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Preserve he Forest.

THE arrivai of the white manl iii America markcd an area in the evoluition of

iour forcsts, wlien the strugg-le for existence -of the sylvan speces. entered

upon a ncw phase. Thle civilization wliicli lias allowed its wastcful forces to play

hiavoc wvitl the fýorests of our country inust 110w c(i-olerate witli nature to furtiier

the progressive evolution of a if e xvhose products are aliiiost as indispensable as

pure water to thîe uieeds of mani.

Probably the first important move nmade in this connection in Canada \vas

wheui Professor I. E. Farnow gave a short course of lectures at the School of

Minïing, Quieeni's University, f romi the 26th to the 3othl of Januiary, 1903. The

comission, under wliose auspices tiiese lectures were (lelivere(l, xvas at the iirne

mnaking efforts to open~ a brauch of forestry instruction iii the Schiool of ii,

but, tnnfortunately, the lookeci-for goverinent aid is still witlield. l-lowcver, tlc

idea to >tart a course in forestry instruction, wliich thc School of Mining had

striven for, wvas îîot lost; for to-day the University of 'Toronto, basking ini luxuir-

ies of a provincial legislatture's sniiles and gold lace, can boast of snch a forcstry

couirse ini the faculty of Ap1 îhied Science. Tliere is no doubt that Queen's, a great

national universitY, will also in a short urne be thoroughly equippied for inistruc-

tion iu forestry enigireeriilg. lFor if the science of forcstry is to be applied to the

preservation of our tiniber areas, Canadian uniiversities intust tramn Caniadian mien

for the xvork.

By the terni 1 reservation of forests, it imist not be thoughlt that suicl a scierne

advocates a systeni iîîlvin1g to have, to liold, and îîot t() use, nior tliat luni.1bering

o1 îerations sliouild cease teni porarily ; but rather tlîat laws and( regulatioiis 1w gov-

ernnîient anid industrial corporations shoul(l îrovide for j u(licious mniagemnit of

forests, that a seasoil s cnit (if tirmber shaîl not exceed thîe iincTease lîy gr owth over

the lirevious season. Then, againi, the 1 îreservation of forestgrowth provides, nlot

iînerely the assurance of a constant tiniîber supply, but 1)revents the (destruction of

our water-powers andl thîe washing away of the thiîi areas overlying thîe extensive

Archaen formation ; irrigation, clinîate and sanitation xvould be assured against

the disastrouis effect, not to speak of thîe aesthetic loss, xvhichi woul(l follow the

depletion of ouir forests. In this connection, perhaps, it is tunfortuniate that so

nîuch is left to the responsibility of provincial legisiation and so little heard of the

nation, especially when we consider that the great practical difficultv in cotinection

with forestry is to properly know and make thîe sacrifices necessary in order to

obtain the greatest benefit to the whole country for the future.


