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removed the stumbling-block in the negotiation on article I. There are still,
however, crucial issues which need to be resolved, such as the question on how
to put into practical terms this basic undertaking on the destruction of
chemical weapons stocks and their production facilities. We see that the
political will which has emerged recently has provided us with an opportunity
to begin the elaboration of practical measures regarding the destruction of
chemical weapons stocks and their production facilities. In this connection,
a new cooperative approach in order to find a practical solution to this
question may be initiated among possessors of these weapons. Some States have
given indications of their possession of chemical weapons and their production
facilities. The information supplied by these States, and any future :
information given by other possessor States, would serve as the basic modality
for the initiation of the new cooperative approach which I have just mentioned
in this respect. Being a State party to the 1925 Geneva Protocol without
reservation which has never possessed nor produced chemical weapons we are
very keen to see the total elimination of these weapons.

On the question of the composition and decision-making process of the
executive council, my delegation wishes to recall the points it raised before
the Committee during the discussions on this matter last year. We continue to
believe that the representation of States parties to this body should reflect
a balance in the political reality and geographical equitability of the States
parties. In this regard, we preliminarily envisage the figure of 35 States as
members of the executive council with the possibility of expanding the
membership as the number of States parties increases. The example of the
Board of Governmors of the International Atomic Energy Agency might serve as a
point cf reference in the establishment of such a body.
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e. . Nuclear deterrence is the child of both the Second World War and

East-West confrontation. The fact is that the fear and horror of nuclear war
have made it possible to maintain peace for 40 vears in Europe despite extreme
tension and a one-sided build-up of gigantic conventional arsenals on our
continent. Such a situation obviouslyv canncot be changed overnight. Continuous



