THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

I21

which for the most part display a contemptuous disregard

lity. )
ration. Leaving that city by the
oon on my way westward, regretting

~can railroad buildings, )
of every principle save that of the barest utt
But my visit to Boston was ofdshIort du
morning express of the Albany road, I was soon :
that arrganggments previously made had placed 1t out of myTpo“ e; tqhsizl}ffv?oglls
more interesting route by way of Fitchburg and the HO‘?TaC unne’, “d mountain
have given me an opportunity to make acquaintance e S(zm'f g;flll? worth the
scenery, and at the same time enable me to appreciate a tl ts mnnel after seve-
‘Canadian energy and perseverance which complgted the .greaThl Albany route
ral American contractors had given up the .task in despair. i eh o tyh by
traverses the same mountain range some thirty or forty mllfl:i ]Lgitulertl?eutl'(;inyat
series of heavy grades where two powerful engines cand 031()3 train glides down
easy walking speed, in some places. This range passed, Iy for a moment at
the steep descent beyond at a breakneck pace, stoppmg.IIOTLY of New Lebanon.
Pittsfield, near which place is the celebrated Shaker Vi ap'e vér he hills to
But just now we have not time to spare for a ten mile dmhe (o] ot remarkable
interview Elder Frederick Evans and ascertain 'whether ; eer(l;:lgly as ever.
zeligious community in the world is still progressing as prosp'n ciaht. far below
Soon after this the beautiful vale of the Hudson comes 1 bﬁn 75 o nder
us, towards the west ; and a rapid run of twenty lnm}ltflz)s 'rllzioi;e forgthe bencht
the shadow of the huge capitol that New York State 18 WIR. & S Wi
of her legislators, at the risk of bankruptcy to herselt hted canal boats that
Hudson glides due south, bearing 1ts load of heav1ly-frt;1g 1 E een‘ disrespectfully
have worked their way down the sinuosities of what has

termed the Erie Ditch.

(To be continued.)
e —————— e
SCIENCE AND THE EXODUS.
SON, McGILL COLLEGE, MONTREAL.

—

BY PRINCIPAL DAW

[I.—REPHIDIM AND SINAL
( Continued.)

If this question be considered as settled then 1t relmausls :ﬁg :lr:q:ll)l;; (\)\fh;ﬁl;
of the mountain summits of that group of hills in {) 1fet1 ourencml d of the
Peninsula which seem to be designate_d n E?e Bible ; yh )i a%x n ‘.Five me !
Horeb, should be regarded as the veritable ¢ Mount of the .

o S o s egon e i s (0 LA
relaty i rs test by seven criteria v ] i >

actug;xg&?:;i;he %ﬂgéeare; ( I)YA mountain overlooking a pl::llg ltl(l) “‘,‘hrlsxl:l ct)]\]:
millions of Israel could be assembled. (2) Space for t}:)e 36(;}"(1 yet to hear
-and stand afar off” when the voice of the Lord 'wan om ’the plain. (4) A
‘that voice. (3) A well defined peak distinctly VISII')(lie tor ?‘n;tand under it” and
-mountain so precipitous that the people might be said lated by boundaries.
o touch its base (5) A mountain capable of being 150 3cinity () Pastur-

A mountai ; ith springs and streams of water in 1ts v -
untain with sp year.

intai ra .
e tl'03;n Slmtam 'tthe'ﬁot(l:}:ass?lf e people f(():e reject two of the mountains, Jebel
€se criteria

rveyors at on WO ‘
l Ejmeh and Jebel Umm-ala“}”i, as destitute of sufficient water and pasturage

s that Sinai
_Jebel Katharina, whose claims anse from a statement of Josephu
4

' : istri .-h this peak actually is, with the
ey, Mighest mountalh of the s 1 :'thlﬁigher, tIhey reject because of the

“excepti ; ring summit 25 feet rent of the
“fact I;g:? i(:fias ﬁf)ltg};iz(i)l;lle tgrom any plamn sqltable fgr theeelzi%a‘fgg:tes’ ot the
Israclites, Mount Serbal has in modern tllmesdhanotscf)ll:d e has been stated,
. . : L e 0 y A oy E

‘Surveyars allege in opposition to these that they that the traces of early

: Lo, GEBE : ere than elsewhere, U
't e lnscrlptxox(lis morte gloeirrlyttlﬁt]é t1}t1 any more than early tradition, and that
0 ho

.itlgéitslago(t)cczgglt’ﬁé’ topogmphical requirements in 1);ese11ttli11:§g;: defined peak, a

m 1 )Ss 2.

