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WIIAT WE DID IN THE GREAT WAR-continued.

monts cd failing rafters al . with terrible crashes
anïd eend showers of spaa'ks away over the towa.
A weaker Mau than tihe Sandgate Ghief would
have quadlled before the prospect. What eau be
done? The building îs haif eonsumadi; the fire
every mioment grows stro.ngetr; bhoisanLq of fyes
are -upoa Oirm; the crowd roaTs its appreciation;
vaitiantly a lifte gro.up of Comedians strive to
guard the, liquor stores that have been carried
out into the roaid; bravely they fight against an
ýoverwhohniinrg number of dýrunken civilians bent
upon thiE cousumption of that liquor, until they
are s'wept a.sýide and tle liurosorcrow of soi-
rews--aI1 Vbet remained~ of it could' with case
,have, been carried away ini a tbâmble. In the
nàiiist of this turmoil aud eonfusion Sandgato's
fire expert hue never for a mo.ment lost contri>
of thosea uslendid mental fclisthat are the
awe aud euvy 0,f tii. village. somneêue must go
inte. Foikesitone, Lie auuineed, and be.rrow
a nomzle t]ihee. It is but an hour'e 'wa]k. le
cadI1s for vobintee-rs and a scoire of s&ddiers leap
f orwiard. With a. glauce of tontempt at te
civillians whose <Irunken condition jeanno faiL
to arouse tha dieguest of any decent man, the
Chiet selects a Comediau, and lie Seels awo.y in
the wrong direction amid the exclted cheers of
the cnowd .

Tiane passes-the fire lias now alinoet cousumed
the building, the crewd lu; surging througli the
roadway; great couds of «-parks ageed f rein flhc
crashing beares, the roof lias fallen in, aud stE].-
the. brave messenger lias flot a-eturie4nK. Wliat eaul
have liappened to the couirageous Coinediaul Bas
he foun a bttic en route? Anxious lvlhispçArM,
go. round tiie crowd, but suddeul'y a sliripk of

jo e(sthe niglit. .A uezzle lias been diseovered
high up ou th& roof, ihidden cuunngly away.
Dowu At coms~ iute thi. crowdi, quickly the flri-
meu attacli it ta the house and4 a wild ypll goes 11p
as they sýcatter in all directions toa seareli fur the
h&y<rant, The joyful t*hrielis are re4yubid-,no
sinf a hyvdraut eau lie fouud; but le the Sandi-

g eFire Brigade dauntod? Are tbey de.wn-
ertedi You kuvw themn ne ue nr their rnighty

wbo had climbed ever tibeir heads and
was appealing to thein te haud hlm, -p
the houe, ftceived a gusher that brouglir
hia tumbling dowu agaiu; madly flic Comedliaue
who coubd stand cheered the efforts their two. gai-
laut frieuds were makiug te help the fire a:ong.
And, then âerply eutliued agaduet the sky, the
figures ef three firemeu appeared ou an adjoimg
roof. Thbey wero sigualliug frautieally for soin.-
-ning. What? Their arine wvaved wildy. &boive
their heads-tiey gesticuihated, they howed, thiey
daueed iii the moonliglit. ýStillI noue cou]d uder.
Fand thejr ýdisýtre-s. Ou. Comedian, thM'eugh
w1moe brai. surgecb oenfused moemeries of a for-
aner career before the. mast-uuder the impres-
,u-k that lie wuo taking, part lu a shipwreek-

ran up and dowu the road, beggiug saine person
ta thre.w a life. belt to the poor fello'ws-theu a
great ight burst upon us. Thley liad forgottea
their lieue iu their eugerneffl toi serve!J Aga.in aud
again they 5iigualed, then drew together in a lit-
rie group aud finafly ou. ef their nuber came
donchee te Vue eýche by the crowdý and bMgan
Vo diraw up the houe, Iu tihis they were aided
by the Cemediaus who. did a-i in their po'wer teýtii. the hcWe dte a hopelessseries «f kuots or drag
it apert, iu faet ta deo anything Vo lidp. At leugth
anotlisi streai au playing ou the blackeued
aahes and bricks aud graduaUly the fire having con-
sumed, everything consumrable, gave up the 'glost
and -deiparted, tus life.

But whaît of thi2 galant messenger whe. long
aqo bad. left l'er FolkestoneP Whiat sud fate was
his? Let us tdlkw bleu. Biudl lie- hurried ou---
the cieers of hie oenaedeg ringing ini his ears, a
vision of immortal faine leadling lus d>w~n the
long rosadt like a will-eo-tlie-wiisp, fatal, alu n
irresisible; ever beore hlm tieh., thougli 31
ight depend uipon hi.s efforts-that theoussudî

waited auxiously ieg his retura; pa-st rowe ef
bouses lie hurried, none cf whieh lie knew, and a
ruw publie boeuses which he didI linow. Into these
lie turued meobhauýicadl onily te bang against
the, loched dAoor aud hasten on and ever on. s;purred
liy the tale ho had ouce beard-a vile and action-
able slander, whjil insieted that oue, could always
get a irink frein the. Fdllkestoue lireimen at any heur
oftheii day or niglit. One or 'twice lie amiost
despadred sund e.nly that uuespeakable tibel urged
humi te hie du~ty. llow oftan lun the world's his-
toryï have men troddeun the paths et glory with
a less rmpel'iu motive driviug thean tey fame
or death'I Eini1ym lia.ehdo buîMiug, officiai
and 1eten1tioUte, audtin ho k- )us a. Thrcwlng

epecn a door he daelied dunto a hite uuiformed ma
and gauptd out his story. Had they a nozzl,>

Ye.Would they 1 leud it ife the. Sandgat. l'ire
Brigade? No. WJhst-wh not? wý,'I it's a
Saudgate lire. You feliWlws p u es(-ut ye.nrselves and
good lueli Vo you. Overeeme by his exertions, lio

n-a7eenut, hie disappeintaient, andi his, rapily
fading dreain et glory, lie sank down te flic fleur
beatoen, abject, migserahIie, aud oniy recovered suf-
fieýientkv' te accept the liospitabul gla&seýs that were
offered* bdm. Later lie eame hoe ind a taxi-sud
meDn 1a&s-ln¶ te thir work on one side et tiie street

stod ;tlltowatch ~a taxi go past with a pair of
large feot emerging frein the window, 'while those
on t'ho otiier &ide betrayed aetua)f surprise whe.i
tby behoI4 a rubiud couritensuee oraeted
by a. broosi so.tisfoed drunken ei'e thrust helIp-
lessly tihrough the. other aperture.


