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Mi(T;(Tif)pl, I can aflert from my own experience, are greatly

mifplaced; for when I had explored them, and compared their

fituation with the French Charts, I found thera very erroneoufly

reprefented, and am fatisficd that thefe were only copied from

the rude sketches of the Indians.

Even fo lately as/thcir evacuation of Canada they continued

their fchemes tofjleceive; leaving no traces by which anyknow-

Icdge might accrue to their conquerors : for though' they were

well acquainted with all the Lakes, particularly withLakc Supe-

rior, having conftantly a vcflel of confiderablc burthen thereo<i.

yet their plans of them are very incorreck. I difcovered many er-

rors in the defcriptions given therein of its iflands and bays,

during a progrefs of eleven hundred miles that I coafted it in

canoes. They likewife, on giving up the poircffion of them,

took care to leave the places tliey had occupied in the fame un-

cultivated flate they had found them,- at the fame time deftroy-

ihg all their naval force. I obferved myfelf part of the hulk of

a very large veflcl, burnt to the water's edge, juft at the open-

ing from the Straits of St. Marie's into the Lake.

Thefe difficulties, however, were not fufficient to deter me
from the undertaking, an(J I made preparations for fetting out.

What I chiefly had in view, after gaining a knowledge of the

manners, cuftoms, languages, foil, and natural produftions of
the different nations that inhabit the back of the Mifllllippi, was
to afccrtain the breadth of that vaft continent, which extends

from the Atlantic to the Pacinc Ocean, in its broadeft part be-

tween 43 and 46 degrees northern latitude. Had I been able

to accomplilli this, I intended to have propofed to government
to eftablilli a port in fome of thofe parts about the Straits of

Annian, which having been firft difcovered by Sir Francis Drake,

of courfe belong to the Englifh. This I am convinced would
greatly facilitate the difcovery of a NorthweftPalTage, or a com-
munication between Hudfon's Kay and the Pacific Ocean. An
event fo defirable, ' and which has been fo often fought for, but-.

Xvithout fuccefs. Befides this important end, a fettlement on
that extremity of America would anfwer many good purpofes,

and repay every expence the eilablifhment of it might occafion.

For it would not only difciofe new fources of trade, and pro-

mote many ufeful difcoveries, but would open a paflage for con-
veying intelligence to China, and the Englifli fettlements in the

Eaft Indies, with greater expedition than a tedious voyage by
(3fe Cape of Good Hope, or tlT| Straits of Magellan will allow of.

How far the advantages ariffng from fuch an enterprize may
extend, can only be afcertaincd by the favourable concurrence of
future events. But that the completion of the fcheme, I have
.had thajilionour of firft planning and attempting, will fome time

or other be effected, I make no doubt. From the unhappy divi-

lions that at prefent fubfirt between Great Britain and America,
it will probably be fome years before the attempt is repeated;

but whenever it is, and the execution of it carried on with pro-
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