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wvil1 not be so easy. It may be necessary to consider wvhet1îer d.
mian shall be placed under restraint for lus own où the public
safety, or tu pIevent inii Îrom squandering his fortune and imi-
poverishing his family. In a nunmber of cases wve -cannot wait
and let time corne to *aid us iii our dlecision. We have to decide
then and there, arid, if it is a question of placing the individuial
under restraint it is a matter of the utnîost importance to hunii
andl his familv, and of considerable importance to us. If we
shiirk the responsibility and leave hini at large, homicide or suicide
niav foilowv, or lie miay be reduced to beggary wvhile no advantage
accrues. ANc, as general practitioners, acting in gooci faith, are
saved flic possibilitv ini tlis province of beinge sued for daniages
for sigiiig- certificates of insanity to commit a patient, by a very
wise provision in coniiection with the last Lunlacy Act passed in
1897, so thiat tliere is no reason wliy w'e should hesitate to act
Promptly.

The cases whicli wvil present tue chîjef clifficulty in diag/nosis
%vill be thoso wliere the symptoms have corne on nîost ixîsidiously,
anîd wliere thîey are reallv oniy an exaggoration of the chief char-
acteristies of the disposition of the individual in question during
tlîat portion of lus life w'hîen he wvas accredited withi sanity and
a rigitit mind.

The liighoer faculties of the minci are the latest dcveloped and
he first to givo way under disoase. The power of restraint oxer-

cised at first over the lowver imîpulses gradually xveakcns and then
is hast, while with it sink ail the altruistie sentiments and the
higlier attributes. The egoistic feeling-s risc in proportion to, the
I.oss of control. he patient becornes more and more selfishi and
indifferent to the wishes and wants of others, loses interest in the
society and pursuits of his fr;ends, soon hie nogleets business,
and ini ail outward. relations is an altered man.

\AJhon wo turn to the origin andc causation of mental clisorder
we sec at once how nîuch more prono are some to, such risc of
subjeet consciouisîess. Thero are many who by reason of a fauht)r
inheritance are egoistie tlîrouZhout life. Selfish at sehool, they
are selfisli whien adolescent; thîev arc sclfislî iii their love-mnaking
andi sclfishi in religion. The whole life and powers of some are
devoted to thc gaining of wealtlî and a trifling hoss is sufficient
ta turn tlîeir brain. Others are suspicious and listen ta every
gossip's tale, ornlbîtterimi th-eirlives by suspicious fancios. Othiers
arc jealous and yet otiiers are fearful. Womon, and even mon,
afrai-L of ail kinds of tlîings, and if one of theso is depresseci by
sonie- bodily ailm-ent, as influenza, ho straightway imagines thuat
everyone is plotting against iîim. Another forrn of fear is
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