
destroy ail villages in the region. However, most of
the villages are small and remote in the forested
his and troops can neyer catch villagers there, 80

Army columns have neyer even given them reloca-
tion orders; the coluinns simply approach each vil-
lage, sheli it with moitars, then enter and humn
down every house. As stated in a typed and signed
SLORC order issued to 64 villages in 1997, "The
above mentioned villages must moue and consoli-
date ... Small villages, even those flot included in the
above 11st, must moue and consolidate to nearby con-
soidation villages before May 6 th. Villages which fail
to moue will be destroyed.L»
Food supplies are systeniati- i
cally hunted out and burned

slght.
fled in

familles,

where some strategic forced relocations are now
occurring. In Pa'an and Dooplaya districts of cen-
tral Karen State, the SPDC is in the next stage of
consolldating its control and is currently using vil-
lagers as forced labour building road networks and
new Army camps, while continuing to conduet
localised forced relocation and destruction of vil-
lages wherever villagers are to be more tightly con-
trolled or punished for opposition actlvlty in their
area.

Another tool now being used by the SPDC to
consolidate its control over ethnic rural popula-

tions is the creation and- support of "proxy armies" in
order to divide the ethnic-
based resistance. In Karenni
State, the Karenni National

ed in 1996 at the in

'enni refugei

ters,
food


