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Forty Mile City, June 13. Iso;.

Tiie trip was an interesting one. but very dangerous. Many men lost their Ixt.its and
everything tliey had. and there are rumors of men liaving been drowntil, Shorily after
It Hving Lake Liiborge we came upon a party who had just rescin-d two young fellows from
rocks in the middle of the rajiids. They could not s:ive their outfit or their demolishei. boat,

and all they bad went down the river with the rushing Hood One of the young men had
everything" but his shirt stripped from bim by the swirl. We took bun in ( barge uud landed
him at Klondike.

The big canyon between Mud Lake and Lake Laborge is a grand and impressive place.
The river aliove is a quarter of a mile wide, but in the canyon it miriows to tifty feet. The
walla rise on either side, sheer and smooth, full seventy-live feel. Itown rushes the water
with a frightful roar, rolling the wavtrs at least ten feet bi;^b. Like everybody else, we
wont down ahead to take a loak before shooting these rapids. I'rom the dilT view the task
seems impo.s?ible, but there is no other way, and shoot you must. So, with Wilson at the
oars to bold lier straight, 1 took the steering paddle, and we nnide for the mouth of the
gorge.

It was all over in al)out thirty f.econds. We were througii in safety. b"t it was the
most hair-raising thirty seconds I ever e.\])erienced. There \>as <|iiite eii'iugh thrill in it for

a lifetime. Over the terrifying roar of the water we could faintly hear the ciieer put up by
the undecided hundred or more men who line! tlie clitTs above us. l p came the icec(da
water against us in tubfuls. We were wet through. So was everything else in the boat, and
the boat itself half full of water. Hut wo were soon billed and dried—and safe.

Then we went on to the White House Ha])i(ls. and here we let our boat through with
long ropes. Two daj-s later we shot the Five Finger K .piils and the Hink Rapids without
anj- trouble. The last four days of the trip we tixeil up our stove in tiic boat, aid only went
ashore twice for wo;jil. The moMiuitoes on the shore are numbered l>y the million, and are
fierce as bull terriers, but in the n iddle of tbn river they troubled us but little.

The sun sinks oi;t of sight now about 10::j(( I*. M.. iind comes out again about !! A. M.
About midnigbt, however, it is almost as light as n(;onday. There is no irght. At Dawson
there is a little sawmill and rough linuses going up in all dirertions. but for the nu si j)art it

is a city of tents. On the shore of the river are hundreds of buats, and others are getting
on every day.

The Klondike has not been one particle overrated. I have seen gol 1 measure! by the
bucketful. Just think of a man taking ."JbOO out of one pan of dirt. Mrs. Wil>on pi'Mied out
^l.")! out of one jian in one of the mine- I am to t ike cliarge of. This, without doul)t, is the
richest gold strike the world liaf ever known.

Of course, all the claims in the Klondike di-ttrict are taken up now, and there are hun-
dreds of men who own claims valu"(l from Jj.'iOjOiM) t > f l.OOQ.OOO, Hut with all these iren in

the Country many miles of new ground will ])" jirospected, and from the lay of the country
I think other gold lields are certain to be located. Eouau Mizser.

inFTEEN IIUXDKED EXitAciE I'ASSACiE.

As near as can 1)" estiniatel, passa,v,e has been engagetl for about fifteen bundiod p;>r-

sons on sle." -leis ile]iaiting for Alaskan jioiiiis b iweeii now and Aii>;iisl T. This is nearly
as many as can be carried, and at tie' rate gold seekeis biive lieen coining since Jloliday

tbero will be many v.lio cannot secure pasSige in time to reach l\londil;e before Alaska is

frozen, unless an additional numb 'r of big m s.sels are jilaced on that route.

S. a'tle is hiving all shf c. 11 <lo to care for tile gol I bunt is. Her supplies of suitable

outfits is running low. (.»f (general lood arii(;los she has .'in iibuiulance, but llio clotbing
stock is bcin.; most seriously djdited. Tliero is an especial scarcity of blankets and furs,

while go 111 !ul)ber buots are non too plenty.

A loan company in tbi,, eity reeeived a letter from J. L. .Tenet, who covere I his home
with a big moit.s;ago in order to get to the Klondike, in whicli tbi' writer sii\ s : "I am se;:d-


