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Adopting standards

D giz;lda .should resume its consideration of
national Labour Organization
Convention 138 (on minimum age of
Worlfe.rs), should invite the provinces to
Participate in this effort, and should ratify this
document;
2
) ;1;1}11; i(;:ernment should Fontinue its joint
B e with ’the Flanadlan Manufacturers'
i t1())orters Alhz?nce to develop a code of
Al protect children, should promote
Option of a measure of this type by other
f}: t;:& and 'shou.ld publicize this initiative at
propriate time.

Uiscussions

Workgh

National congultation, coordination and
Cooperation

A
a:::;(r)er;”mﬁﬂy a numl'Jer of consultation
dn mc:itzon mechanisms in Canada for
Childyen'. fnh debate. on the Problem of '
Childrer T;g ts ar?d' mtern.atzonal protection of
S Prm.zin fé)artzczpants include the' federal
ingn C;a gov.ernments, 'and vc.zrlous
Btins noi ayers interested in th'e 1ss.ue, such as
edumtional‘governmental orgamzatwﬁs, the
s —————_
such authorr':are’ for example., the zmt'chtwes of
the Righys 0’ gs i the Canadian Coalz'tzon for
T fH hildren, the Sub-Committee o1
Standiy é i Developr'nent of the
B fio ommittee on Foreign Affairs and
nal Trade, and the Canadian Council

for International Business, which have in turn
considered various aspects of the problem.
Although the efforts to bring together the
Canadian players in this area are important,
they remain incomplete and fragmented, since
there is no real national cooperation on
international protection of children. At a time
when the Federal government wishes to involve
Canadians more in the various stages of
developing its foreign policy, would it not be
appropriate to broaden the basis of consultation
and improve coordination among the various
national players involved in this issue? This
question arises in a context where international
needs for child protection are increasingly acute
and national resources increasingly scarce.

1. Introduction

The participants met to identify potential new
ways to improve national cooperation
mechanisms. The session was preceded by a short
introduction by Ms. Fernande Meilleur, designed

to identify the issue and promote debate among

the participants. The broad outlines of her

statement were as follows:

cy is not a government preserve:

a) foreign poli
developing

new players are participating in
policies and programs;

b) in recent years, three basic themes have
emerged in Canadian policy consultation
forums: good governance, democratic
development and human rights;

c) the challenge now is to move beyond a mere
statement of these principles toward a
co-ordinated action plan which must have a
speciﬁc time schedule and specific objectives;



