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THE IJNCERTAIN WOOL OUTLOOK.

Perhaps the b)aekward state of the season, whicli
iiterferes with clipping operations, is in larg-e mteasuire
esponsible for the duil condition prevailing in the
voolen market just now. Whatever inay le the canse,
L is a fact that very littie new wooi is being received by
lealers and that little is practically ail uinwashed, no
iashed being Iooked for in the near future. For that
ý-hich is coming in the demand mnay lie described as fair,
t the average price of 9 or toc. per pouind. Wasled is
1uoted nominaîly at i5c. or a littie over, while pulledl
vools, which are in slow request, are 18 to :2oc. for
upers and about 21C. for extras. The prospects for
ny appreciable rise in values are not promising. True,
itest reports from London show that li several lines
litre is a hardening teiidency, and this will help tise
,anadian wools indirectly, but, on thec other hand the

lCWS. from the United States is of an opposite nature..
;tocks in hand in that coulntry early titis month were
ery light, but, against that, the deinand was smnall and
ppeared to lie diminishing. Lately, nianufacturers
i several sections have received so few orders that they
ad to close their mills. A~ peculiar feature over there

i.s that the scoured cost of coarse and îuiediun-ï wools is
to-day actually higher thant that of nierino. Put this
condition, exactiy the opposite to that Nw.hich cxists i

Erpis one which is not lîkcly to last for ver long.
Eveni witli regard to the coarser grades, tne higher
valfues looked for as a consequence of short supplies

haefot inateriaiized, and. now that the new clip is
arriving, are flot likely to do so. This, togcther witli
the very unsuttied, state of the woolen- mauufacturing
industry in this country, gives no p~romnise for better
pi ices for the Canadian wool grower.

Apropos the Canadian woolen niïll, Mr. E. W.
,1 homlsoll, of OJttawa, lhad recently a very iî;.ter,-stirg
article ini the Boston Transcript, whîch reads as thcugli
hie liad endeavored to arrive at an unbiassed judgment
on the nitter. After tesîfyiîîg frorn personal, experi-
ecec to the excellent quality of many of the goods
tt:rneid ont by the Canadiani nuits aîîd reierting to the

&dtueprosperity of thec trado, lie gives it as his
elopii that the trulew uldsni to lie in the fact
thiat whiile, throtugh thec geeal dotioni of the protec-
tivec s\sten1 in Caniadai, t1e cost of liigand of mill
supplies lias increased, the duties on wo ien ianufac-
turus have flot increascsd in suflicient proportion to

off"set dtis or allow thie wool manufacturcrs and opera-
tives to bear the buirden. Mr. Thot-îîsonl touches on a
sore spot whein hec denounices the prejuîliîcc held by
niany Canadians against solie o)f the fabries muade ini
tlicir omin counitry, ,vhich causes thenui often to choose
iniported goods uipon, nothing but thir name. But lie
blie11s the domecstic mnanufacturers, too, for flot being
mo1re upl-to-date in their butsiness and advertisîng
nîetho0ds, a iack whichi is partially responsible for this

One apparuintly good suiggestio(.n Mr., Thomuson
niakeus as ant alternative to thec deînand for increased
duitics to coun iitcract thie conisuinption of importedl
shioId goods. Ile woid have the Government estab-
lhsh a systin of inspection for ail woolen goods,
don)Iestic and imiported, requiring the mianufacturer's
certificate of comiposition, to be fixed and renuain on
thec goods unttil the iast yard bas beeni sold. By this
mecans frauids on the purchasers of wooleni goods would
be discouraged; there would be no more initerference
withi trade thian in the case of governmiiental inspection
of cheese, or butter, or apples, and Canadian mnanufac-
turers would be mucli better protected than they are
now. This suggestion does not necessariiy put out of
court thie dlaim for a revisiont of the tariff dut.ies as weli.

INTERIOR BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Since the proposition to, build another great trans-
conitiniental railway unider the namre of the Grand Trunk
1Pacific \vas miooted in carnecst, thevre lias been an extra-
crdinary demnand for information concerning the
Ske<ena river district and varionis sections of Britishi
Columbia which may lie classed as unideveloped areas
cf the 'great interior. To suci an exteýnt lias this gone
on tliat the Bureau of Information of tlie Provincial
Governmient bas thoug-lit fit to re-issue in an enlarged
foi-i a bulletin which was originaily pubiislied two or
three years ago, giving information, so, far as could be
obtained up to date, of tliose great tracts of virgin lancE.
Aniong the sections toi which particular attention lias
been drawn for somte time past are Buikley Valley and
Cotsa Lake, in that Province. The first-namied of these
twNo places came recentiy into notice as the proposed
site for an important cofony, but to show that the Go~,..
crnment at the preserit stage do-es not greatlyý favor
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