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. ; eir Papers with some degree of comfort
y ‘W without dangerof injury toeyesight. On
;: %8¢ point a1 classes of citizens are no doubt
of : :Khl'-eed_- It any compulsion is necessary,
t '°h. 1t is to be hoped is not the case, pub-
™ ® 9pinion should compel the Company to
;‘; , m::)e Prompt provision for sheltering the
b1 involr‘men during the winter months. This
o v urvea no unsolved problem. In Ottawa,
o i ®told, provision is already made, by
" ) "8 of vestibuled cars, for protecting
o Ve Men  from the inclemency of the
o . vaer, find similar provision is about be-
;,d 8_lllad.e In Montreal. Lt not Toronto be
‘ A ol“d 1n caring for the comfort of the men
g it Tender her citizsns such faithful ser-
o 1o w’i“ all hours, and under all conditions
,’;.U ; nd “n.d weather. There is no time to
il" f Deg, ‘nd_ it it appears that the Company
o8 | v Botintend to provide protection this
o ter, the citizens ought to take the mat-
: Up withoyt delay.
i
:ln{ ‘ mlt is n?w said that the Street Railway
"IN ™ d‘;““y 18 profited to the amount of two
T8 tred dOl}ars per day by the use of
v egt:nsfer- ticket which has been adopted.
5 ’ o tement is almost incredible, but if it
£ by !:’la moiety of truth the change has
B W, 8de none too soon, The World, in
4 gy ¥efind the rumour, hopes that it is
| Ot course weo shall all be glad to see
o § !eeeiv;mp_““y prospering and toknow it is
# Mbin::g s due. Butdid the World stop
#o ity of the moral meaning of the fact,
# i{ng tesuch'; Would it not be rather appal-
il ! o tohaVB it thus practically demonastrat-
M - Mmore than four thousand
| day on ¢ould be found in Toronto every
o N 80 average, dishonest enough and
ot | thy n:ht)ugh to tell downright falsehoodsat
o by o ®of four or five cents each ? If such
W ‘pon.‘.;::”‘-‘, the Street-car Company is re-
o " of e for having put a temptation in the
4 vy ¥y Veak citizens which must have had
';l‘ t teq demol'alizing effvct, for it is not easy
Yiey h:f’ 8nyonecan regain his self-respect
h‘d!leemvmg Stooped so low for so small an
oriy. 't It is sad to think that the

‘ ‘Olve;? of those who thus degraded them-

")Xn, wbel‘e Probably children or young per-

lor digy, © Were thus undergoing a training
Ouorable lives in the future.

o
lot o, hat we are in the moralizing mood,
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4,
%4y ;‘-id that too many of those who have
B Butﬁl t.h the young in other matters are
#‘ ) | ®lently mindful of the effect of such

lry,,. P98 from strict rectitude in the
% %0 of character, We are reminded
‘hieh ipfactice common in many schools,
Ry, , > WO are persuaded, productive of
“hy T in thig respect. We refer to
g, le Called the gelf-reporting system,

R M T W e

f ti"‘e w}?lch the children are called on from
y e ton. 08 t0 state for the information of
' ul‘deiu ut:r. how many errors they have
‘f :‘eﬂ av eir .exercisea, or how many times
j h°0l ® violated certain rules of the

"1 recordy of standing being made

'
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up fromn the answers. With the child whose
conscience has been carefully trained, the
plan may work well, strengthening the
habit of truthfulness and the power to resist
temptation. But can any one who knows
aught of children as they are, doubt that
those who can be trasted to report truthful-
ly will be in the minority. That the
average child of the many who are not bless-
ed with careful moral training at home
will keep silence or prevaricate under such
temptation who can Cdoubt? But if we
suppose only a few to fail to come up with
the high standard of moral courage and
truthfulness required, it is obvious that the
result will be not only the moral bardening
of that few, thus daily strengthening the
habit of dishonesty, but a sense of injustice
and consequently an increased strength of
temptation for their more truthful compan-
ions. Of course the traditional but mis-
taken notion of school-boy honour will not
permit them to *peach.” We do not
know how common the practice referred
to is, but it is probably widespread. If any
parent or teacher is inclined to question
“either its existence or its injurious effects,
we invite them to inquire carefully into the
facts, for nothing which injuriously affects
the formation of character in the young 18
of trifling importance,

