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The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty consider it their paramount duty to provide effective
security for their peoples. The allied socialist countries do not seek to have a higher degree of
security than other countries, but will not settle for a lesser degree. The state of military-
strategic parity which currently exists remains a decisive factor for preventing war. Experi-
ence has shown, however. that parity at ever increasing levels does not lead to greater secu-
rity. For this reason they will continue to make efforts in order to maintain the military
equilibrium at progressively lower levels. Under these cirumstances, the cessation of the arms
race and measures geared towards real disarmament are assuming truly historic significancs.
In this day and age, States have no option but to seek agreements that would radically scale
down military confrontation.

The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty are unswervingly committed to these tenets. In full
conformity with the defensive nature of their military doctrine, they are vigorously pursuing
the following fundamental objectives:

First, general and complete prohibition of nuclear testing without delay as a high priority
measure to halt the development, production and refining of nuclear arms, the gradual reduc-
tion and final elimination of these weapons and the prevention of an arms race in outer
space:

Second, prohibition and elimination of chemical and other categories of weapons of mass de-
struction;

Third, reduction of the armed forces and conventional armaments in Europe to a level where
neither side. maintaining its defence capacity, would have the means to stage a surprise at-
tack against the other side or offensive operations in general:

Fourth, strict verification of all disarmament measures through a combination of national
technical means and international procedures, including the establishment of appropriate in-
ternational bodies. the exchange of militarv information. and on-site inspections;

Fifth, establishment of nuclear-weapon-free and chemical-weapon-free zones in various areas

/onia