‘Convenient camping-ground, orla sluf?gm::t; ﬂg;ﬁzgta?]dl aseed Jebel M‘f“;‘ﬁ‘r
i en the long- . ‘ 1Rls

the crtnadon Sons; and this o remarkable and corPEE B B v

the re u?r ?ix méliltions and besides illustrates the narra ]ls e bl Musa

Ways. ; Tﬁis Crgl(])untain’has, however, (W0 dom}n?m(xllie% 937 feet high; and of

Proper, 7,363 feet in height, and that of Ras Sufsalel, 5

Y [

: latter. This peak or
i nce to prefer the lat reak ¢
f‘i;;e FhEGXpI‘%r%rs do not hesitate ot descending preClpltOlISIY to the great
¢ 1s described as a

of T w ca i i iltions
. h E ich i able of aCCOlandatmg two mi
Plain of the district, Er Rahah, hich 1s cap T o on
"9 persons in full V, iew of the pea e camping-gro d for the

k. and has ampl u o
Whole host in its tributary valleys: Magnificent p hotographst: f(i(?;]l?t li}?;tl it is
the mountain are given in the wor

k, which leave no reason O id
Just such a theatre of the giving 0

t sangti
f the law as the mos ' and vivid
IMmaginat 1d conceive. From the tlm:?1 wlhen the traveller enters
: ion would ¢ y nd clear
Plain, the peak of Sufsafeh stands out sharp a

against the sky,” and he
¢ Crosses
Dever loses sight of it for 2 moment till_“he

Imost isolated, as

the dry wady bed at its
cliff in front 0

f him, and which is sufficiently

foot endous »  Farther, it is so

"Steepaltlg g: Z;:slcl:lr)iljédtgi talm.rexl:llountain that may be t;?:(s:htelit a s";lrort and easily

<completely separated from the neighbouring .mOUI3hich could be easily marked

int lligiblg dezcription would define 1ts limsts, W

out. . 1ot we have here the brook descending out
ure is tha d besides this five other perennial

Another remarkable feat
‘of the mount referred to in the Exodus, 20 The country is by no means desert,
‘Streams in addition to many gooddspgggs-irrigated and attended to itfor;]ns g}fold

ut i ; and W i ts of the whole
:gardsel:gphesdm'ucbngzztcilrﬁgzJof the best and mosttsfe(r)tt}lt:o;p: basty travellers
Peninsu] o T}lls l lorers show that the stateme? d also that there is reason
Who ha":. i enea%xi%;'rent view are quite incorrect, a?dure in ancient times than
0 believe that there was greater rainiall 80 TO o icate the Wady Shreick
@t present in this part of the country: glzeéolént, as the probable place of the
in Which iS the stream descending from hill known as Jabel Moneljeh’

: . f, and a A A
Making and destruction of the golden calf, tabernacle. They think it
s d obable site of the t of the Law, the retire-

mount of conference, as the pr un :
meg probable that_,whiie Ras Su{safehthv:srrfggntM rc;ay have been behind this
Ine: > . . on N N e.
e s Gl i s migh 1P b e

td i {

Other interesting considerations are of a political and military nature. It
was necessary for the Israelites to have a secure dwelling place for some time,
in order that their religious and social institutions might be fully organized
before their march northward to Canaan. For this purpose the plain of Er
Rahah and the region in its vicinity were admirably fitted. It is in the very heart
of the peninsula, and approached only by passes easily defended, one of which
the Israelites themselves had to force at Rephidim. It was too remote to be
attacked by Egyptian expeditions, had these been sent against it, and the
Amalekites after their chastisement at Rephidim were not likely to assault a
place whose strength was so well known. It was on the borders of the terri-
tories of the friendly Midianites, with whom Moses had sojourned so long and
was connected by marriage. It would thus give a secure abode, with supplies
of water and pasture ; and after the hardships already endured by the people,
would appear to them a haven of comparative rest ; while on the other hand it
was sufficiently a wilderness to wean them from Egyptian habits and train them
to the hardihood of a desert life.

