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of the incongruous, although hli is not the equal of Steven-
son or Austen, Mr. I-laggard is stili easily aiong the first.

In I"Cleopatra," however, there is not a single glimpse
of humour. Imagination reigns supreme, with a good deal
of Egvptîin lore scattered broadcast. We read the quite
serious dedication and the stili more serions preface with a
feeling of having been deceived-talren in, so to speak.
The author's mother, who is evidently an Egyptologist, and
to whom the work is dedicated, is probably more than hall
responsible for ber sons choice of a subjeet which is of
necessity a theme calling for those spiendours of expression
that are met with so frequently in Mr. Haggard's best
work. lndeed the style of Il Clcopatra" is so erotie, 80
overladen, weigbed down with the florid hyperbole of thc
Orient tbat a glance at its pages suggeQts a mixture of
Ouida and George Ebers. Yet when it comes to the dram-
a tic, and situations are necdcd, the author rises to the
occasion. The affair of the hunge bat, Ilwhite with unre-
corded ages, and wlîose mieasure was the imeasure of a
hawk," and the whole see in wliich the mnighty treasure
of emeralds was found inside the niummy, are alike charsc-
terized by a boldness Of conception ini the best vein of the
writer. There are thirty strîking illustrations i@ the
(Janadian edition, originally supplied by R. Caton Woodville
and M. Greiffenhazen.

LIERARY AND PERSONAL GOSSII>.

PoiE's IlEssay on Man," with corrections in the poet's
own handwritirig, was lately sold in London for $160.

LONOMANS, GREEN AND Co. have now ready IlNatural
Religion," the Gifford lectures delivered at Glasgowv, 1888,
by F. Max Müllier, M.A.

EDWARD EVERETT [tALE is saidi to have undertaken the
biograpby of James EFreeman Clarke - the book is flot to
lie expected for two years.

"lROUND the World with the ilo'3ts," selected and
arranged by Mary Cate Smith and Sarah C. Winn, is
announced by C. H. Kilborn of B~oston.

AT Paris Russia exhihits littie, and of this the case of
P. Jurgenson is the be8t. [Zussian literatui'e is a possi-
bility of the distant future, of which we have but a dini
promise.

LTALY bas only eleven exhibits at Paris, of which those
of Ferdinand Ongania, of Venice, Jules Ricordi et Cic., of
Milan, and Edouard Sonzogno, of Milan, are the more
important.

A VOLUME Of the poemns of Mr'. Fredcric Tennyson,
eldest brother of the poot laureate, is among the reprints
in contemplation in London. They have become difficult
to procure.

MACMILLAN & CO. Will publisli in Septembor a revised
odition of Bryce's "lAmerican Commonwealth." It is said
that ten thousand copies of this work have been sold in the
United States.

GREECE is represcnted at the Paris Exposition by
thirty-six exhibits, of wbich Anesti Constantinides, of
Athens, who bas donc much for modern Greek literature,
stands foremost.1

A NEW volume of poems by Victor Hlugo, soon to make
its appearance in Paris, contains two drainas, "lAmy
Robsart," whicb was acted at the Odé~on, and "lLes Jum-
eaux," wbich was left unfinished.

IN the Swiss department of the Paris Exhibition thero
are twenty-one oxhibitors, of whom D. Lebet, of Lausanne,
and OrelI Fussli et Cie., of Zurich, are the chief. Nothing
specially attractive presents itself in this departmont.

THE Rev. Samuel Longfellow is re-casting hie biography
of tbe poot. The volume of reminiscences and anecdotes
wvhicb appeared as a sequel to the two volumes of the
biograpby will probably ho incorporated in these, the
"Life " theni appearing in tbree volumes.

LITTLE, BROW~N AND Co. bave in preparation "lA Book
About Florida," by Margaret Dcland, author of "lJohn
Ward, Preacher," to bo issued in an octavo volume, illus-
trated witb numerous coloured plates, etchings, and vig-
nettes in text, from designs by Louis K. Harlow, bound
in decorated clotb.

