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The Budget-Mr. Harris (Dan! arth)

taxation system. for unamployment insurance,
forccd savings, the refundable portion of aur
taxation and many othar items which now
go inta the consolidated revenue fund, tbe
only place into which, of course, it can go;
but I say the government accounts should
show this money received for these purposes
earmarked as a liability. I amn glad ta see
the minister is giving some sort of cartificate
n.ow for the savings whicb are being deducted,
although I amn not just in accord with the
way in wbich hae is doing it. It is true tbe
employee bas a record of bis unemployment
insuranca in bis unemploymant insurance
book, but a corrasponding receipt or certificate
is not given ta bim for the portion of bis
wartime aarnings wbich, is kept from, him
until af Ver the war. Employaes who bave
thasa daluctions made andl the reeeipt beld
back until the end of the year ara not satisfiad;
they darnand that soma sort of weakly or
montbly certificata sbou]d ha issued when
the deduction is made. They migbt save
tham up in the sanie manner as ana accumu-
latas war savings cartificates. Na doubt in
reply the goveromant will say it is just like
suparannuation. But forced savings are noV
the saine as superannuation. Suparannuation
is an ald-astablisbed art for the purpose of
havîng people save monay for themselves;
it is a contract between the government on
the one hand, or parbaps an organizatian,
and the emp]oyee an the other, and is thor-
oughly undarstood by bath parties. I hope
the ministar will giva some considaration ta
revising the receipt or cartificate given for
these deductions.

I coma now ta aur expenditures, which
occupied so mucb of aur tima this afternoon.
Tbey faîl into two categories; ordinary ex-
penditures and war expenditures. I hope
that wbat I say in thîs regard will be con-
sidered constructive.

We must service aur national deht, carrying
charges for loan flotations. We find ourselves
forcad ta campensate tbe provinces for in-
vading thair tax field. But we can and must
reduce aur ordinary expenditura. Anothar
field for reducing aur ordinary expenditure
is found in patarnal legisiation for relief and
works pro] ects, wbeat acreaga reduction, and
the operations of the wheat board and other
government enterprises such as barbours and
railways. Many of these organizatians will
have profits instead of deficits and will be
able ta racoup the treasury ta a certain ex-
tant; tbay should certainly caîl for fsr less
than in praviaus yaars. Thair calîs demand
tha scrutiny of every member of this bouse
if ha is ta discharge bis responsibility in re-
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gard to examining expenditures. That is aur
duty; every dollar saved is a dollar earned,
and sbould be used to increase aur war
eff ort.

The other field of expenditure, namely,
war expenditure, has flot bad the care and
attention from members of the bouse that
the vast sums spent demand. Every criticism
unfortunate]y seems to take on a political
angle, and this attitude defeats any goad
intention bon. members migbt have in mak-
ing their criticisms. Hon. members will recali
that the Prime Minister said this legislation
was an opportunity for the private member
to be of service ta bis country. The Mini8ter
of Munitions and Supply (Mr. Howe) said
on variaus occasions that be welcames tbe
committee and that the committee would be
of some assistance ta him, that tbe committee
could review the expenditures. But we al
know that it has been a failure as far as
accamplishing tha task which its name im-
plies. The Iack of reprasentation of minority
groups, the secracy forced on. the activities
of the cornmittee-I do not intend ta enlarge
on this subject now because I realize 1 amn
out of order, that it is on the order paper
ta be discussed, in a day or two--tbese things
ail tended ta restrict the possibility of aur
doing an efficient job. These expenditures
are the concern of evary member of "the
bouse. Ten per cent of tbe membecship of
the bouse is not enougb ta assume the responsi-
bility af checking seventy per cent of
Canada's expenditure. Tbe antire House of
Commons for years devoted itself ta examining
estimatas amounting ta S50 million. In days
gone by I have seen the whole membership
ait for months, discussing estimates. Yet now
it is suggestad that tan per cent of the mcm-
bership can examine and report back on
expenditures more than eigbt timas as great. It
is out of all balance. It is another evidence of
the fact whicb. is so patent that no effort is
being made ta use the man-power of tbis house
in an orderly way. I say ta hon. members sup-
porting the gavernment, the futility of yaur
service ta the nation in tbis time of stress is
ta be deplored. In party warfare the vulgar
expression is used that those supparting the
administration are rubber stamps. I wauld
besitate ta say of this bouse in these seriaus
times that the members are just rubber stamps,
but I should like ta leave that thougbt witb
tbem; let tbemn examine their own conscience
and see if they can bring themsalves ta believe
that they are doing everything humanly pas-
sible ta help in this war effort. I suggest ta
tbem that the whole matter of war expenditure
should be overhauled; 1 leave it there until
the committee is introduced.


