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soîne qf the lower provinces. And some of
the greatest of these rallways which bave
received enormous subsidies of public money
aud bave been given great franchises, are
carrying people in the United States for
two cents per mile. The Grand Trunk bas
a large system through tbe state of Micbigan
and is carrying -people on its Uines there for
two cents per mile. The Canada Southeru,
now tbe Michigan Central, wbich crosses
tbe western peninsula of Ontario Is carry-
lng people through tbe state of Michigan ut
the rate of two cents per mile wbile charg-
Ing Canadians three cents per mile. Tbe
Canadian Pacific and its Wabash counection
Is doing tbe very samne tbing. And tbe
Grand Trunk Is also doing It lu the state of
Michigan. Now, here are four great trunk
liues crossiug the province of Ontario, ail
of them having liues in the United States,
and tbiey are charglng on their Canadian
Uines tbree cents a mile, while, on tbeir
American lines in the state of New )Lork
and the state of Michigan, they are carry-
iug people reguiariy at two cents per mile.
Aud there is somethiug worse than thut.
Those American railroads are selling tickets
across Canada, making connection at their
eastern end and their western end, and they
are carryiug Americans through Canada for
twocents a mile, and the Canadian who sits
alongside of themn ini the car bas to pay three
cents a mile. Now, that has been going on
for years, an.d apparentiy there is no cure
for it but a parliamentary agitation and the
adoption of a maximum passenger rate. 1
say now that if the Grand Trnnk Raiiway
carnies people ln the state of Michigan for
two cents a mile, as tbey are doing every
day on the New York Central or, as it is
called, the Michigan Centrai, lu Canada, if
it is carrying people for two cents a. mnile
in the States, they ought to be obliged to
do the saine in Canada. The Grand Trunk
are doing it and tbe Canadian Pacific Rail-
way are dolug It. Not oniy tbat, but they
are doing even worse, they are seliig
tickets ail over the States for peopie to go
to and from New York and Chicago, takiug
them across Canada, for two cents, and
making Caiîadians who sit alongside of them
in the samne car pay t.bree cents a mile.
Yet these saine ronads 'bave biad subsidies,
and are enjoying exemptions in the way of
taxation that none of the rallroads in the
United States have. Every raiirond ln tue
Uited States pays large taxes for every
mile of Its uine, and they pay other taxes
through charges that our ronds do îiot have
to pay ;and yet, wlth ail these subsidies,
and with aIl these exemptions, they dis-
criminate agalnst our own people.

Now, let me point out sometbing else.
They have a two-cent rate, as 1 bave said,
lu the United States lu mauy places, and
tbey hnve got it la every case by agitation
followed hy legIslation, and lu some cases
by decisions of the courts, and in other cases

by competition. But the great lever that
brought down the rates was speciflc agita-
tion to that end. In the state of Michigan,
where tbey have now a two-cent rate, the
raiiways opposed it, having orgauized a
powerful lobby lu the capital of tbe state;
they stated it wouid injure tbe ronds, but
the legisiature passed the law, and the rail-
roads are carryiug people and makiug
money ont of it at two cents a mile. Let
nie for a moment show you wbat they are
doiu.g lu Michigan la this direction. The
other day wben 1 was discussing this ques-
tion, the hou. member for Hauts (Mr. Rus-
seli) asked me what Information 1 bad upon
which to base my statements. 1 made some
generai statements, whlch I said I gatbered
from varions authorîties on the snbject, and
hie nsked me for more information. Weil,
lu order to supply him with that Informa-
tion, I may say that the management of the
newspaper with which 1 am connected sent
one of our young men into the United States
to make an investigation, and some inter-
estlng letters from hlm have been publish-
ed receutly la that paper. Let me cail at-
tenition to what he said about the Michigan
railways

'ihbe Grand Trunk's main lune through Michi -
gan to Chicago Is, ln round numbers, 300 miles
long. There ls not a mile of this road that pas-
sengers pay to exceed two cents for travelling
over. The moment this Une enters Ontario the
rate arbltrarily shifts to three cents and the
rate is neyer reduced to two cents throughout
the Canadian territory, but when the company
passes agaîn into the States to the east, once
more the two-cent tariff becomes effective.

The 'Michigan Central operates a main hune lu
Ontario 229 miles long. Three cents pesr mile
Is the regulation local rate ;that ls, if a far-
mer desires to travel ten miles or twenty miles
or a hundred miles, the rate is ou the basis of
tbree cents. Thbe Michigan Central passes into
Michigan ait DOëtrolt and operates a main line
toward Chicago with a mileage of 291 ln Michi-
gan. Here the regulation rate is two cents, and
the saine farmer making the same distance in
this state as lu Ontario gets the service for one-
third less than in the Dominion. When the
Michigan Central's train gets through Ontario
and crosses Into the States again at Niagara
Falls, the maximum rate is again applied, and
the service ls on a two-ceat basis.

0O1 the Wabash road it Is the samne, on the
Canudian Pacific Railway It Is the saine lu
Michigan, on the Michigan Central It Is the
saine. Re also points out how the reduc-
tion of rates iii Michigan was accomplishied;
it was only doue by agitation ln tbe ]egis-
lature, and here is an item bearng on that
point

It bas been a recurring subi ect for legisiation
and debate. Each political party bas made this
question the slogan of its campaign. The pre-
sent chief executive, Governor Bllss, came loto
power much through hie kuown hostllity to cor-
poration domination. For more than flfteen
years the main lUnes of the chief rAilroads oper-
atinpc lu Michigan bave been forced to conform
to, the maximum rate of two cents per mile for
regullar pasisenger rates.
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