IT seems that the day for fleshly novels bas already
gone by. The demand for the work of the Daintries and
the Gertrude Athe. tons and other disciples of the fleshly
.school bas practically ceased in leading bookstore, and
people are asking for healthior literature. The reaction
was bound to come, but it bas comle somowhat sooner than
wa8 expected.

GORGE ýH. ELLIS, Of Boston, will publish ere long
"Problems in Amorican Society," by Joseph Henry

Crooker, author of "«Jesus Brougbt Back." Its six
chapters arc "lThe Student in Amnerican Life," IlScientifie
C harity," "lTbe Root of tho Tomperanco Problom," "The
Political Conscience," "lMoral and Religious Instruction
ini the Publie Schools," and "lThe Religious Destitution of
Villages."

M. TERQUEM, wbo bas charge of tbe interests of the
American publishers at the Paris Exposition, writes tbat
The Century bas takeh a Diploma of Honour in the depart-
ment of publications. This is more than an ordinary com-
plinient, for tho reason that only soven Of theso diplomas
were awarded ; four stayed in Franco, on, went to Belgium,
One te England and one to America. The Century Co.
received alec a gold medal ; so too did j,. B. Lippincott
Co. of Pbiladelphia.

C. 1'. PtITNA)I'S SoNS will publish shortly Il Great
* Words fromn Great Americahis," a neatly gotten up littît

book iving the Declaration of Independence, the Consti-
tution of the United States, Washington's and Lincoln's

B Inaugural and Farewell Addresses, etc.; 11 Seven Thou-
isand Words 0f ten Mispronounccd," by William IL. P.
.Phyfe ; and a new IlKnickerbocker Nuggt " dcvoted to
1 "lTales by Hcinrich Zschojkke," translated by Parke God-
f win and William P. Prentiss.

f SIR CHARLEs DILKF is cngaged upon a work entitled
1 IlProblcms of Greater lBritain," covering in soute respects~

the same ground of "'Greater Britain." ILt will not be,
*howcvcr, arecord of travel, but a study of comparative

politics and a coniplete survcy of the Empire. Special
fattention will lbc paid to the question of Indtian frontier
*defence, the situation in Canada and South Africa, and

the important problemis which concern Australia. Tlhe
book wilI ho published by Macmillan and Co. ini Jauuary.

1I r is announceil now tlîat J ohn Albert liright will 'not
take any action for sonie tiînc to come with regard to the
publication of his father's papers, including the voluminous
and necessarily nîost intercsting diary. A-i in the case of
Lord Beaconsiold's papers, it is felt that inconvoniences
înight arise if publication wcre to take place during the
lifetime of the Quecu or of Mr. Gladstone. Even the life
Of the late Lord Aberdeen, long since written and printed,
will be withheld, it is statcd, so long as the Qucon is alive,

IlCHARLS Es Euuzwr CaiADDOÇ.K," says the St. Jamps' Ca-
zleIlwas a wll-invented psoudonym, and dect-ivcd authors

and critics on both sides of the Atlantic as to the sex of
the author. " The writer continues: " To bc taken for a
muan is stilî apparently regardcd as a compliment by the
lady writer. That is a mark of subjection which sbould bc
outlived in theseo days of ladies' literary dinners and other
(lemonstrations of fair ladies in revoit, [t is what some
people are fond of calling a signiicant fact, tîtat, whereas
haîf the ladies who write assume masculine pseudonyrme,
we can recaîl no instance of a man writingy under a female
name."1

THEl American artist, IVr. Iheodore WVoîes, whose
stutiies of Japanese life and landscape have recently at-
tractcd wide attention iin New York and London, has
writtern for the September Ccutuery a paper on " An
Anmeîican Artist in Japan," for which a numnbur of bis
oul paintings have been engraved. Mr. Wores describes
many Japanese traits of character 'vhich might ho copied
to advantagc by nations which are generally considered
more bighly civilized. "lAn utter absence of shami," ho
says, " a perfect froedomn from al] affectation, constitutes
one of their îuost admirable qualities. They show no false
or vonoered front to the world, the beauty of their homes
lies more in their interior finish than in a showy outside,
and the lining of their gowns is of ton of a more expensive
snd finer material than the outor stuif."

