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Gvod gives me health and st.rength, is te stay
in the position I amn in at the preeent time
until thiis war is won. Then, if circumstances
warrant, the people will be given their full
rights and powers to decide as to what admin-
istration they may wish to have in office
during the next parliament, whether t'hey wishi
the present administration te be ret.urned to
office or some other to take ils place.

I have nlot forgotten the fact that there is
a constitutienul limitation upon the duration
of a parliament. But tihis parliament may
continue, I believe. until June of next year. if
that should ho necessary-the war continuing,
meanwhule. And. short of that. 1 ropeat it is
the intention of this administration, with the
cooperation of members cf parliament gener-
ally, to carry on with the prosecution of the
war te the utmest limit of our power.

Mr. GRAYDO'N: 'May I ask the Prime
Minister one question?

Mr. MACKENZIE RING: Yes.

Mr. GRAYDO'N: If I underý;tood hiîn cor-
rcctly, on another occasion lie said lie was
opposcd to any extension of the life cf par-
liament; is that so?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Yes, I arni
opposed to parliarnents extend-ing their ewn
terms of office. I think one of the greatcst
mistakes made in this country was the exten-
sion by one parliauîent of its own t.ermi of
office. I cannot say what situation might exist
a year or more hience. at wli'ichi lime it might
be necessary for parliament ccrefully to weighi
aIl aspects of the situation.. But, certainly,
unless there are very strong reasons Vo the
rontrary, I would wish ta see ne extension of
the termi of parliament, and to see the people
secured in their fuil rights to return te this
lieuse of Commons for the period allotted
under the constitution the geverament they
wish te represent them.

I have made this statement mainly in the
hope hon. members will realize that s0 far as
possible their first duty is te cooperate with
the goverament in getting on with war mea-
sures. I arn sure they will se regard the
situation.

Befere saying a further word, hewever, I
should like te jein in what has ibeen said hy
the leader ef the opposition respecting our
armed forces, what we in Canada think of
our fighting men and the part they have
taken in the war. It is difficult te realize that
te-day some of the men who are serving ever-
seas have spent ne less than five of their
Christmas seasons away from home. If ene
stops te think what that means in the way of
privation te men who have the great duties
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and responsibilities which aIl of themn have,
one will appreciate what is owing te these
men. I de net confine my remarks te the
men who have been lengest in the forces~
naturally they are very mach in our mincis-
but 1 say that this parliament of Canada is
prouder than words can express of the man-
ner in which the men and wemen in the armed
forces of Canada have berne their part in
tis titanic strugg]e.

I do net speak merely of the growth ef the
foi-ces. We know heov the navy has expanded,
as well as the army and the air force. We
know what, has been donc in the way of the
prodluction of munitions and supplies of ail
kinds. 1 arn net thinking of quantities or
numbhers; 1 arn thinking cf individual human
live- and of what oach life in the fighting
forces of Canada to-day represents in the way
of personal hardship endured and service given
te aur country.

Mr. HIANSON (York-Sunbury) . And sacri-
fice.

Mr. MAC.KENZIE KING: And sacrifice.
1 was corning t.e that in just a mement. I
sýhoul1d like those wiho arc in the armed forceýs
to-day, whiether they are serving at son, in
tihe air or on land, ta know that they are
tirst, and forcmest in the mindis of the Cana-
dian people. We want them te know t.hat
%ve are proud cf thecir skill, of their endurance.
of their ahievemeats, and that we intend ta
sec that thoy are net disappoinited in the
backing which thcy will expect te receive from
the people's reprosentatives in the lieuse ef
Commons and members of the Senate of their
country.

I have net the time te-day te go inte many
of the matters te which my hen. friend has
referred. 1 agree with him that it is desirable
that we sheuld seek te referm. in seme particu-
Jars some of the things te which perhaps we
have grown tee accustomed. As my hon.
friend bas frankly stated, one of these is the
length of speeches. I gladly accept his chal-
lenge made this afterneon and weuld say at
once that I intend te make only a few remarks
before concluding, excopt en one subject about
whichi I arn obliged te speak at a little greater
iengthi. I sheu]d like te see this House ef
Commons get dewn te business just as quickly
as it possibly can. We have a heavy legisiative
programme.

In connectien with the carrying eut ef our
programme, it has been suggested that the
rules of the bouse sheuld be revised. As the
leader ef the oppesitien has pointed eut, the
geverniment bas decided te have a committee
appointed immediately te undertake a revisien
eftIhe rides and precedure. It is truc that I


