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cal raiiraad buildings, îvhich for the niost part dispiay a contemptuau direar

of every principle save tlîat of the barest utility.
But my visit ta Boston ivas of short duration. Leaving that citv by the

miorning express of the Albany road,' I was soon au îy way westward, regrettiilg

that arrangements previously made lîad placed it out of my power ta select the

aore interesting ratite by way of Fitchburg and the Hoosac Tunînel, wiîich wouid

hve given me an oppartunity ta make acquaintance with soi-e granîd maunitaili

Scenery, and at the saine time enable mie ta appreciate at its full aortli tue

Canadian energy and perseverance wluich completed the great tuninel after seve-

rai American cantractors had given up the task in despair. The Albanîy route

traverses the same niauntain ranige sanie thirty or farty miles further sauth, by a

'series of heavy grades where two powerful engines can oniy liaul. tue traini at

easy walking speed, in same places. This range passed, the train glides down

the steep descent beyand at a breakneck pace, stapping oniy for a miomenit at

Pittfied, earwhih paceis he elebrated Shaker Village of New Iebanon.

But jtist naw we have not tinie ta spare for a ten mile drive over the bis ta

interview Eider Frederick Evans and ascertain w'hetlier the miost remarkable

feligious cammunity in the world is stili progressing as prasperoisy as eî er.

Soon after tlîis the beautifuil vale of tlîe Hudson coîîes iii sigli;t. far below

Ils, tawards the west;, and a rapid run of twenty inuii~tes moare briiîgs us uuîider

-the shadaw of the huge capital that New York State is building for tue benefit

,Of her legisiatars, at the risk of bankruptcy ta herself. liard by the placid

Hudson glides due soutlî, bearing its ioad of iîeavilyfreiglited canîal boats that

have warked their way down the sinuosities of what lias been disrespectfuily

,termed thîe Erie Ditclî.
(To be contiqiued.)

SCIENCE AND THE EXODUS.

BV PRINCIPAL DAWSON, NMcG]LL LOLLE(,MN iA

IL-REPHIDINI AND SINAI.

If this question be considered as, settied theii it reniains ta iiiquire whicl

Of the mauintain suiimits af that gratîp of hlis iii the Southeril end of th(

Peninsula which seera ta be desiguiated in the Bible by the geîîerai naine a

Hoareb, shauld be regarded as tlîe verîtable "lMoit of the Law." J1'ive of dtl

'flauntain sunîmits of thîis region have laid dlainms ta thîis distinîction; and thieiu

relative mnerits thîe explorers test by seveii criteria whicl nmust be fulfilled b>- thct

actual moi.tain. Thësiie are: (r) A mauitain averiooking a plain iii which dtl

n"1iOs f srelcoldbe assembled. (2) Space for tepeople tIlreiiivc

and stand afar off" wheîi the voice of the Lord was heard, and y-et ta lîcar

ithat Vaice. (3) A well defined peak distinctly visible from the plain. (4) A

lnilOuntain 50 precipitotis that the people might be said ta I stand under it " auîd
'ta ouc it bae. () Amoutai capable of beiîîg isolated by bourdaries.

(6) A maOuntain with sprungs and streanis of water in its vicinuty. (7) Pastur-

age ta maintain the flocks of the people for a year.

BY these criteria the surveyors at once reject twa of tlîe niuntains, Jebel

'lEjmaeh and Jebel Umm-alawi, as destitute of suficieuit water and pasturage.

jebel Katharina, whose claimns arise froin a statement of Josel)hus tliat Sinai

'was the highest mountain of the district, which this j)eak actualiy us, wîtlî the

exception of a neighbouring sunimit 2?5 feet higher, they reject because of the

fact that it is not visible froin any plain suital)le for the eiîcampiieit of tlic

11sraelites Mount Serbàl *has in modern tumes had sauîe advacates, but the

surveyars allege in opposition ta these tla le oîo iias lias hieen stated,

insciptonsmar plntiul here thaîî elsewhere, that the traces of early

'Chr istian occupancy do not point ta t aiy more tlîan early tradition, aîîd that

it does nat meet the topographical requiremeiits 11î preseuitiuig a defined peak, a

ýcoiienieîît camping-ground, or a sufficient aniatint of pasturage.

