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THE HOLY SEE

Manitoba

( From The Tablet.)

Mgr. Merry del Val will sail
te-day on board the ‘Umbria’ for
Canada, and never has any ves-
sel carried so rich 2 freight of
hopes for the peace of the Domi-
nion. The Apostolic Delegate
goes out as the representative of
the Sovereign Pontiff to aid in
settling a question which has
been a trouble to Canada for se-
ven years, and embittered her
public life as nothing else has
done. We have seen that what
is known as *“ the Laurier-Green-
way settlement” is unacceptable,
because, however it might work
in particular localities, (it s
based upon a system which has
been condemned by tne Holy
See. It is months ago since we
announced that that ‘settlement’
was to be regarded as an arran-
gement which was tentative rd-
ther than final. We spoke of it
as intended to serve as a basis
for further negotiatious, and not
at all as standing, necessarily,
for the last word of concession.
This view of the situation was
somewhat hastily challenged by
critics, who, perhaps, forgot that
London, the sensitive nerve-
centre of the Empire, was quite
as likely to be well informed as
to the objects and policy of the
Government at Ottawa as cities
situated on the Red River, or
even upon the St. Lawrence. At
any rate it is now happily ad-
mitted in Canada that the ques-
tion. is still open, and that no
party is irrevocably committed
to the terms of the settlement
arranged between Mr. Laurier
and the Prime Minister of Manji-
toba.  Thus the Conservative
“Monde” says : “ Les libéranx,
Mr. Laurier en téte et tous ses
serviles organes en queue, ont
essayé de chanter une nouvelle
chanson. Le Réglement n’'était
pas définitif ; il n'était qu'une
base de réglement sur laquelle
les parties intéressées pourraient
discuter et parvenir i s'enten-
dre.” Even more direct testi-
mony is afforded by Mr.Laurier's
own organ in Quebec,“Le Soleil,”
which, after admitting that the
bresent proposals are regarded
as unsatisfactory, says: “But we
have not reached the end, and
we have good reason to hope
that further negotiations may
yet result in an honourable set-
tlement.” The mere fact that for-
ty-five Catholic members of the
Senate and Commons of Canada,
including four or five members
of Mr. Laurier’s Administration

Ve associated themselves in g
common request to the Holy See
to send an Apostolie Delegate
With powers to deal with this
question was of itself a sufficient
indication thyy the time for ne-
gotiation wag not yet ended. For
1t 18 obvious that'if Mgr. Merry
del' Val ‘were to find himself
obliged to leaye Canada with
his work undone, and to report
that he had been unable to se-
cure for the minority ip Mani-
toba their reasonabls rights, he
Wwould at any rate leave behind

~lm a united Catholic party, and

¥

" party united in OPposition to

e Government of Mr. Laurier,
. ¥ must he clearly |borne
n mind jp any estimate of
the Present pelitical situation
I Canagy that the Govern.
ment at Ottawa i kept in

the votes
of the overwhelm}irngly Cath-
olic _Province of Quebec. In
the 8ix Protestant Provinces the

two great political parties, as
far as their representation in the
Federal Parliament is concerned,
are almost equally divided.

rier the support of 50 out of its
65 members, and that majority
of 85 keeps the Liberal party in
power at Ottawa. This help of
the Catholic province was given
to Mr. Laurier in the full faith
that he would secure redress for
the Catholics of Manitoba, and
because he stands pledged to
his promise of May 7 to bring
about a aettlement which should
be “a la satisfaction de toutes les
parties intéressées,” and failing
that, not to hesitate “a exercer
ce recours constitationnel que
fournit la loi—recours que ) exer-
cerai complet et entier.” Thege
words of the Primé Minister
stand on record, but his follow-
ers from Quebec are even more
deeply pledged. The great majo-
rity of the members returned by
the Catholic province signed a
promise by which they solemn-
ly undertook to resign their
seats if the Government failed
to see justice done to the
Catholics of Manitoba. In joining
in an invitation to the Holy See
to send out an Apostolic Delegate
to Canada, these men have
burned their boats behind them,
They are bound either to sécare
for the oppressed: minority in
Manitoba such terms asin the
opinion of the representative of
the Holy See they are entitled
to, or else to withdraw their
support from Mr. Laurier, and
so wreck the Liberal party in
the Dominion. The very- fact,
however, that Mgr.Merry del Va]
goes out with the cordial assent
of all the Catholic members of
the Government is itself suffi-
cient proof that it is confident]
expected that an honourable
and satisfactory arrangement
will be arrived at. e are con-
vinced that Mr. Laurier is per-
sonally anxious for such a result;
and certainly in this case his
highest duty, his honour, and
his political interest, all combine
to point out to the Liberal lead-
er the path in which he must
tread. ~ Happily, if the Parlia-
ment ot Manitoba should, con-
trary to expectation, persist in
refusing further concessions, and
so compel Mr. Laurier to redeem
his pledge to use the powers of
the Federal Government to the
utmost, he may rely wupon the
loyal co-operation and support
of the leaders of the Conserva-
tive party. But Mr. Greenway
must recognize by this time that

Dominion, as ezpressed by the
leaders of both parties at Ottawa,
is against this intolerant attempt
to rob the Catholic minority of
their separate schools. So far he
has successfully asserted the in-
dependence of the province, and
withstood the action of the Par-
liament of Canada, and he ma
well be satisfied with his
achievement. He hag now to
deal at'Ottawa with men belong-
ing to the same political party
as himself, and must understand

terms, he is signing the death-
warrant of the Liberal party in
Federal politics.

