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who lias struck tliem-they simply wish to get at once and forever away
from sucli a person ; and if they do stay with him, detesting himn ail the
time, lie is nevertheless in no danger fromn smouldering resentment-they
do not wish to do anything to him, but simply to have as littie as possible
to do with him. Under extreme provocation, some of themi are capable
of a sudden murderous rage, in whicli they care not a straw for their own
necks; but that is a very rare thing indeed. Wben treated like gentlemen
they beliave like gentlemen.

Tbey are, in fact-J speak for my own acquaintance among thei;
others inay have a different experience-gentlemen. They show instinc-,
tively a simple refinement and careful breeding. In my own homne we
have in more tian a dozen years had oniy two cooks, bandsome young-
fellows fromn the saine village ;and in ail tliese years, spent under the
same roof, in the isolation of a country bouse, 1 may say that 1 have
liad pretty fair opportunity to know these boys. And 1 have found themn
botli essentially gentlemen. 1 have neyer seen a European foreigner of
their hiumble class whio approacbed tbern in retinemient, simple dignity,
and unfailing sense of propriety. 1 do nlot know how many of our own
boys could go to a foreign land and carry off sucli a position so well. In a
somewhiat cruder way, the farinhands that 1 have seen mnucli of show the
same native retinemnent and propriety, though they are often bashful and
awkward. And 1 do not doubt that they ail have been, in fact, carefully
bred in their simple homes by painstakîng parents. WThen they become
certain that you intend no ridicule, and 'wiIi li8ten witb entire respect,
tliey will tell you a littie about their homes, and front their fragmientary
accounits it is easy to gct an idea of the plain, honest, and temperate
peasantry froin whichi they coure ; and it is an idea that must give one a
sincere respect for thent.

The Chinamnan is, within my experience of hm, freer fromn the vice
of pilfering titan any other labourers we have. Indeed, my observation is,
that, while absolutely unveracious, the Chinese are the most lionest of our
foreigners. They will lie witlh perfect serenity and the clearest conscience
in tire world ; but I question if tbey are not, clasa for class, one of the
most lionest of races. The Chinese merchants bear an excellent naine for
integrity ; and the answer of an educated Chinese gentleman to the ques-
tion, IlXVhat impressed you inost iii the United States î " was IlThe want
of a sense of honour."

Perlbaps the most glaring contrast between the Chinaman of piatforin
invective and the Chiriainan of my personai knowiedge is in the inatter of
cieanliness. 1 do flot know a race on earth, flot even the Anglo-American,
wbose labouring class 15 5o cleanly. What other labourers would, at the
endi of a biard day's work, go haif a mile for water, bring home a cask of it
on a staff across two men's shouiders, and wash their bodies thorougbly
before getting their supper ; and this day after day 1 Nor bave tire Chinese
laliourers uarder iniy observation been exceptional in this, for I have beard
farmers fronti other sections speak of it as a coinmon practice. Their clothes
are kept very dlean, their, bedding frequentiy waslied and sunned, the rooins
they occupy kept scoured and tidy. Moreover, to my surprise, I have
found that our cooks exhibit a fastidiousness and daintiness about matters
of cooking and cieaning that even surpasses our own-and we chance to ho
a fastidîious faiiy. A suspicion about tho age of the meat, or of the eggs,
faint enoughi to be overiooked by tue housewifo, will bring. froin XVan'a
vigorous protest against cooking themn, and if it is done, you may be sure
no ntorgel wili pass lus lips; bandages and messes that liave been in a sick-
roont, nîilk.pans that have not been sufficiently scalded, leaky drains, or
slops tlirown on the. ground, lie regards, apparently instinctiveiy, with al
the eniotinso a modemn sanitarian would desire to see. I bave learned to
repose with a înost comfortable confidence on the blameless past of aIl that
comes to my table, so long as Wan presides, for F' cannot outdo bini in
fastidiousness. Tihis cleanliness nmust be, 1 think, a very comînon trait
among even the city Chinese ; for notwithstanding ail tlie lurid tales of
Chinatown's filtli, it is noticeabie that the health-rates are Iiigli among
thent.

