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conipeliing individuals to put in proper re-
turns. I see no objection w hatever to, the
returns bein- made as publie as possible.
Evcryone sl)ould psy his taxes, and if one
knew hio% others wNere situated in thiat re-
gard one would be able to point out to, the
Departnient, that those other persons were
flot paying- a proper amount, and they could
be compelled to do so.

Hon. '-,r. GORDON: It appears to me
that such procedure, while it m.ight satisfy
the curiosity of a great many people, would
flot do much good. A gentleman goes to the
Department and finds out thiat So-and-so
hias paid a tax of $1,000. He goes away,
but perbaps his curiosity is not alt-ogether
satisfied. It inay be that that gentleman
will believe that So-and-so bias flot paid as
inuch tax as lie sbould pay. I cannot m-ake
myseif believe that there are miany people
who have flot paid t.beir taxes.

Hon. Mr. PROUDFOOT: There are thou-
san ds.

Hon. Mr. GORDON: In the face of the
penalties providcd, 1 cannot believe it. R
inust. sav tfiat gentlemen from other loca-
lities must be in a different situation from
myseif to see things in that way. In the
localitv from which I corne I cannot tell
you wibo hias paid and who hias not. I do
not see m-hat means any person bias for
saying at the present time that there are
t.housands or hundreds who, have flot paid
their taxes. One honourable gentleman said
t.hat the Government was losing millions
of dollars t1irougah uncollected taxes. If I
knew that te be the case, I ivould think it
mv duty te go to the Department and in-
eorin thein as to who was evading the t.ax.

lion. Mr. SMITH: I said there was a
strong suspicion that such was the case.

Hon. M.\r. GORDON: Suspicion means
nothing.

lion. M-r. SMITH: Oh, yes, it does.
Hon. Mr. GORDON: Unless a person

kuows he should flot say t.hings like that.
Hon. '.,r. PROUDFOOT: We want, to put

t.he people in a ýposition to knowv.
Hon. Mr. GORDON: It appears to mie

tixat such a position w'ould be rather to
satisfy ciiriieztv than anything else.

Hon. 'Mr. MeMc)EANS: I sec verv great
objection to publishing the naines of men
and their incoiues. A'I taxes are a bard-
sbip. Surely it. i%,ould be greater hardship
to have such things thrown open te the gaze
of the public. I t would open thle ivax- te

i. Mr. t 'lu )1liFo(i1

uîany a,1ii-es. A mvan wanting a Suhscription
wriiîld fiud Oxt wlîat another mian's income
wa s. and then hie would g,) to hlm and say,
"'I kis)w wh at, vour inconie is, sud you have
ta pay so tuuch te this church. or for this
pic-nlic, or whiate\-er it. inay be." R can
conceive of it lcading te trouble hetween a
nman and his fsrnil3-, or luis wife, or bis
intended uvife. They would corne to him and
say: "You bave so rnuch nionev; wliat are
you doin- vwith it?" I may sav that this is
net with nie a personal objection, but for
some honourable gentlemen sitting here it
may be.

lIon. "Ir. FOSTER: In the province in
which I live there are ne such great num-
bers of people who have not . paid their
taxes as one would gather there are in
other districts. I have no doubt that there
are in tHe city of Montreal hundreds and
perhaps thousands of people who ha-ve flot
îiaid their taxes, but I think the publisbing
of tbe details would do a g-reat deal of
hiarin. Thiere are mierchan-ts and others in
the city who are iii a weak position finan-
cially, -who are s't.ruggling te get on, and if
a-Il the inside dJetails of their business were
publi-hed iu the newspapers, they wvould *be
very seriously affected if they required credit
froni the banks or froni people wvitb wbom
they deal. Another tbing la that it seems to
me absolutely impracticable to carry this-

-out. Tak-e, for instance. the city of
Montreal. I m-onder if îiy lionourable
friend has considered how inuch space it
would require lu the nev. spapers to print
a list of aîl the people wio siîould make
returns. This is a .neuv Iilna of activity in
thiý countr\ : but, -%vIiieinul-takes, have been
made in probably every quarter. I mnust
say that tlîe lamw lias beel admninistered
from -the head do,.ni bY capable, bonest
men who have endeavoured to get every
dollar that waS due. T.he unu ho is at the
head ut the organization iu ni * city bias
worked as hard a-, anv mani lias ever M'orked
at bis own business. I suppose lia bias made
mistakzes; I think, he bias inissad men wbo
should have paid the 'tax. but I know bie
lias worked bard ta nerforma bis (luties, and
il dIoes- seemi to me thxat it sbould lue possible
to carrv out the ian' without doing lîarm te
a great many innocent. people.

Hoyn. Mr. FOWLEII: Tlîe ara-umients ad-
vanced in favour of secrac *v would apply to
sncb ag-endas' as Diin-Wiiuîani. Wa permit
thenm to publish staternus.

Hon. M%,r. DANDURAND: The%- are con-
fidantial.