There is still Some room for
difference of opinion as to the
exact constitutional rights of the
Catholics of Manitoba as Jajd
down by the Privy Counci] in
Brophy’s case. Many of our
friends iu Canada take the view
which was expressed by the
Hon. Charles Mills in the debate
upon the Remedial Bill. Accord-
ing to this opinion the Parlia-

Catholic Quebec gives Mr.Lau-|h

the public opinion of the whole C

that, if he refuse to come to|Th

but is bound to proceed to grant
redress as soon as they have
ascertained that the minority,
being entitled to appeal to them,
ave demanded it and cannot
get it from the Province. We
have not the slightest wish to
lay down the law to anybody,
and we shall presently show
that the point is not quite so im-
portant in the present case as
it seems ; but we do not share
Mr. Mills’ view. 1In the first
place the Act says :

“In case any decision of the
“Governor-General in Council on
“any appeal under this section is
“not duly executed by the proper
“provincial authority in that
“behalf, then, and in every such
“‘case, and as far only as the cir-
“‘cumstances of each case may re-
“quire, the parliament of Canada
“may make remedial laws for the
“due execution of the provisions
“of this section, and of any deci-
“sion of the Governor-General in
“Council under this section.”

If it had been intended to re-
fuse the Parliament of Canada
anydiscretion in the matter, and
to make the clause more than
permissive,we should expect to
find the word “shall” where in
fact we find “may”. Then con-
sider the consequences of Mr.
Millsinterpretation. The second
sub-section of the 22nd Section
of the Manitoba Act is wider in
its application than the first sul.-
sectionin two ways. It has
been held to extend io post-Union
legislation, and so covers the Act
0f1890; and also extends to legis-
lation which “affects” the edu-
cational rights of the minority
and ndt merely to legislation
which “prejudicially affects” it,

Ylas in the first sub-section. If

once Manitoba had legislated
upon education, its work . pagsed
for ever out of its control and
could never be repealed or modi-
fied, or even improved, withouat
the assent of the minority.
The circumstances of the pro-
vince might become entirely
changed, but no alteration in the
school laws ef the province
would be possible without
the assent of, perhaps. 2 minute
minority. . Under these circnm-
stances the permanency of the
laws of the Medes and Persiang
would be nothing to those of
Manitoba. Surely it is impos-
sible "to suppose t.hat it was
meant to give the minority sych
an absolute power to block legis-
lation that the Parliament of
anada would be forced to asgist
them to prevent any change,
however heneficial, which they
liked to object to. At the same
time, though we
the Dominion Parliament would
be constitutionally entitled to
use its own discretion, in the
present case it has no choice but

Y |to enforce the frayer of the Ca-

tholic minority. Not only arethe
equities of the case ahgolutel

nada is precluded by its own
action from doing an}}l’thing else.

e decision in Brophy's case es-
tablished the right of the Qath-
dlics to appeal to the Governor-
General in Council. They did so,
and the Governor-General acting
with his responsible advyisers,
and exercising the quagi-appell-
late jurisdiction vested in him,
heard the appeal and declared
that it was well grounded. When
Manitoba refused to obey the
Remedial Order, the parliament
of Canada brought In the Reme-
dial Bill to-enforce and give effect
to the decision of the Governor-

ment of Canada has no discretion,

General, and carried its Second

Mr.Mills, therefore,is right,when |},

R:,ading by a substantial majo-
rity.

The Liberal Party, when op-
posing the Bill, explained that
they did so solely because they
believed .they could secure the
same object by other means.
Those other means are now on
their trial. If they fail, Mr. Lay.
rier is bound by every considera-
tion of duty and
revert to the policy of his oppo-
nents, and so to give effect to
the judgment of the Governor-
General as ratified in Parliament
by the vote of March 20, 1896.

—
Brieflots.

e

The Free Press refuses to call
the Tribune names on the plea
that it is useless to fire a cannon
at a cat,

—_—

Lord E. Talbot, who made hig
maiden speech in the House of
Commons on the 15th of March,
is the Duke of Norfolk’s brother.
Like the Duke, whom he resem-

bles very much he is a fervent
Catholic.