Again, any candid mind must be moved to respect for a labouring
class wlîîcb, undur sucli a struggle for existence as theirs lias been for
generattons, could dovelop a kindly and generous temperament, and a
love of books. We are in the habit of thinking that a liard grind and
necessity of close econoiny for a single generation will nuake a man close-
fisted ; and we have seen the effect of such conditions in Yankee and Scotch
farmers. But thc Chinese that I have known, and that my acquaintances
have known, are genierous ; they hlp each other with money ; they mnake
presents of great value in proportion to, tlieir means. It is considered
axiomatic licre that tbey hoard everything, spend nothing that they can
lielp, and take ail their money to China at last. Those that I know do
not. Tliey almost always have their passage money to pay back (and for
ail tlie talk about Ilslavery " and Ilcooleyismi," this is the only lien that
any one lias had on any of the Chinamen I have known-tbey spend their
money exactiy as they please, thougli with great respect for the dlaims of
relatives), and they pinch themselves till this is done; they aiso have often
to support parents or chiîdren in China; but after these dlaims are paid,
tbey like to use their money-to make presents, to buy watches and nice
clothes and American notions, to engage in small speculations in truck-
gardening. They take failure in these speculations very well, and I have
seen them. iaugh as braveiy as an American wlien the savings Of two years
liad gone down in one of thent. They can give away, and they can loser
in legitimate business, but they cannot endure to be cheated, and there is t
more tumuit over fiye dollars Iost by misplaced confidence than over five
liundred lost by a miscalculation of the cabbage market. As to their
kindliness, it is noticeable: they are fond of domestic. animais, and espe- t
cialiy fond of and good to cbuldren. Considering that their nation is
officially cruel, and keeps up judicial torture, one would expect to find in
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thent the stolid cruelty that they are accused of. And certainly it is in
thein, but it is in reserve ; their dominant character is kindly. Wlien they
feel called upon to be cruel, tbey can be go without a shiver; but they
have no wanton cruelty about theni. It is exactly tbe quality one would
expect iii a people kindly by nature, yet practisiu 'g judicial torture. It is
probably one of the many instances in whicb the union of Chinese and
Tartar produces incong-ruities iii thiien. Tire pure ChinesG character is, I
judge, more of the Japanese type-gentie, refined, inteilectual, honourablo,
and very capable of progress; the 'Fartar, froni Mongolia to Turkey, cruel,
stolid, andi unprogressive. As to the love of books, it is very usuai te
find your Chinese servant devoting bis spare tinte to reading-and not
nierely to the acquisition of our langýuage, but to their own literature and
science. XVan exp?ained to rie bis views on this point : I think ono mari
no like read books, no got anytiitg to do whei lie no work, bimneby lie go
round, lie gainble, smnoke opium, no good ; pretty soô)n hoe get liko Wing
(a broken-down Chinamnan of lis acquaintance). Il One utan lie like read,
he stay home, ho read ail tinte, no like to gamuble, ho stay pretty good,
lie get sinart, no get sick."
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TO LIEADERS AND CORRESPONDENTS.

AU communications intentai for the Editor inust be addrassed: EnîTR or TusE WirEm
5 Jordan Street, Toronto.

Oontril,îtorsi who ttadir.3 thoir MS, roturued, if ot acceptod, iut onclose staiiip for that
purpose.

hilt. (;OLDWIN SNIITII ON 'l'îE IRISII CRiISIS.

To t/te Editor of The leek:
Siit,-In iiE WEEmc- for Decemnbor 31 there is a statesmanlike article

on the Irish crisis, by the only main of world-wide faine on titis sido of the
Atlantic wlho lias the moral courage to speakc tire truth about Ireland.