There only remains then the long estal)lished aîîd veîîeratcd Jebel Musa-

the arthodox Sinai ; and this iii a renîarkable and coiispiclious manuier fulfils

the required conditions, and besides ilhistrates the narrative itself iii unexpected

waYs. This niauntain lias, howýever, two damiîant peaks, tlîat of jebel Musa

rae, 7,363 feet in lîeiglît, and tlîat of Ras Sufsaféh ,3 ethg udo

these the explorers do not liesitate at once ta 1)refer tue latter. This p)cak or

Tide S esriedasalnîas isola ed, as descendiuig precipitously ta the great

Plain of the district, Er Rahah whl s capbl of n~modatîing twa millions

'O persans in full view of the peak, and lias ample caniping-grouid for the

'wliole hast in its tributary valleYs. Magnificeuit phatograplis of tlîis plaini aîîd

the ounitain, are given in the work, wlîicli leave îîo reasaii ta doubt that it is

Just sluch a theatre of the giviuig Of the lai" as thie moSt sangtuinie and vivid

Imagination would conceive. "IFran the time when the traveller enters the

Plain, the Peak of Sufisafehi stands out sharp and clear against the sky," and lie

fevet loses sight of it for a moment tili 6hcrsetedywa b tis

fctand gazes up at the tremendous cliff in front of hi, and which us suficiently

%steep ta be described as a mounitain tha ma'e oced."Fatriiss

C5OMPletely separated froni the neighb9ouring mounitains that a short and easily

intelligible description would define uts liniitS, which could be easily marked

'ont.
Another remarkable feature is that we have here the brook descending out

' Of the moult referred ta in the ExodUS, and besideS this five other perennial

ýstreamjs inadto omn od s.s The couintry is hy no means desert,
in~~~~~~~ adito t a»godpngiigated and attended ta forms good

btSupplies much pasturage ; and when irims
gardens, and is indeed one of the best an( as fertile spots of the whole

Peninsula. The explorers show that the statements of some hasty travellers

ýwho baye given a different view are qutite incorrect, and also that there is reason

10o belieye that there was greater rainfaîil and more yerdure in ancient times than

~tPresent in this part of the counitry. They further indicate the Wady Shreick

'1 Which is the stream descendiuig ftonri the mounit, as the probable place of the

lInaking and destruction of the golden caîf, and a bill knowfl as jabel Moneijel?,

the Moiunt of conference, as the probable site of the taberniacle. They think ut

'1 imxprobable tbatwhile Ras Sufsafeh was the Mount of the Law, thie retire-

Mient of Moses duri .ni bis sojourui on thie mount rna>' have been bebind this

Peak> un the recesse!ý4 Jebel Musa, whicb thus miglit proper>' bear his naine.

Other interesting consideratians are of a politicai and military nature. It
wvas necessary for the Israe]ites ta have a secure dweiling place for sanie time,
in arder that their religious and social institutions might be fully arganized
before their march northward ta Canaan. For this purpose the plain of Er
Raliah and the regian ini its vicinity were admirably fitted. Lt is in the very heart
of the peninsula, and aîmroached only by passes easily defended. one of which
the Israeiites themselves had ta force at Rephidim. lt was toa remate ta be
attacked by Egyptian expeditions, had these been sent against it, and tlie
Amalekites after their chastisement at Rephidim wvere nat iikely ta assault a

pliace whase strength ivas sa %veli known. It ivas an the barders of the terri-
tories of the friendly MUidianites, with whomn Moses hiad sojourned so long and
w-as connected by marriage. It wouid thus give a secure abode, with supplies
of wvater and pasture ; and after the hardships already endured by the people,
would appear ta them a haven of comparative rest ; while on the other hand it
was sufficiently a wiiderness ta wean them, froini Egyptian habits and train them,
ta the hardihaaod of a desert life.

In geological character the Simai mounitains, including the Mount of the
Law, are of great antiquity and simple structure. They consist of a red syenitic
granite assaciated wvith other ancient crystalline rocks, and an which rest mica
schists and gneisses much aider than the sandstone of the region, which, is
knawn ta be of the age of aur Coal-forniation rocks. Thus the syenite of Simai,
thaugh a rock of igneaus arigin, must have been caaled down in the far back
Paloeozoic age af Geolagy. This effectualiy and farever disposes of the theory
hieid by saine interl)reters o>f Exadus, that Sinai wvas avolcanic mounitain, and
that the terrific l)lienaniena which accampanied the giving af the law were those
of an eruption. Lt is ta be abserved also that Il tic tlîuiders and lightiîings
and tlîick clouds " of the M,\osaic narrative, rather resemble the appearances of
an atmasl)heric disturbance than of a volcanic eruptiaîi.

