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1 invite the members of this House to corne and visit north-
western Ontario. Members will truly be impressed with the
beauty of our natural surroundings, our forests, lalces and our
famous sunsets. 1 arn sure they will enjoy their visit. I arn also
sure that discerning individuals with attention to economic
development will witness certain inadequacies in infrastructure.

They will sec that our highways stili need improvements.
Some members will be dissatisfied that they cannot travel to
certain areas simply because there are no roads at ail. Some
members will sec and be surprlsed that growing municipalities
do not have adequate sewer and water treatment facilities. One
or two visits to First Nations communities will likely leave
members disenchanted with current conditions.

The federal infrastructure works program speaks to these
conditions. But I emphasize that northwestern Ontario and other
regions in Canada need improved infrastructure. The north,
remote areas of my riding such as First Nations communities,
require basic infrastructure such as roads to open up economic
opportunities. A road network where there is currently nothing
will create the opportunities for trade within the region as a
starting block.

Further road links such as the highway 1 have talked about in
this House on many occasions fromn Red Lake in my riding to
Winnipeg, which I bave been requesting for some time and more
reasonable air transportation connections, will then lead to
enhanced trade outside of the region.

This trade wlll not only bc in goods and commodities but also
people themselves. Although tourlsm 1$ a strong component of
economic devebopment in my riding there remains many un-
tapped opportunities mainly because of poor transportation
infrastructure.

Finally, 1 return to wbere I started, the resource sector. FinIt I
would lîke to comment on the rnining industry which as mail
people are aware is a strugg1ing industry in Canada. It is
encouraglng that the federal budget makes contributions t0 trust
funds for mine reclamation tax deductible. This deduction wil
help mining companies utilize cash flow for other operating
costs as vieil as making il convenient to ensure mine sites are
rcbabilitated afler operalions cease.

Certainly msarket trends have not been favourable recently for
the mining sector in Canada. That is uwhy it is ail the more
im~portant for this government to seriously consider tax luçen-
tives or other muasurea to heip stiinulate mining activity. We
need to encourage gasotexploration and investment in
Cariadian based mineral companies.

I understand the Minister of Finance ie open to the concept of
mining incentives and I lok forward to contributlng to the
process of renewing this policy.

Furthermore, I acknowledge that environmental guide
for the mining industry are necessary and it is our responsil
to protect the environent. However, the procedures in plac
convoluted and confusing, resulting in unnecessary dela,
legitimate mine start-ups. As a resuit we are losing mi:
învestment dollars to foreign nations.

We must stop this leaicage and support mining projec
Canada by established, concise and efficient environif
assessment procedures. We can proteot the environmel,
ensure mining operations are safe wilîhout frightening
investment due 10 red tape and uncertainty from withil
bureaucracy.

I can say from taiking to the Minister of the Environxnet
the understanding that I have within the government that m
novi in the process of dealing with that very difficull
complex issue of duplication of environmental policy acro:
country. 1 hope to be able 10 stand up here very soon and shý
the announcement of this government tint we now havi
process for mines, one process for forestry, one proceS
Canadians as it relates to the environental assessment Pr
and flot have to spin our wheels goîng from one departuhI
the nexi, municipal, provincial, federai and God only k
wherever else we bave to go before we can get ecOr
development within our regions.

Second, I would like to~ directly address the forest indus
Canada which is by far the primary economic activityi
riding. The federal government as we ail know does not
direct juriadiction over forestry practices. The federat oc
ment instead contributes 10 research and scientific develoi
through federal-provincial forestry development agreern
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I feel it is the federai government's responsibility andis
reniain an eminent priority to lend as inuch support as PO
to the development of sustainabie forestry practices. A'
and environmentally responsible forestry sector will prQ'
launching board for tbc growth of diversified busines:
northwestern Ontario and other forestry regions.
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