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The Prime Minister (Rt. Hon. Sir 
Wilfrid Lnurler) : Mr. Speaker, I move 
for leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for the construction of a Natlonul 
Transcontinental railway. The bUl 
which I have the honor to place in your 
hands is divided into two parts. The 
first provides for the creation of a com­
mission to be composed of three mem­
bers, and to be empowered to build a 
certain portion of the railway which is 
mentioned in the bill, the title of which 
I have just given. I do not know that 
at this moment It tvould serve any good 
purpose ito go minutely into the dis­
positions of this part of the bill. They 
are such as are to be found in bills of 
this character, to empower the com­
missioners to do a certain work, and 
they define their powers and their ob­
ligations.

The second part of the bill provides 
for the ratification of n contract which 
has been entered into between the gov­
ernment and certain gentlemen now 
seeking incorporation under the name 
of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 
company. This bill will have to be 
supplemented by ret. Mutions, which I 
will place on the order paper to con­
form with our rules of procedure In 
such cases. The House has been im­
patient, and not unnaturally, to be in­

formed of the leading features of the 
policy which we have to present with 
regard to the building of another trans­
continental railway. It will be my duty 
now to Inform the House and to give it 
all the knowledge It Is In my power to 
give at this moment. In order to sat­
isfy a very legitimate curiosity.

The Reason for the New Enterprise.
First, sir, perhaps it would not be 

amiss if 1 were to address myself at 
once to a question which has come to 
us from different quarters, and which 
may find an echo within these wall* 
Why this new enterprise ? Why this 
expenditure ? Why should parliament 
be called upon to assent to such a pol­
icy us is here Indicated ? We ask pal 
liament to assent to this policy because 
we believe—nay, we feel certain, and 
certain beyond a doubt— that In so do­
ing we give voice and expression to o 
sentiment, a latent but deep sentiment 
which is to-day In the mind, and util! 
more in the heart, of every Canadian ' 
that a railway to extend from the 
shores of the Atlantic ocean to th- 
shores of the Pacific ocean, and to be 
every inch of It, on Canadian soil, Is e 
national as well as a commercial neces­
sity. That such a road must be built 
that It is, In the language which I have