If the latest reports touching the pro-
ceedings of the Ways and Means Commit-
tee at Washington can be relied en, Con-
gress will chortly be asked to sanction an
experiment in direct taxation on a magnifi-
cent scale. The rumoured proposal is that a
revenue estimated at $50,000,000 be raised
by the imposition of an income tax, and
that a'l incomes of less than $3,500 or
$4,000 per annum be exempted from the
operation of this tax. Theoretically, direct
taxation is the simplest and most logical of
all methods of raising a revenue, and the
incoma tax is probably the fairest of all
methods of direct taxation. 'The main
question is that of the difficulty in educat-
ing a people so long accustomed to indirect
taxation.by high tariffs, to accept the sim-
pler and fairer method. 1f they could but
be induced to give the experiment dispas-
sionate consideration and a fair trial, they
would probably soon learn to appreciate it,
That is to say, all would approve it except
those classes, far too nuwmnerous, who have
become accustomed to a system the very
opposite—a system under which they are
aided by the Government in levying taxes
for their own benefit upon the people, es-
pecially upon those classes whom it is now
proposed to exempt from the demands of
the tax-gatherer, The direct method of
raising revenue has two or thres special ad-

vantages which ehould recommend it to all
thoughtful citizens, and which so quick-
sighted a people as those of the United
States should be smong the first to recog-
nize. One great recommendation is that
its simplicity end directness would enable
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the Government to effect a vast saving in
the cost of collc tion, as compared with that
of the cumbrous tariff-system. The army
of collectors could be reduced one-half or
two-thirds. In the second place, all the
money levied would go directly into the
public revenue, while, as is well known, un-
der the protective system, the larger share
of the increased prices paid by consumers
goes into the pockets of those in whose in-
terests the tax is imposed. And in the
third placs the people, who are too ready
to wink at Governmental extravagance and
waste 8o long as they fail to realize that the
money 8o lavished comes out of the pro-
ducts of their own hard labors, would be
sure to insist on rigid economy when they
realiz:d that it was their money, the pro-
ceeds of their toil, which were being thus
expz=nded.

That it will be possible to introduce
such a method of taxation at once in the
United States, under present conditions, or
to make it successful in operation if intro-
duced, is bard to believe. The difficulties,
apart from those at which we have already
hinted, will be serious. It is, indeed,
open to serious question whether so large
exemptions as those proposed would not be
unsound in principle and injurious in prac-
tice. 'We do not attach much importance
to the objections so strongly urged by some,
arising from the supposed effect upon capi-
tal. The United States are too rich, and
offer too many inducements for the employ-
ment of wealth, to leave much room for
fear of driving away capital by any reason-
able taxation of it. But, while it is obvi-
ously sensible and right that the bulk of
legislation should be levied upon those who
are best able to pay it, it is no less obvious
that serious evil might arise from levying
the national income wholly upon the weal-
thy. The outcome of such a course would
almost inevitably be increased recklessness
in expenditure, for the masses, not being
called upon to contriLute, would be without,
the first and strongest motive for ingisting
on economy in administration. There
would be, indeed, a distinct temptation to
approve of lavish expenditure on the
ground that such expenditure would be
taking the money from the wealthy and re-
distributing it amcng the people. The
weight of argument could, we believe, be
easily shown to be on the side of a graduat-
ed income tax wich much fewer exceptions,
Nor can it be denied that there are very
serious practical difficulties in the way of
carrying out any system of income taxation.
The temptation to concealment and prevari-
cation is perbaps the first and chief of thege
difficulties. There is, we suppose, no room
for reasonable doubt that in municipal
taxation great loss of revenue and great in-
Justice arise from this source. We do not
say that this difliculty is a valid argument
against the system, but it is g stubborn fact
which has to be looked fairly in the face,



