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-Adopting standards
1) Canada should resumne its consideration of

International Labour Organization
Convention 138 (on minimum age of
'Workers), should invite the provinces to

Participate in this effort, and should ratify this

document;

2) The government should continue its joint

initiative with the Canadian Manufacturers'
and Exporters' Alliance to develop a code of
ethics to protect children, should promote
adoption of a measure of this type by other
parties, and should publicize this initiative at
the appropriate time.

Discussions

National consultation, coordination and
cooperatho n
There are curren tly a number of consultation

a"" cO-ordination mnechanisms in Canada for
discussion and debate on the problem of
Children s rights.and international protection of
Children. The participants include the federal

'"fd Provincial governments, and various
Canadian Players interested in the issue, such as
Unions, flon-governmental organizations, the
educaional sector and many community

groups5 There are, for example, the initiatives of
such authorities as the Canadian Coalition for
the Rights of Children, the Sub-Committee on

Su'tainable Human Development of the

Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and
nt1ernational Trade, and the Canadian Council

f or international Business, which have in turn

considered various aspects of the pro blem.

Although the efforts to bring together the

Canadian players in this area are important,

they remain incomplete andfragmented, since

there is no real national cooperation on

international protection of children. At a timte

when the Federal government wishes to involve

Canadians more in the various stage of

developing its foreign polic», would it not be

appropriate to broaden the basis of consultation

and improve coordination among the various

national players involved in this issue? This

question arises in a context where international

needs for child protection are increasingly acute

and national resources increasingly scarce.
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