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fortable self-conceit would have set him at rest. But, like
all real men, Bunyan had the worst opinion of himself.
He looked at his Bible again. He found that he must
be elected. Was he elected? He could as little tell as
whether he had faith. He knew that he longed to be
elected, but “the Scripture trampled on his desire;” for it
said, “ It is not of him that willeth, or of him that run-
neth, but of God that sheweth mepey ;" therefore, unless
God had chosen him, his labour was in vain. The devil
saw his opportunity ; the devil, among his other attributes,
must have possessed that of omnipresence; for whenever
any human soul was in straits, he was personally at hand
to take advantage of it.

~ “It may be that you are not elected,” the tempter said
to Bunyan. *It may be so indeed,” thought he. * Why,
then,” said Satan, “ you had as good leave off and strive
no farther; for if, indeed,/you should not be elected and
chosen of God, there is no\talk of your being saved.”

A comforting text suggested itself. * Look at the gen-

erations of old; did any ever“trust in the Lord and was
confounded ¥’ But these exact words, unfortunately, were
only to be found in the Apocrypha. And there was a
further distressing possibility, which has occurred to others
besides Bunyan. Perhaps the day of grace was passed.
It came on him one day as he walked in the country that
perhaps those good people in Bedford were all that the
Lord would save in those parts, and that he came too late
for the blessing. True, Christ had said, “ Compel them
to come in, for yet there is room.” It might be * that
when Christ spoke those words,” He was thinking of him
—him among the rest that he had chosen, and had meant
to encourage him. Buat Bunyan was too simply modest
to gather comfort from such aspiring thoughts. He de




