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I will now atld the liighest existing authority on that question,

Sir John Pender, ut tlie ini'etin<,' of tlu- Brazilian Telegraph Com-

pany on the 2n(I of this month, said :
—" As you are aware, one of

these cahles is twenty years old ; and therefore it is at all events

approaching a period of age \ hieh causes us to he careful in pro-

viding for its renewal."

You say :
" Then again your description of the existing system

as a * monopoly ' cannot he justified."

I do not know what you call a monojioly, hut I have under my
hand the report made to the Government of Canada hy 'Slv. Sand-

ford Fleming (who was one of the Canadian delegates to the

Colonial Conference, held in London in 1HH7). In that report,

speaking of the discussion upon this cahle question, he says :

—

" The Postmaster-General (Mr. Uaikes) stated very forcihly that

it would he ahsolutely impossihle for the English people or for her

Majesty's Government to recognise the monopoly whiiii the com-

pany seemed to claim."

AVith the evidence Ijeforc me that active efforts are now in opera-

tion to promote the construction of a Pacilic cahle under the

control of a foreign Government, I cannot share your douhts as to

its prohability, nor can I agree with you as to the strategic value of

a Ih'itish Pacific cahle, concurring, as I do, with the opinion ex-

pressed by the GIoId' of the ]i)th ult,, which in an article very

friendly to the existing lines, says :

—

•' In the first place, there can he no (juestioii at all that a cable

across the Pacific would he of the very highest strategical import-

ance to us. Not only would it furnish us with a duplicate medium

of connuunication with our furthest colonial possessions, hut it

would also have the advantage of standing less chance of being-

cut by our enemy in time of war. The eastward-bound cables, by

means of which we communicate with Australia at present, touch

far too many places en route to be strategically safe. Moreover, if

an enemy should succeed in cutting the cable, it would probably be

somewhere between Aden and England, in which case India would

be completely cut off from telegraphic connuunication. The pro-

posed Pacific cable, howeve)', would then enable us to transmit our

messages by an alternative western route."

I do not propose to discuss the question of ti'aOlc, or the normal

increase that may reasonably be expected, further than to say that

I have reason to believe that no difliculty will be experienced in

securing the construction and operation of the cable upon the lines


