay by considered a permanent in-
vestment in the churches of eight or ten mil-
lions. In 1812, it sent out its flrst missionar-
ics. Newell, Judson, Hall, Nott and Rice-
it now reports present number of missions,
2o0; stations, 84 ; Out stations, 708; ordained
missionaries, 164 ; assistants, 260; physicians
10,; total from this country, 456. Native
churches, 291 ; native pastors, 148 ; native
helpers 1,576 ; native church members, 19,755.

Scholars in ail Schools 36, 865. f Its
missionaries have reduced twenty-six dif-
ferent languages ta writ ing and prepared
grammars and dict ionaries, not cnly of value
to them, but to students of comparative phil-
ology. Their contributions to, geography-,
archoeology and cthnology would fi11 many
volumes, Ini nearly ail the fields occupied,
they have been obligcd to prepare text books,
for use in the schools, and in ail of them have
either originated or contributed largely to the

Jroduction of Christian literature. The trans-
ation of thie Scriptures into the vemnacular
language of the people, has been their firc-
work, followed by the introduction of Chris-
tion works, original or translated. The edu-
cational work of the Board bas embraced pri-
mary schools, boarding schools for both sexes.
the normal school, the college. and the theolu-
gical seminaiyý I bas organized three hun-
dred and twenty-flve churches, with more than
76,000 members, and bas printed fromn missioni
presses, in forty-six different languages, More
than 1,500,0oo,0o0 pages Of 2,400 differeni,
publications. Its fields of labour are in Af-
rica, India, Ceylon, China, japan, Turk,
Micronesia, Hawaii, Spain, Austria, and Mex-'
ico, and amongst !lhe Indian tribes of N. Amer-
ica.. The total receipts of the Board for the
year were $65 1,483.84-including $ 189,705.63
-appropriation from the Otis bequest. The
meetings were continued during four days,
from early forenoon tili late in the cvening'
without any abatement of interest on the part
of the six thousand persons who attended
them. Meetings of the Woman's Board of M is.
sions for the East were held at the saine time,
when reports wcre read and addresses of a
very interesting kind were dclived by the la-
dies. That society has now under its care 2

branches, comprising some 800 auxiliaries and
from 500 to 6oo circles among the childrcn. I n
the foreign field it has 92 missionaries, 76 Bi.-
bic women, 2! boarding schools and 114 vil-
lage and day schools. Its total receipts for
last year were $7 1,230.52.

MEETING 0F THE COMMITTEE.

Western Section.

SHE haif yearly meeting was held in Tor-
onto on the ioth, i ith and 12th of Octo-

ber, Ciaims for mission work in Ontario and
Quebec were passed to the amount of $ io,ooa,
and in Manitoba for $6,ooo, for the past six
months. The reports from the filids are on
the whole encouraging, considerable progrcss
having been made during the past year. On
every side the work is opening up, and ur-
gent demands are being made for ordained
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