Lastly-for the beiîefit of tiiose w~ho lave ta consider the purely human
eleinent iii religionî, M\oses had sojourned in the region, and kîîew perfectly the
ivay by whîch lie w~as leadiiîg his peole ; a îvay whichi lie hiad fully learned in
lîis long exile. 'l'le place hiad been indicated ta Iinii by divinîe revelation, but
independently of this it is evidently oîîe of tliose grand shrines of nature which
inan vaiiuly tries ta rival iii lus temples and cntliedrals, and which strikeC awe
into the huiian hieart, and iead it ta iofty tlîoughits and imaginings ; aîîd such
a place niust have liad peculiar iml)ressiveiiess ta a p)eople reared ini the flats of
the 1 Egyptian delta and ilo iîad just beeiî stirred by the nuarveilous experiences
and exciteinents of thieir flîghit froin iigypt. Lt ivas tiîus anc of lie inost itting
spots on earth ta he the thieatre of the revelatian ta man of a tîw and purer
faith, unmnixed with the fignients of hurnan invention, and lcading ta a worship)
of' the anc God the Creator.

THE FUTURE LIFE.

No. II.

I have dwelt on tlîe argument froni tie cliaracter of God and is relation
ta mani. There is another argumenit for the doctrine of eternal punislîment
drawn fromn the New Testamîent Scriptures. Let tus look at thiat a little. 1 readil>'
grant that tliere are man>' passages in the New Testamenit which seeun ta teachi
thie doctrine of eternal punishinent, as ut us lîeld b>' tlîe clîtrclies. But it must
in faimess be also admitted thiat mauîy passages teacli the doctrine of final
restaration. For uiîyself 1 ain couîviuiced thiat the Scriptures do not salve the
îrolleuin. Jesus Christ speaks of Il everlasting fire, prel)ared for thie devîl and
his anigels," of"I the worm that dietlî not, and thîe fire thiat is nat queuîched," of
sins agaiuîst the Holy Ghost wlîiclîIl shiail neyer be forgiveuî, neither iii this world,
uîor iii that which is ta caune." Tliese texts, if taken without au>' reservation, or
refiuîemieut, chearh>' couîvey the idea of a condemnation ta, wliich there is no end.
But on tlîe other hîaud thiere are passages whichi enîîhatically teach the doctrinîe
of filial restoratian. 'l'lie Apostle Patul says thiat Il the last enemny thiat shal lie
destroyed is death." He sl)eaks of a tune vhien God shail be the "lail ini ail,"
nîaking no distinîctionî betiveen blessed and condenied. Then IlaIl things shahl
be gathered togethier iii Christ," as the Head. Auîd iugain, the passage I quated
before that, "as iii Adani a/ die, evCîî so in Christ shahl ail," not saune, but
,i/ he nmade alive. Here is au apparenit conîtradictionî. But ive are suire that
tîîe Word of (3od canuiot coitradict itself. AIl thiat we cauî do is ta try and fiuîd
flic eueral teaching of Scripture, ând then perliaps we slîall find soniîe reasolîable
explanlatî ýof passages thiat l)ewilder tus ioîv.

1 dwelt in tlîe previaus article oui thie religiaus ideas the Jews hîad about the
future life. 'Flic> believed tlîat thîey were thîe elect of God predestined ta a blessed
state, in a blessed place ; a ieîv jerusaleni, whose streets were of gald, and walls
of jaspar, having a temple immeasurabl>' grander tlîan that which crowned the
Mouint Moriah. For their enemies tliere was a state and a place of torment.
TIc>' called it lieli or gehîcuna. The idea became frlroted during that dark
pemiod whîich intervened between the returu frai catuy and the comung of
Christ. Frai the almost intolerable miseries of life, they took refuge in the
hope of a ftuture Paradise, and unable ta avenge the wrangs the>'
suffered, the>' comforted thenîselves with the idea that their
enemies îvould have ta suiffer endless, and horrible, torture in the world ta came.
0f course Paganismn, b>' whiclî tbey were great>' influuenced ail this timie, lîad
much ta do with it. Just outside of Jerusaleun w4s a horrible place-the valley
in which Ahaz at one tume set up thîeir worship of Moloch, ta whom chîidren
were burnt alive in sacrifice. It wag polluted in the turne of Josuali; and un the
tume of Christ it was the place where ail the refuse and filth of the cit>' la>' rot-
ting and smouldering wuth thue fire and the worm. That valle>' of Hinnoin
becamne the syunbol of bell. The imaginati on took hold of it, and man>' a Rabbi
pointed ta it as the ver>' entrance ta Gebenna itself. Now Jesus Christ was a
true teacher of the people. He had a metbod of teaching-and one part of it
was this-ta seize hold of current nations or popular ideas, and use thein for

is own purposes. That He did with the ideas of priesthood and sacrifice, and
cereunanial law. And that He did with the current notiôns of a future state.
But instead of applying themn ta the future, He made thern bear upon the

present. Instead of speaking of a bell after death for Romans and bad Jews,
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