
3788 ~COMMONS DEBATES My1,17

Peniten tiaries

Agassiz area in which is located the Mountain prison and
another institution flot f ar away.

I also have communications from the district of Kent
and the city of Hope. These have the backing of the
municipalities and suggest that the priorities expressed in
parliament by the former solicitor general should be
reversed and that prime consideration be given to the
protection of the public rather than the rehabilitation of
inmates. They go on to refer to parole, passes and iack of
security and cali upon the government to take action to
remedy the situation bef ore it gets completely out of hand.

I have a letter here from the Public Service Alliance of
Canada presenting tho samne argument with reference to
the Kaiser case, the man who escaped from prison and
broke into a trailor. I have another communication from
the Mount Cheam ratepayers' association expressing con-
cern for the safety of women and children in the vicinitv
of federal prisons. It reads in part:
We have also expressed our concerni regarding the pay and condi-
tions of prison guards and the conditions the îRCMP have to work
under in the Agassiz area.

These are documents received from concerned citizons. I
know that some will say I arn not in favour of rehabilita-
tion. We listenied to the hon. member for York South (Mr.
Lewis) denunciate the suggestion of my colleague, the
hion. member for Burnaby-Richmond-Delta. (Mr. Rey-
nolds). He saýid that the biblical standard is one of compas-
sion and mercy. He thon called upon the Solicitor General
te, be tough and ruthless when dealing with prison guards
and persons in responsible positions. He cannot have it
both ways. The Solicitor General has said, in respect of
danger ous crinîinals, that they do net let thero out. Ail 1
can suggest is that they stili find some way or another of
getting out.

Mr. Arntold Peters <Tirniskamning): Mr. Speaker, miay 1
express my regret that the mir'ister is in the difficulty hoe
now faces, ard aise my sympathy regarding the advice ho
has received. 1 suggest it is not much different frein that
received by his predecessor which led to many of the
problems the Solicitor General (Mr. Allmand) now faces.

I suggest we must firat get rid of the Com-missioner of
Penitentiaries. Ho was chosen for political reasons. Ho bas
been, and obviously stili is, incompetont as the adminis-
trator of penitentiary services. I say that because I have
had experience over a nurnber of years with the peniten-
tiary systom. I have read some of the history of this
service. A few years ago when Alan McLeod was appoint-
ed coromissiener of the penitentiary service it was taken
for granted by most guards that when a judge sentenced a
man to a definite period of imprisonment hie was te be
kept in prison for tnat definite per' ed. It was foit that
after hoe had been let eut we had stren.g police forces whù
would return hlm te jail if hie did net live up te bis parole
conditions. Many police forces heunded these men te the
peint that it was almost impossible fer them te romain eut
of prison.

Over the years we have been enlighter.ed as te the
penitentiary service. Scheols have been established te
train guards and te give them assistance in handling seme
of the preblems that arise between guards and staff. Over
the years we have changed the personnel in our penitenti-
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aries and in my opinion we were reaching the point of
developing a fairly progressive system.

The mninister in bis remarks paid careful attention te the
Parole Board. I suggest that everybody knews the chair-
man of that board bas ne guts. Lot me remind hion. mem-
bers ef the Tanya Bush case and the case cf the two littie
boys from Montroal, or Toronto who were murdered by
released priseners. Whenever such a thing happons, the
Parole Board tightons its regulations and we find there are
no more paroles. This board will net take a chance.

The criticism made today by several hon. members was
in respect of the construction of penitentiaries. 1 remem-
ber visiting the maximum penitentiary at St. Vincent de
Paul some years age. It was built like a dog kennel. There
was wire over the top cf the cages on which one could
walk te see what the prisoners inside were doing. It was
eriginally se bad that the recreatienal area was fenced,
with the prisoners inside and guards, with dogs, circling
the outside. That sort ef treatment was obviously su bad it
had te, be discontinued and that penitentiary was changed.

I do net know why the new commissiener was appeinted
and I am net aware of bis qualifications. I do know many
employees of the service are highly dedicated and compe-
tent mon, but many are incompetent. I suggest there
should have been an inquiry conducled after the neot that
teck place in Kingston somne time ago, and the resuit cf
that inquiry should have been made public. With the hon.
member for Skeena (Mr. Howard) 1 visited Milîhaven
soon after the transfer cf priseners frcm Kingston. We
found that almost every prisoner hiad been beaten urimer-
cifully, and we were told by the theîî solicitor general-

Mr. Allrnand: 1 risc on a questioni of pnivilege, Mr.
Speaker. I am sure the hon. meier wouid net want te
rnisiead the Heuse. by lus suggestion that there should
have been an inquiry follewing the Kingston riet. There
was an inquiry conducted by Mr. Swackhammer, and bis
report was made public a month age.

Mr. Peters: It was made public in the saine way that
othen reports hiave beeri made public. I have in mmid thc
report of the department in respect of the St. Vincent de
Paul neot. 1 neadi that report, but enly parts cf it vere mnade
public.

In any event, there was ne justification for those guards
te beat up the priseners. We de net believe iii that kind cf
treatrnent in our seciety. When twe Members of Parlia-
mient vîsîted that peniterîtiary they found that the rules
had been changed. Memnbers of Pdnliament cao ne longer
vîsit penitentiaries and those two inembers were told te
icave. I stîggest te the Solicitor Generai that lie shoulci
re-estahlisb the preced une cf allcwing Members of Parl.a-
ment te visit penitentiaries as a rîght. 1 arn sure this
procedure xill resuît in the obtaining cf informationu
which weuld shlow the Solicitor General te correct the
situation before neots could develep.

O (2120)

Memibens of Parliament for yeans had visited penite nti
aries. In my opinion thev did a failny gond job. Tbey knew
what was geîng on and they interviewed the prisoriers.
What happened in this lasi case? I am teld that Coco
Mercier, who was te be en trial for a number of days, went
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