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cannon bail takes off bis bead, he wili at least be

provided f«.,', A midshipmfan in those'days did

indeed have to rougb it, for ln the Royal navy the

food was bad and tIc discipline harsh, even cruel.

From bis uncle's sbip, the " Raisonnable," Horatio

was transferred to the " Triumph," and was sent

f rom, there on a voyage to the West Indies in a

merchant sbip. " From this voyage," he says, "

returned a practical scaman, with a borror of the

Royal navy upon me. * *It was many weeks

before I got the leaut reconciled to a mau-of-war,

so deep was the prejudice rooted. However, as

my ambition was to be a seamnan, it was always beld

out as a reward, that if I attended well to my

navigation, I should go lin the cutter and decked

long-boat, wbich was attacbed to tbe cornmanding

offacer's slip at Chathami. Thus by degrees I. be-

came a good pilot, and confident of tnyself aniong

rocks and sands, which bas many times been of great

comfort to me."
In April, i773 , .he was allowed, at bis own earn-

est entreaty, 'to'go as captain's coxswain on an

expedition to the North Pole, and on bis returf, in

October, be was appointed to the frigate'"Seahorse."

In 1776 be passed bis examination and was made

lieutenanlt- ini 1778, wlen ojaly just twenty, he was

promotcd to be commander, and lu six months was

appointed captain, of the "Hincbinbroke," a Frencll

prize. Meantime le had served two years in the

Lst Indies, and also at C4braltar and Jarnalca

As captain of the "«Hinchubroke," le lad coin

mand of an expeditidii against Fort Sani juan, il

Nicar agua,.where le distinguisled 1himself by hii

zeal and, courage. " He -was the first on every ser

vice wbetler by day or night." But h!s heaiti

aiready ijured in the East Iudies, now broke dowii

and he was invalided home.. The next year h

was weil enougl to take commanld of the " Albe

marie," a twenty-eight gun frigate, and in ber bl

made voyages to the Baitic, and to NewfoufldlSfl

and Québec. Froni the latter place le wrotc

c,ýaltI, that greatest of blessings, is what I neyE

truly enjoyed until I saw fair Canada." Froi

Québec le went to New York, wbere he met Loi

Hood, who was tIen iu commid of the West l

dian fleet. Lord Hood bas a very bigb, opinic

of the young captain, and introduced hlm to Pria<

William, afterwards William IV, witb words

comMendation. The Prince said mnany years lat

of this mceetiiig:
He (Nelson) appeared to be the mierest boy of a capta

1 ever beheid; and hlm dresa was worthy of attenltionl. 1

had on a ful.iaced unifam; bis lak, UnPOwdered hair
was tied in a utiff Hessian tai, Of an extrardiflay lnth;
the. old-fashianed fiaps Of hi$ waistsOat added to the. geft-
eral quaintness of his figure, and produced an appearnce
which particuharly attracted My notice; for 1 had nleyer

Oeen anything like it before. There was imething irre-

Sistibly pleasieg in hlm address and conversationl, and an.

enthusiasm in'speakinig on professioflal subicots that sbow-

ed he was no conunon belng. . .. He had the honout

of. the Ki.ligs , service anid the independeaice of the grtiuIi

na'y -particulai'ly at heart; and his mind glowçd with tuis

idea as much when he was siinplY captfaln ai the 1' Albe-

mnarie, and hadl obtainid none of* the' honours of isi

c*Uftr7, as when he was afterwards decortWd wîth so much

well-earned distinction.
SAfter thia Nelson served ln the West Indies i

comMand of the '!Boreas," and -wu married s-t

Nevis. In 1787 bis ship wus pi. off, and for

riearly five years, he and bis, wife lived lit Burnham

Tb'orpe. There he read andstudied and improvd

bis ducation, but contazitly wishing for active e-

pioymnent, and at laut, ini 193, whcn war with

France waW *hreatenidg, he was given the commend

of the "A nmeIlflR» a.aixty-fotir.gun ship.

*The tim4 of apprenticeship of, smai comn*ù&d

and of foiced inactivity was over, and, nw, ýtt

thirty-fou,~ Nelson was entering upon his real war

service, wlere ail bis devotion to bis country, bis

zeai and a1bility, and àll that lie had Iearned i per-

severing piactice in bis profession, were to be caiied

uponad ut tothe test. .

Therfirs$getbti nwihNlo okpr

waà the a -ien fougbt off Capt St. Vincent on St.

Valentine'~ Day, 1797, when fifteen British slips,

under Sir John Jervis, çlefeated ztle SpaWiel fleet

of twent-sVý l Nelson, to quote the Admirt'

words, "cnrbtdvery niuch to the honouf of

the day." ie did this in two ways; by plonniflg

tue man"~ of attack, snd by conspiciotis valour,
e During the action bis ship, the " Captaiti," a seventy-

e four-gun ýhip, had a o mucb of.her rigging sbct

gway that she was practicaliy disabled; she wu

'aiongside !the "San Nicolas," ý an eighty-four-gUIi

'r Spanish sipon whose cther idIsl the ," Som

*dhad suif ered severely; Nelson boarded the " Su

1-Nicolas " sand recelved ber surrendel'; the " San

Josef" oç ed a uniall-arfflire upon the boarderi,

but shortl a Spanisb officer put bis head over the
lZ rail and si hysurrendered. Ado h

er quarter-d4ck. of a Spanisî first-rate," wrote Nelson,
er "extravant as the story may seem, did 1 reCelve

intbe swords of vanquisbed Spaniards, whIich us 1

;0 received tgave to William Tcarney, one of My


