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count, or any perfon whatever, or any prejudice
againft Wiiliamfon (having never before feen or
heard of him), to induce us to pronounce the fea--

t^nce againft him :.That we did it purely, as what
w^ judged material j^uflice to vindicate tn£ charaiC«

tcr of thofe we believed to be innocent, and wera
unJ4iflly fef|e£led uppn ; and that wl^^tever in the
f<;nten4:e appears to iheir Lordihips to be .either op«-

prcflive or illegal, proceeded entn«lr from error m
judgmem^ and not from any (iniller defign : So
that however far the fentence has been wrong, we
ar^ r^dy moil freely to make any declaration that

may be neceff^rj, that it proceeded front the mo(t
innocent intention^

, Under thefe circumdances, you wjU eafily per-

ceive how much wu were furprifed on readings

yours, giving account of the fentence ag^nfl us i.

and how hard a thing it is to be decerned to paya-

fum of money, a^ a fine» for doing what we confi-

^red to. be our duty.
* You will therefore lay this before the lawyers,

I© order they may the better form a reclaiming pe-

tition* We muft think our cafe very hard, if their

tiprdihipa do not grant us ledrefs in this matter.

We arc, ^c^
W. DAVIDSON^

\ JAMES JOPP.

This letter, however, did not avail their caufe.

lit was in VJin to deny their being, in the knowledge

thate fuch an illicit fpecies of traffic wa? carried

of the, merchants in Aberdeen, when
pivfo public a manner,^ that the mcaneft

refid^iP^h the city obferved it ; when the fimo;
^^^x/»d/^ of ICiDNA?Pi^G overfpread the whole

cpiintry, jTo that xhe poor people, whofe buHnefs

||4th^m frequently to town, were afraid to carry

)m children along with Uiem. left they ihould

.1'.


