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effècts on our public life of this way of doing tlings, see Mr
Edward Blake's letter to bis Durbain constituents after the
general election of 1891, a letter one-balf of wbicb was nucb
quotecl by the Conservative press, and the other baif of
whicb was bighly commended by the Liberal press. The
whole lett 'er seemed to me truc as tbe gospel, thougbi the
.style was more stilted anmd verbose than tlîat of any of the
Evangyelists. Su far as T reinember, tbe only paper whicli
disliked the wbole letter wvas the Toronto Mail.

The profit of commercial freedoiii wvould be great. Wbat
would be the cost lSo little tliat it mnay be put down as

T HlE g'at di.stinguisming cîaracteristie of a -tatesmnan is;
-ifoiesiglit. It is the gentius of the statesman tîmat

points out to bis people the sign-posts not only of the moad
upon whicb tbey wvant to travel, but also of the byways
wbich leadfroin the straîghtpath. The key tothe cliaracterand
thie life-work of Canada's greatest statesinan is to be found
in thmose wornls wbicb bave been graven upon tbe statues
that thîe people whîom he led have erected to his inemnory
"lA Britisb subject 1 was bora, a British subject 1 will die'"It would seem to be a natural conclusion to draw that the
antitbesis to tbese words is the key to tbe work of those wbo
opposed hîm.

Thie bistory of Canada during tbe past few years bas
been the bistoryof as.truggCleagrainstatnnexation with the Unit-
ed States. It was annexation witli the United States whicb
was the great question at issue wlien the construction of the
Canadiam Pacifie Railway wvas being discussed in the use
at Ottawva. Lt was flot generally so uaderstood at the time,
but there are few tbiiking amen noIw who would venture to
deny that witlîout tbat railwav thie few isolated provinces
would have been swallowed up in the iaw of thme neigh-
bouring liepublic, and there were some even amnong those
wbo opposed thme construction of the railway that understood
its true significance at the tiine.

Lt was well put by the Libetal inember foi Queen's,
Prince Edward Island, who, speaking in Cbarlottetown in
I.880, with reference to tbe c'onstruction of this railway,
said, Il This was a contract f rom wbiclî there was no escape
politically and coriimercialiy,save' one, and that is annexation
witlî the Unîited States."

Our leaders have not forgotten the independent effort
that was made some few years ago to bring tbe question of
annexation within the range of practical politics, the inaga-
Yine articles that were written, tbe clubs tbat were formed,
the pamphlets tbat were distrihuted to further this object.
The advocates of annexation aow no longer hoid up their
heads ; at any rate, if ',bey do, tbey hold tbeir tongues, but
the effort made at that time was a great one; the best talent
was called forth, and it is*well tbat it was so, for the lessons
we have tbereby leaîned have been more indelibly impres-
sed upon our meinory. We have learnt to î'ead sign-posts,
we have learnt to distmnguisbi tbose forces wbich lead
towards the United States The firit man to point to tbe sign-
post that marks the road of face-to-face opposition to the Na-
tional Policy, the necessam'y and natural sequence of the con-
struction of tbe Canadian Pacifie Llailway, was Mr. Edward
Blake, wlien bis loyalty to bis country proved stronger than
bis fidelity to party ties. Oui' readers will remember bis fare-
well lette,' to the Liberal party in 1891.. In that letter be
says " lThe tendency in Canada of unrestricted Free Trude
witm the United States, ilîi duties being maintaîned
against the Umited Kingdom, would be towards political
union, and the more successful thme plan, the stronger the
tendemcy both by meason of comnmunity of interest and the
intermingling of populations, tbe more intiniate social con-
nections, and the trade and fiscat r'elations amounting to
<lependency, wbich it would create with the States, and the
greater isolation and divergemcy f ro>n Great Britain wbicb it
would produce, and also, especially tbi'ough inconveniences
experienced in the maintenance and apprebiensions enter-
tained as to the termination of the treaty." We migbt also
add thmat unrestricted Free Trade wvith the Uuited States
would necessitate our tariff being settled bY thme Governent
at Washington.

