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giving absolute security to this country with
regard to subsequent years. Tiese are the
facts, given you on official authority, and I
think they are sufficient to substantiate the
claim of the government that everything has
been done with regard to the construction of
these great ships. I have not referred to
ships of an earlier type than the Dread-
noughts. We have an overwhelming superi-
ority in that class of ships. The navy scare
has not the slightest foundation in fact.

Then he goes on to say that it is gross-
ly untrue to say that in two years Ger-
nany would have ten Dreadnought docks
to Britain's three. As a matter of fact,
Britain bas at the prescent time twelve
Dreadnought docks, and in two years time
she will have sixteen, as compared with
Germany's nine. So that if we take the
well weighed words of the First Lord of
the Admiralty spoken quite recently, I
think we may safely conclude that so far
as human knowledge can go, the British
navy is quite prepared to meet the Ger-
man navy, or any other enemy that may
come along. Sir Edward Grey recently
made the following remarks:

borrow the money. It is one satisfaction
to England, that she will have New Zea-
land's note and New Zealand will have the
protection of the Dreadnought.

Then again in view of the facts as they
now exist in the world, as far as we can
judge, in view of what has been said by
responsible British statesmen quite recent-
ly, the question must arise: Is there any
reason whatever for this gift of $25,000,000.
is it needed? Especially with the great
preponderance in Britain's favour of ton-
nage, ships, guns, and men, an average ol
five to two all around, there does not ap-
pear to be any such need. In this con.
nection, I would like to read an extract
from a letter which I received on Satur-
day from a gentleman who was twice elect-
ed to this House in the Conservative in-
terest, and who also contested the seat
which I now have the honour to hold with
Sir Louis Davies, a gentleman who has al-
ways been a strong Conservative, who is,
I may say, the great source of strength to
the opposition in the county from which
I core, a gentleman who has such strength
thd it i I h u t ithdx iiU
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The British navy is being maintained in a te the vernment candidates and give
position to protect the country against any tbem his support, er even to withdraw bis
probable combination of fleets. opposition without supporting tbem, the

With the utterances of these responsible path of the gevernment candidates at the
statesmen I think we may fairly content next general electien wouid he rendered
ourselves. We have heard much praise very saneth. I ar referring to Dr. John
given to New Zealand and Australia for T. Jenkins, formerly a member cf this
offering Dreadnoughts. I do not wish te House, whe wrote me as fellows, under
belittle those dominions, I would give then date of February 15:
all the credit to which they are entitled.
I had occasion last session to look up the With regard te thc Navy Bil, I say frank-
debt of New Zealand, and I find that she ly I doa't sco tue nood for it at prescnt, but

thonewe $34 pe bea fe evey vanas te Borden'c recolution te gîve 25 or 30then owed $345 per head for every man,Gernan
woman and child in the country, and she war squnîl, it was a hystorical cquall, aIl
was getting into debt at the rate if $10 or screeching and kicking witlout any feunda-
$15 per head every year, right straight tien, is ca-r), I cee notbing but lunacy ia it.
along. I have not seen the New Zealand If we are te bave a navy I am beartily in
Year-book since the one I saw last year, faveur of tho gevernrnnt pelicy. if ve
but it is safe to assume that if she has buald bere tbe meaey renains in the country
been going on at the same rate, er and e get the good f it, but if wo gidb mil-le etlions te Easglnnd, it is gene, and gone for over.is now at least $365 per head. I have not There is talk cf a dissolution oxer it. If se
been able to find what the debt af Austra- yeu ray say J will go against Borden'c
lialia is since the Commonwealth was or- pelicy and support the govornmeat with ail
ganized, or whether they have any as a ry force, and I tbink I bave a little left.
commonwealth. But knowing as we do 1 fed very strengly caer this matrer. 1
that the Australian, as well as the New nover thought te change my peiitics (thoro la
Zealanders are a very progressive people in little to change new, anyway), but te ted
the way of running into debt, it would be a ay caillion tînt Eeid eosne dan
marvel, indeed, if Australia had not run up velepnent cf car resourcos is, te my mmd,
a considerable debt 'during the eight years the worst kind et felly.
of ber existence as a united common-
wealth. But the states of that common- Mr. Jenkins is becoming an oid an
wealth in the aggregate owe £57 10s. sterling now, but in bis early manheod ho ccrved
for every man, woman and child f their an the Crimea and bas the British and
population, and I do say that while it is Turkish medals.
nice for New Zealand and Australia to le The hon. member for Victeria and Hbe-
furnishing Dreadnoughts and offering to burton (Mr. Hughes) doliverod an eloquent
furnish more if necessary, it may not be two-heur speech the other ovening te which
equally as nice ftr those who lend them I listencd with great intereat. as I do to al
the money. It is true that Australia sent cf his oquent eddresses. While listcning
a Dreadnought, but she went to England to te hir I ceuid net hoip recaliing a passage
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