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Marine Deve lopments

The Canadian Government has been operating a regular annual patrol of the
Eastern Arctic since 1922, but marine transport to that part of the North
consisted until 1947 of littie more than the single Government patrol vessel,
plus a few small private freighters operated by f irms largely concerned with
the fur-trade. In that year a Canadian-United States program was begun to
establish jointly-operated weather stations in the islands of the High Arctic.
The tremendous task of transporting building materials and other supplies to
these outposts and te defence establishments that had been built in the North
was carried eut, in the beginning, almost entirely by United States agencies.

Canada's responsibilities were rapidly increasing, however, and
there was rapidly growing interest in exploring the natural resources of the
northern mainland and the islands. At the same time, there was increased
emphasis on the imprevement of living standards of the native population and
extensive Government nrnurams toward that end were being develoned hv thp
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