
To mcci th1e growing requirements of th1e Armned Forces for helicopters in the 1990s and bevonci, the DesignComplex in collaboration wuth MBB of Germany, has pursued the ALH program. The firsi prototype wasproduced on Juite 29, 1992 and th1e trouble-Irce inaugural test Ilight was on August 30, 1992. The secondprototype was flown on April 8, 1993. A third prototype, under construction, is t0 be flown in 1993-94.

Meserchmitt-Boîkow..Bîc>n (MBB) GmbH, now part of the Franco-German finit, Euroopter, lias set up uts officein Bangalore to follow up on thie ALH project. ht has expressed interes in t eaming Up wnth HAL for the manufactureof the ALH. Production of th1e multi-role ALH us schcduled to commence in 1995-96. A detahled report in this respectlias already bec» submitted t01the Indian Goveriment which bas yet to guve an investment sanction. FPT IndustriesLimuced, th1e fuel tank and inflation systems division of Westland Aerospace U-mitcd, lias bec» selcctcd t0 supply theinflation systcin for the ALH, and will provide Up to four aircraft inflation systemn sets.

After production of th1e military version of the ALH, HAL plans to develop and produce a civil version of [lishelicopter.

b) BAc 748

A HAL-BAe 748 is being structurally modificd for an Airborne Early VWirning (AEW) role.
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