THE Dominion Illusiratedl, itself occupying a deserv-
edly bonourable place in Canadian poriodical literature,
says : The regret bas often been expresscd that Canada
bas hitherto failed to give continued and paying support
to the higher class of periodical. This is certaitnly to bo
deplored. It is, howevér, some compensation that the daily
press (botb French and English) devott's a good deal of
space to litorary stibjects. For some Lime past this phase
of Canadian joumnalisma bas been bccoming more marked.
Nearly ail the bost city papors and sevemal of the country
journals have on their staff of writers literary mon wbo
keep the Public fairly informed as to what is going on in
the world of lotters. W, have, moroover, at loast one good
literary Journal. If THI? WEE1< wcre published in the
United States or in England, we would pobably learn
more (in Canada) of its monits. Abroad, it takes deserved
rank among the leading expositors Of the t).ught, tasto
and tendencies of our time, and at home it is prizod by
those wbose favourable judgment is worth having. But it
is not rash to say that, were it piiblished in New York, or
Boston or London, its circulation wonld ho ten times, as
great as it is. Meanwbile, it bas, we rejoice to know,
made good its hold on the affections of a sufficient nurnher
of Canadian roaders to assure it against prewature demise.

IZEADINGs FBOM CURRENT LITEIA TURE.

NYHAT I5 A DRAMAI
iTAKE it for granted, notwitbstanding Mr. J-[owells'i

recont suggestions, that Shakespeare bas ' ivon us s0111
vemy faim models in dmamatie fiction, nom do 1 hesitate to
refer to Molière as a playwrîght Of some authomity. Take
froni any play Of Shakespeare or Molière the plot and theme
is loft no continuîty of interest binding togother the bnil-
liant fragments of wit, wisdom, life, and art. Nowhere
does mere dilcttantoism1, or sheer photographie tamenees,
show more absurdly than behind the footlights. Thee mascu-
lation of art, hy gi ving precedence to the com monplace over
the heroic, is not so observable in a novel as in a play.
The reader who bas infinite leisure and very low apprecie.
tion of the function of art may pleese himself for a day or
two witb sOmo so-called nove1 of commonplace existence,
made doubly comnmonplace hy tlroary analysis, but the
thoatre-lover demande vigorous imagination ligbting up a
strong plot, aud ho will not ho content with more gardon.
partY tuif. In this the theatre-lovltr is altogether igbt.
The best art in the novel or the drame is a combination of
invention and presentation. First a plot, next its projec-
tion, then tho breath of bumen life blown from. the lips of
genins. The two great novelists of ail tume, Scott and

L Hugo, like the two great dmraiatists, Shakespeare andi
Moliere, did not view fiction as niere photogrephy. They
undemstood that the framce-work, the bony skeleton of a

sstory, must ho the plot, that its organs muet ho the active
*characters whose functions werc to deve]op the' interest,

and that its vitality miust lie ini the prosoutation of some
form of reasonable beroism, or somne form of extraomdinary

*human exporience. This experieuce might ho thet of a
past ae, or it might ho a reflex of contomporary civilîza-
tion ; but the croation must not fail to have a stamp ahove
the commonplace. Nor must this stamp ho înerely in the
style; it muet sink into the plot anti identify the very

*fibre of the story ; it miuet mark the chamacters evolved;
1it must give force and authomity to the life pmoented, and

by its own heat weld itsecf to the lives of the theatre
1audience, froin the orchestra seats to the hootblack gallory.
*Art is nothing worth having if it is neot an appeal of life

to life, and the dramna is nothing valuable if it is4fnot the
siîuplest and directest of aill vehicles for this appeal. But
what is life without the' stimulus of a plot, without the

