
The VIKtue of Mirtl

wards kept that youug man froxu miaking a fool of hiînself.

The wit of Spurgeon and Sotuth, the humor of Beechecr

and the sarcasin and drollery of Talinage and Sînali hiave

bad much to do with their mlinisterial Succes-S. Fcew great

preachers ever lived whlo did ixot niake u',e of thieir po)wers

of wit and ridicule. If youi cannot shamie inx4 front wronig

doing, it rnay be possible to make thymi afraid of being

ridiculous. There is an old couplet whlichi rcads:

"Laugh and the world lauighs. vithi vou;
W'eep and the world lauiglis, aI ou

There are people who turii away f rontuituxuorolus writ-

ings,. Trhey say that fuit is dangerouls, wit a wst of tiime,

humlor frivolous. They are wronig. Porsonl said: "\\Vit is

the best sense of thie world." A couceuited poet onice aked

imii what lie tlhought of hi.ý lasýt pr(xducion. "Voutrs"

replied Porson1 , will 1be rcad vvhenl Virgil is forgotten,. not

tilIl thien». lire wvas wit ami the best kind of senses ail iu

onte. And hiere is aniother of theaie character. ''Doctor,

mayv I ask hiow yon live to lx- so old aifd so ricli?"' B>y

writiuig prsrpiu~but neyer taking \Vrn" as the sn

sible and wvitty replly.
Alid yet there are people %%ho e1itertain a sovereigul

coxitempt for the mian w1lo ase.To bc suiccessful, they

imagine a miaxi sotld be as; soleilin as -a mll. To be pro-

fotund hie should be as dry a limbre sh'oe lut the

d1ays whien imenl wvre buirlwd for t1lwir opinion, s1( ald behead.

ed for thecir priliciples, tis ide.a wais f ar more prfeva1leut than

it isý to.day. Sini is suire to iuno iiu h gloomy souL,

This life wouild nl bu worth livinig if niot (.n1livencd byv aI-S

lie-, of %vit audf flasheus of hiuwir. 1 love u 1ineet aail AUh

a smiile ou bii, 1onenne Ill( hte oietafl i n

whose cast- iron v-ige 1 eau, read o! war,. dloudbuisis.

eaîhukeplagues, hprvs yloe.hisom and

railroad disasttrs. A elheerfil woinan tisusline in bier