"lTo Wasbingtton," then, is wm'ittemî upon tbe sign-post
that mamks the road. of Comamercial Union. Still maore clear-
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Iy is it înarked upon the siga ipo3tý titat stands upon the road
of Free 'rade. Let us take what the advocates of annex
ation eaIl the geographical argument. Ilere, we are a nai'-
row strip of country lying upon the border line of a zgreat
Republic, subJeet to the natural force of attraction that the
greater biody bias to the less. Under Free Trade the manu-
facturer of Canada 'vil! be shut out froin the market of the
LJniitedStates, but the manufacturer established to the soutli
of theline will bave the markets of both counitries foir the sale
of bis goods. Distance in the last few years, by the increase of
travelling facilities, lias been eliminated, and freigbit lias
been reduced týo a minimum. 8o, the Canadiani manufac-
turer, if he is riot swamped by the surplus products of the
Americans, under the stress of competition wiI be forced to
move bis factory aoross the line, in oider that he may have
a(cess to the markets in both countries.

This, as a inatter of fact, has been the experience of the
world as a result of Free Trade. When the McKinley Bill
becaine law the woollen manufacturers of Bradford and the
tin ianufacturers of South Wales camne over to the Lrnited
States to inake arrangements to move their factories and
thieir in to that country in order that tbey iinigbit have ac-
cess t) thie mnarkets front wbiclb tlîey had beeiî shut out. In
the saine way we have seen the woollen manufacturers of
E'n-laîîd starting branch factories in Germnany.

Think for a moment what the resuit of this would he! Two
of the inost striking social phenomena of the present age
both in Great Britain and the North American continent
are the~ spi'ead of liigher education and the increase of urbal
population. During the ten years preceding the last cen'-
-sus the inerease of urban population in the United States
was severi millions. Ia Canada the proportion lias been about
the samne. The educated youîîg muan will not remain upon the
land. At aIl cost lie mîust find coccupation in the city. It is the
inanufactuiers tbat build up the cities and if they move over to
thie United States the young men iaust fol low those wbo sup-
ply theie with bread and butter. And what will the
fariner do? Ife will have lost bis sons, his home market, il
large source of national revenue, everything except bis mort-
gage, whiieb, as Sol Smith says, Il would bang on still." The
aver-age Canadian fat-mer is a man of sense. nie
would give bis fam'm to bis woî'st enemy and follow bis sons
anid Ilis daughte-s across tbe line.

Leaving, the question of tariff to be used Ly politiciUls
as a playtbing with which thîey may huînbug the votgrs, or
a weapon ini party warfaré:, aIl tbinking men will endorse Me
when 1 say tliat the situation of tbe country at the presemit
tîme mnay be summe1 up in one word, Ilpopulation." If we
accept as an axiom tbat our existence in years to come, as a
nationality, separate f rom tbe United States, depends upon ou r
growtb as a people, thea we mnay say, witbout contradiction,
that IlToWasbington"I is written in legible characters upon the
sign-post tbat marks tbe road of higber education unaccoff-
panied by an active immigration policy. There are nmore
educatedi young men in tbe country than can find occupation
for wbicb they are suited. A large immigration of farmers
affords a constantly increasing supply of occupation for edui
cated mnen as merchiants, clerks, mechanics, lawyers or doctor4-
But, as Sir Wm. Van Horn complains, tbe Governiment at
Ottawa lias dî-opped out of the immigration business. The
graiitsfor imîmigration purposes have largelydiminîshed. WhY
is this ? The necessity for immigration xvas neyer greater than,
it is n0w. We bave maillions of acres lyingr idle. WVe, the smnall
liaimdful of people wbo live in Canada, b ave to pay tile wbole
I)urden of development and tbe an nual expenditure neces

srfr aaeetbich would flot be appreciably large
if the population was ten times as great. Wbile evei'y edu'
cated youag man whîo lives in thme country witbout occupa'
tion is 'SO nmuch of a loss, and, if be leave the countr'y in
,4earcb of somethiag to do and prove successful, be affords a3
strong force of social attraction to induce others to folloW in
bis footsteps.

The demagogues wbo lead tbe Labour party, bold the keY
of the situation Tbey cry out against immigration, becalise.
the immigrant is brougbt into competition with the Can-
adian labourer. Tbe Government are afraid of him. The
demagogue takes upon bimself a migbty responsiblity. There
are two sides of,- every question. Is he right? Right Or
wrong, it seems to be clear that no Governiment could stand
at the presemît time tbat came before the people with a policy
of assisted inmmigration, wbetber it be tbat it is difficl.it to
retain settlers after tbey come bere, or tbat it is difficîlît to


