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is people ashore ; but in one place the inhabitants fled

as fife Russians approached ; in another, they carried olf

those who landed, and destroyed their boats. The violence

of the weather, and the distress of their crews> obliged both

captains to quit this inhospitable coast. In their return

they touched at several islands which stretched in a chain

from east to west between the country which they had dis-

covered and the coast of Asia. They had some intercourse

with the natives,who seemed to them to resemble the North
Americans. They presented to the Russians the calumet,

or pipe of peace, which is a symbol of friendship universal

amon^ the people of North America, and a usage of arbi*

,

trary institution peculiar to them.

"Again, in thereat 1768 discoveries in that quarter were
resumed, which not only confirmed the Russian government

in the belief that Arrerica was not far removed from the

north eastern parts of Asia, but discovered various islands

interspersed in those straits, which would inevitably tend to

facilitate an intercourse between the inhabitants of the old

and new world.
" Thus the possibility of a communication between the

continents in this quarter rests no longer upon mere conjec-

ture, but is established by undoubted evidence. Some tribe,

or some families of wandering Tartars, from the restless

spirit peculiar ta their race, might migrate to the nearest

islands, and, rude as their knowledge of navigation was,

might, by passing from one to the other, reach at length

the coast of America, and give a beginning to population

in that continent.

" Though it be possible that America may have received

its first inhabitants from our continent, either by the north-

west of Europe, or the north-east of Asia, there seems to

be good reason ifor supposing that the progenitors of all the

American nations from Cape Horn to the southern confines

of Labrador, migrated from the latter rather than the for-

mer. The Esquimeaux are the only people in America,

who in their aspect or character, bear any resemblance to

the northern Europeans. They are manifestly a race of