In geological character the Sinai mountains, including the Mount of the
Law, are of great antiquity and simple structure. They consist of a red syenitic
granite associated with other ancient crystalline rocks, and on which rest mica
schists and gneisses much older than the sandstone of the region, which is
known to be of the age of our Coal-formation rocks. Thus the syenite of Sinai,
though a rock of igneous origin, must have been cooled down in the far back
Palzozoic age of Geology. This effectually and forever disposes of the theory
held by some interpreters of Exodus, that Sinai was a volcanic mountain, and
that the terrific phenomena which accompanied the giving of the law were those
of an eruption. It is to be observed also that “the thunders and lightnings
and thick clouds” of the Mosaic narrative, rather resemble the appearances of
an atmospheric disturbance than of a volcanic eruption,

Lastly—for the benefit of those who love to consider the purely human
element in religion, Moses had sojourned in the region, and knew perfectly the
way by which he was leading his people ; a way which he had fully learned in
his long exile.  The place had bLeen Indicated to him by divine revelation, but
independently of this it is evidently one of those grand shrines of nature which
man vainly tries to rival in his temples and cathedrals, and which strike awe
into the human heart, and lead it to lofty thoughts and imaginings ; and such
a place must have had peculiar impressiveness to a people reared in the flats of
the Egyptian delta and who had just been stirred by the marvellous experiences
and excitements of their flight from Egypt. It was thus one of 1116 most fitting
spots on carth to be the theatre of the revelation to man of a hew and purer
faith, unmixed with the figments of human invention, and leading to a worship
of the one God the Creator.

(70 be continued.)

THE FUTURE LIFE.
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No. II.

I have dwelt on the argument from the character of God and His relation
to man. There is another argument for the doctrine of eternal punishment
drawn from the New Testament Scriptures. Let uslookat that a little. I readily
grant that there are many passages i the New Testament which seem to teach
the doctrine of eternal punishment, as it is held by the churches. But it must
in faimess be also admitted that many passages teach the doctrine of final
restoration. For myself I am convinced that the Scriptures do not solve the
problem. Jesus Christ speaks of ¢ everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels,” of * the worm that dieth not, and the fire that is not quenched,” of
sins against the Holy Ghost which “ shall never be forgiven, neither in this world,
nor in that which is to come.” These texts, if taken without any reservation, or
refinement, clearly convey the idea of a condemnation to which there isno end.
But on the other hand there are passages which emphatically teach the doctrine
of final restoration, The Apostle Paul says that “ the Jas? enemy that shall be
destroyed is death.” He speaks of a time when God shall be the “all in all,”
making no distinction between blessed and condemned. Then “ all things shall
be gathered together in Christ,” as the Head. And again, the passage I quoted
before that, “as in Adam e/ die, even so in Christ shall 4/, not some, but
a/l be made alive.  Here is an apparent contradiction. But we are sure that
the Word of God cannot contradict itself. All that we can do is to try and find
the general teaching of Scripture, 4nd then perhaps we shall find some reasonable
explanations of passages that bewilder us now.

I dwelt in the previous article on the religious ideas the Jews had about the
future life. They believed that they were the elect of God predestined to a blessed
state, in a ble_ssed place ; a new Jerusalem, whose streets were of gold, and walls
of jaspar, having a temple immeasurably grander than that which crowned the
Mount Moriah.  For their enemies there was a state and a place of torment.
They called it' hell or gehenna. The idea became firmly rooted during that dark
period which intervened between the return from captivity and the coming of
Christ. From the almost intolerable miseries of life, they took refuge In the
hope of a future Paradise, and unable to avenge the wrongs they
suffered, they  comforted themselves with the idea that their
enemies would have to suffer endless, and horrible, torture in the world to come.
Of course Paganism, by which they were greatly influenced all this time, had
much to do with it.  Just outside of Jerusalem was a horrible place—the valley
in which Ahaz at one time set up their worship of Moloch, to whom children
were burnt alive in sacrifice. It wad polluted in the time of Josiah; and in the
time of Christ it was the place where all the refuse and filth of the city lay rot-
ting and smouldering with the fire and the worm. That valley of Hinnom
became the symbol of hell. The imagination took hold of it, and many a Rabbi
pointed to it as the very entrance to Gehenna itself Now Jesus Christ was a
true teacher of the people. He had 2 method of teach}ng—-and one part of it
was this—to seize hold of current notions or popular ideas, and use them for
His own purposes. That He did with the ideas of priesthood and sacrifice, and
ceremonial law. And that He did with the current notions of a future state.
But instead of applying them to the future, He made them bear upon the
present. Instead of speaking of a hell after death for Romans and bad Jews,



