COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT REVIEW MEETING
LONDON, 3-5 AUGUST 1986

COMMUNIQUE

As agreed at Nassau last October, our Meeting was
held in the special context of the crisis in Southern
Africa. At the outset of our discussions we specifically
reaffirmed our commitment to the Commonwealth Accord on
Southern Africa which, with our other colleagues, we had
concluded at Nassau. We reaffirmed, in particular, the
united belief we expressed in the Accord that "apartheid
must be dismantled now if a greater tragedy is to be
averted, and that concerted pressure must be brought to bear
to achieve that end".

2. At our request the Co-Chairmen of the Commonwealth
Group of Eminent Persons (EPG), General Olusegun Obasanjo
and Mr. Malcolm Fraser, introduced the Report of the EPG and
answered the many questions we put to them. Sir Geoffrey
Howe, the British Foreign Secretary, who undertook a mission
to Southern Africa in his capacity as President of the
Council of Ministers of the EEC, also briefed us on the
results of his mission.

3. The Report of the EPG, Mission to South Africa,was
the central document at our discussions. That unanimous
Report has commanded attention worldwide as pointing the way
forward for South Africa and for the world in relation to
South Africa. We warmly commend the Group's work which has
made a positive and enduring contribution to the efforts to
end apartheid and establish a non-racial and representative
government in South Africa. We particularly commend the
EPG's 'negotiating concept' and deeply regret its rejection
by the South African Government.

4. At Nassau, the Commonwealth unanimously adopted a
common programme of action which included a number of
economic measures against South Africa. It was our

collective hope that those measures and the efforts of the
EPG to promote a process of -dialogue in South Africa would,
within six months, bring about concrete progress towards our
objectives of seeing apartheid dismantled and the structures
of democracy erected in South Africa.

5. As envisaged in the Accord, we have reviewed the
situation. We are profoundly disappointed that the
authorities in Pretoria have taken none of the five steps
which at Nassau we called on them to take "in a genuine
manner and as a matter of urgency'". Nelson Mandela and other