Lt is doubtful whether tiiere is any country where the righit of a man
to keep bis own I)roperty is more strongly upheld than is the case in
Canada. Flence wo attract B3ritish capital, for it is weli kuown that *sucli

invstîiets resafe. W/bat is wanited iii Ireland is Egihsecurity (as
distimmguishcd froin Irish imsecurity) for life, person, liberty, and proporty.
The Celtic nations require a stronger mIle thau tire Teutonlic nations.
Practically iii Ireland they have lîad in past tintes anti still bave a weaker
rule. ie pre.sclt state of iiusecurity is driving capital out of tite counmtry.
lie endeavour of true Irisl patriots (if titere are aity) shouild iîe to attraet
Britisb capital to develop tliue courcî's4of a haif devýlope uîîtry. if Eng-
lishi security liad prevailed there unimterruptedly for the last forty years thuere
would have beemi at least ait additional two litudred millions stering of Brit-
isi capital invested in Leaîîd, wlîich, on tîte low reckonin g of wages and
expenditure bciitg only five per cent., wouhui mnean toit millions sterlinîg
additmoîîal aîtnual incomîte to thte Irish population. Instead of that, Eiltglisbh
and Scotch capitalists will invest anywhere cisc in the world except in
Ireiand, for tltoy kniot titat titere it wvculd be insagfe, to (Io so.

ie Economisi, tire lending '&En glislt iiiîaitcial jountal (Liboral iii poiitics),
States iii its issue of Decemnber 26 : II One of the iirst cfrects of tho rocont
success of thte Natioîtalists rit tue polis lias beemi to cau4e capital to leave
Irelaîtd in alarini, aîîd depreciate tue value of Irish property?" Iii Iecein-
ber, 1884, the Bank of Irelamîd stock stood at 336,1 ; oit Decomber 23, 1885,
ait 260 ; being 3U1 lower thait tire lowest value durng tite past ton years.
Aîîd ail otiier stockçs htave depreciated.

Mr. Goldwin Sinîti lon,, ago truly observed that wo bave no more
right to take twenty per ccitt. from, the landiords to give otier people than
we liave to deal in a simiilar mnariner witi dry goods, groceries, cash rit banks,
or any other description of property. Ilaviîîg obtained tweîtty per coent.
front the laîîdiords of farmis-tbc rcinaining eigimty per ceit, being dealt
with on patriotie "doîî't-yoîî wisi.yoi.muîay get-it" principles, backed by
Irish moral force-Mr. Davitt lias now inaugurated a itovenient to deal in
a similar manner witb Irous(, property iii towns, and if the Irish get a real
Irish Parliainrtt this inovemîtent wvill be successfui. Tbat doue, trades and
business will îîext bo tantpercd witlt, aîud utter ruiu will ho tue resuIt.
Wbat mon wiil invest or ittîprove with sucit anr outlook ?

Iii the weekly editios. of tire Lonudon Timnes for Dec. 25, page 8, it is
shown that in the coîîtestcd county olections iii Catholic Ireland (excluding
Ulster), notwithstandiîtg ail thteir terroriziîtg, the Parnellites, witiî priestly
aid, could only force te vote for thent sixty-ouc aid two-thýirds per centt. of
the votons, aîîd that the enormnous proportion cf tiîirty-one and one tîtird,
per cent. staid away, tite majoi.ity of whoîu, ltad it been safo, would have
voted for tue Unionists.

Mr. Goidwin Smith, speakiug of Mr. Gladstone, truiy observes Ilwhat
calamities itas this man's incapacity for govorntent, couubinod witb bis
dazzling gifts and imposimtg qualities, brougltt upon tite nation 1 " Lord
Palmerston aiways said that if Mr. Gladstone becaîne Premier it would
ead te great disasters, and bis prophecy was a true one. The ltistory of
q1r. Gladstone's dealings with Ireland is very strong proof of wliat Mir.
?roldwin Smnith bas well described as tte evils of Partyism. Numbers of the
4-iberals bave, as is weil known, voted for their party in opposition to their
'eal sentiments, upon tbe Irisli Land Act as well as on other matters, at
lie biddîng of Mr. Gladstone.

Whatever may bappen, of this we may be sure, that tampering witli
lie eightb and, sixth Commandments wiil not lead te prosperity.

Yours, LIBERÂL.
Toronto, January 8, 1886.


