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(Maten*d in thi address ws takenfrom a chapter by M W AshfordAM, PhD, mn War or
Health, ekted by HSm Tapaninen, to be published in Joauary 2001. 77& chq*tr is
entitled "Stubborn peace. Communitîes that refs tofight".)

Studies of war usually focus on the causes and contributing factors in the conffiit more than theProtective factors that may help a community resist violence. Historical analysis, for example,describes the economic, political, social and cultural context that seemed to make war inevitable.Recently, however, some organizations, such as International Alert, have been examining thepeace capacity of societies, at high risk of armed conflict, and attempting to enhance their inherentstrengths to resist war. Some conimunities have taken grassroots actions to prevent armedconflict; these communities, offer important lessons about what inds of outside interventionsmniglit support and strengthen the indigenous initiatives. mat is, in addition to studying what goeswrOn& it is important to study what goes right when a community chooses, fot to take up arms.When people choose to stand ini unarmed opposition to hate-mongening and tyranny, refiisingcither to fight or to submit, they demonstrate that alternatives can be found, even i desperatesituations, and that the community itself is the source of power. I argue that these strongCOmmunities shane common attnibutes that contribute to a culture of peace.

resistance - stubbomn communities that refitsed to go
iities have analyzed the neasons for their success and
ýublications. Thein insights are valuable, particularly

ini the field of peace building where outsiders try to
:o conimunities at risk.