*intrigue of ambition, devoid of the sweet and the bitter
*trials of truc love, shomu of the badges of lieroisni and

denied the precious glamour of romance? What a dry,
3tastelese, material tbing the drama would ho, built on the

analytico-commnonplace plan Perhaps it is the most
netural thing in the world that the realias cannot sec
how modern, or rether rocent, realism bias dograded the
draina to its proseut condition. Whon the hero and the
heroine were abolished,'or wore degradod to more kottle.
drui and pienie charecters, it was the death-knell of ail
high dramatic fascination in plays, but it satisfied the
littie relists-nay, it delîglited thom-and now tbey de-
înand that the plot, so dear to ail the groat drematists,
fmom iEschylus to Bulwer, shah be abendoned. 1If the
ambitions young playwright would know what a genuine
draina is, and upon what mIles succose in hie îprofesion
inust depend, let hiiii turn froin the maliats and consult.
hie Shaespeare and his Molière, not foir imitation, but for
synmpathy, direction and enîcouragemenît. MAaurie,' Thenp,.
sonl in Aimerica.

AusriuIAAN IOIII

l'il las bhein said that Australiait politics are the
politice of great questions and little iienl. Like most
generalisations this is hamdly ac"urate. Sir lienry Pamkes,
of New South Wales, anti Sir John Macdonald, of
Canada, are nmen of equel calibre to many who have mnade
for thomselves nemes in Englislb history. Mr. ()Iillies,
Premier of Victoria, lias a parliamentary ekili and Oxpemi-
once which wonld fit im iito lead in any deliberative
asseînbly ; while Sir Samuel Griffith, of <Qutioosland, bias a
genins for practical legislation which bas mado the statute-
book of hie colony a inodel. Among many younger tuei,
the mimes of Mm. Deakin of Victoria, Mr. Barton of Now
South Walee, Mm. Sahm Mackenzie of New Zealand, and
Mr. Inglis Clark of Tasnîania, would ahl, if there wero any
nnity of sentiment between Australia and England, hi'
known to cvery one who taikes an interest in public afFairs.
Nor is the standard of Austrelian Legilatures generally
1oW . t is a mistako to suppose that the majority of
members are either disorderly or corrupt. Personal cor-
ruption is, I believo, ontimely unknown. Suecb impropor
influencing of votes as does occur takes the fomni (not
altogether nnknown in the case of dockyerd-towns in
England) of pleasing the membor by sponding public
nonoy in his constitnency. Memnbers mnay aiso occasionally
useo thoîr position to obtain early information of proJectoul
public works; but those wbo act in this way arce mucb
fewer than tlic tee suspicions Public is ready te believe,
while their conduot lbas ramely, if ever' any referenice to
their votes. Upon the whole, our Parliaments are a faim
reflex of Australian life ; and if thoy are not botter, the
fanît doos not lie witb the constituencies. These, in the
absence of somne distnrbing local feeling, wiîîasamml
choose the best man that oflers himself ; and thoy prefer
an educeted man to one who is uneducated. . . .... 'hb
appeerence of the Netionelist perty in Australian p olitics
will not ho without benefit to England, if it. serves as a
wholesonîe warning against injudiciolis and fenteetic
echemes of union. Organic questions ought not to ho
raised exccpt in cases of necessity; end the doctrinaires
and busyhodies who force them before the prosaiceand
peace-loving voter in Australia are doing more harm to
the cause of union than they can ho awame of. No douît.
the motive of sncb persons is good, and it is therefome
porbaps ungenierous te criticizo their conduct harshly.
Lot tbem confine their efforts e tmnaking Australia andi
othor Colonies known te Englishmen end they will 1)0
rendering a eal public service. The way to consolidate
the scattered dominions of the Quecu is to diffuse infor-
mation, se that the importance of every part niay hoe uni-
versally appmecieted. It cannot ho oxpected that Englishi-
men should follow Colonial effairs witb close interest, but
they might know more about thom than they do. They
ougbt to recognizo that Australien politics are worthy of
attention, not only hecause of thoir heaing upon English
intereste, but because of their intrinsie political importance.
-Mcmkillan's Magazine.

A MAMMOTH GLOBE.

THE termestrial globe of the Paris Exposition je a
mammotb affair. Thougb its size je only a millionth part
of that of the earth, it is forty-two foot in diameter, and
over one bundred and tbirty feet in circumference. On it
the configuration of the different continents, oceans, coun-
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