
PREFACE.

The present text-book is a new-modelling and rewriting of

Swinton's Language Lessons. It has grown out of a double

motive—first, the desire of better fitting it to fill its place as

the intermediate book of the "New Language Series;" and,

next, the conviction that an elementary manual might be made,

which, combining the essentials of English Grammar and Com-

position, should find especial welcome in schools that cannot be

exactly graded.

The remarkable favour with which the Language Lessons was

received has suggested the propriety of retaining, in the new

book, at least the S2nrit of the old. In that work the author's

theory was set forth in the following words :

—

" This book is an attempt to bring the subject of language home to

children at the age when knowledge is acquired in an objective way, by
practice and habit, rather than by the study of rules and definitions.

In pursuance of this plan, the traditional presentation of grammar in

a bristling array of classifications, nomenclatures, and paradigms has

been wholly discarded. The pupil is brought iu contact with the

living language itself : he is made to deal with speech, to turn it over

in a variety of ways, to handle sentences ; so that he is not kept back

from the exercise—so profitable and interesting—of using language

till he has mastered the anatomy of the grammarian. Whatever of

technical grammar is here given is evolved from work previously done

by the scholar."

In the actual test of the schoolroom during the past four years,

it has been found that the vitalising elements of the Language

Lessons are, first, the analytic or inductive method of unfolding