Carter H. Harrison, the recent-
ly elected Mayor of Chicago, gra-
duated from St.Ignatius ( Jesuit)
Oollege in that cityin 1881. His
father, it will be remembered,
Wwas assassinated while holding
the office of Mayor of the same
city.

“New Ideas” for March gives
a sectional diagram of thes first
practical portable acetylene gas
lamp, patented in the U 8, Janu-
ary Sth.by H. E. Casgrain, of
Quebec. A lamp on the same
lines was tried lately at St. Bo-
niface College and gave a ver
brilliant, steady light for severa)
ours.

The Prince Albert Advocate
publishes a letter from Hig Lord-
ship Bishop Pagcal’s secretary,
Rev. Father Michel. O.M.1, flat-
ly contradicting the statement
made in a previous issue of that
paper that His Lordship had at-
tacked Protestants and Protes-
tant schools in a sermon preach-
ed at St. Louis de Langevin.
The word * Protestant » had
ot even been used. His Lord-
ship merely pointed out that the
Catholic Church insists upon her
children being elucated in Catho-
lic schools. The Advocate’s in-
forment evidently does not un-
derstand French, the language in
which the sermon wag preached.

——

The Bt:andon Sun, in answer
to the objection that wmr. John W,
Sifton should not be appointed

believe that G

overnor of the Northwest
Territories because he is the
father of the present Minister of
the Interior, replies ‘that, “as
that event occurred some thirty-
8iX years ago, it seems hardly
fair to bring it up against him

! y . Quite true, ; besi
g-|clear, but the parliament of Ca- now. " Quite trae Sunay esides,

nalism. John. W. is like Judge

* Roscoe

known mainly  as
However,

Conkling’s father.”
Sunny, you are off the track.
Tom Greenway is the proper
man for Governor of the Terri-
tories.

—_—
In “Our Dumb Animals” for
March, Mr. George T, Angell
says : “Just before going to press
comes to our table the New York
“ Journal ” of . February 19th
with two columnsg telling ‘how

ina New York schoo] a pet kitten

Wwas vivisected by a “lady” teach-

honour to|§

y|if you could show

this is not nepotism but pater-| W

Conkling who resented being P

er. One_.‘ h’tﬂe boy vomited, one
little girl fainteg away and se-
veral of the children were made

in the after-noon. “Thig kind of
business comes from the infernal
education now being ‘given so
widely in some of our Protestant
colleges and schools. How Po-
meroy would have enjoyed it!
aying nothing of the truth oy
falsity of any form of religious
belief one thing is as clear to us
as the rising of the sun, namely
that is a thousand times better
for the human race that the
children of Protestant parents
should become Catholics than
that they should become devils.
No cat-killing is allowed in paro-
chial schools or convent acade-
mies !”

| Who are the Priest-ridden 2

In one of the newspaper offices
here,says the Washington Church
News, just as all the" copy” was
In and things were slack, one
of the men, commenting on ap
item, began berating the Catho-
lics as priest-ridden A woman
writer was preparing - for home
when she asked: “What do
you mean by priest-ridden?”
“I mean that the Catholics sup-
port a body of lazy Priests far in
excess of the demand ; that they
have them not only for use but for
ornament,such as monks ; I mean
that they are priest- ridden in
every semse ; that they are the
very antithesis of plain Protes.
tantism. You cannot walk out
without meeting & priest.”

“Do you seriously thini what
your words imply?I wonderi you
would care to know the trath?”
“Most assuredly,I would be glad

_ otherwise,
sald the man with that air of
tolerance "which characterizes a
cocksure bigot. « The whole

I say.”

tistics do not,” zaiq the lady.
Then turning the leaves of the
ast census Teports, she said, “I
find here that the Catholics .are
the largest religious denomina-
tion in the country,

"It is shown that for over six
millions of People they have 6012
priests, or one priest, inclad
Ing bishops and monks, foreach
1,027 Catholic people in the -
1ted States. I find that the Bap-
tists have two million ‘members,
and 15,401 ordained Ministers, oy
one minister for every 139 mem-
bers. The Methodist Episcopal
Church numbers 3 little over a
million and a half. They support
9,261 ordained Ministers, or one
to each 181 mempers. The Pres-
byterians haye 5 minister to care
for each 117 mempers, Every 107
Oongregationalists have a minjs-
ter to eep them in the straight
and narrow path.”

“Will you let me see those

statistics 77

“Certainly. ‘Let the galled jade

Wince, our withers are anwrung.’
Yhen it comes to -being priest-

ridden it would seem that plain

Totestants haveto carry about
ten times more weight than the
Catholics. »

This reminds us of one of the
late T. W. M. Marshall’s favorite
sayings, that there wag more
Priest- craft in one week in the
most obscure Protestant sect
than there has been in the Cathol-

Magus down to our owp,

e e T —

Hon. Senator Bernier's recent Bpeech

in the Senate will be published next
week. '

sick and could not attend school

world knows the truth of what

“The world may know,but sta-_

ic Church from the days of Simon




