
The Press : On this question of bilateral relations - I gather that the

erphasis is going to be now more on bilateral arrangs=nts rather than aay-

thing collective ?

1'r. Sharp : Well, shall I put it this way that we will be looking particularly

at our bilateral relationships . We have relations through 2iAT0 and we have

relations through the United Nations . 4hese continua to be isportant part s

of our relationships, but we do not believe that we have been devoting

enough time to the cultivation of our bilateral relations with r.sn7 countries .

The Pz!ess : Is that in all fields$ Mr. 3harp, political, oconoreLc and cultural?

N,r . Sharp : Yes . It reflects too in the thifting of our balance towards the

Francophone countries . It is another aspect of this champ which relates

particularly of course to Africa where you have ut y of the mm ebrging

Francophone countriea .

The Press : European countries as vell?

Mr. Sharp : Yes, our relationships in Eastern Europe are part of our genaral

review of our posture with respect to the relations betwsen the cor .-=iat world

and the free world . The possibilities of dbtente, the qnsstion of the attual

de-escalation of forces and so on. Of course thess .attsrs are subject to

constant study and therefore the difference b6twssn the day to day proble =

and the fundar-ental review nast be kept in rind .

The J`ress : Is the fundaraent!al review going to be done in Ottsza in a university

sense ?

r'r Sharp : Yes, there is one aspect of this review that I think is worth

err,pha.sizing and that is it is not just an internal review by the ciTil servants

within the Department . They will be a vital parts they will proTids the

continuity and their contribution to this is absolutely Tital . But the review

will be a review at the Government levelp I hope at the parliar.entarT level and

I hope that the public will be brought in to participate because the object of


