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'ASSASSINATION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE
Ruisiaw LecarTion—DParis, “April ' 25.—VYes-
terdiy, at’ 3.p.m., a stranger presented himself
at the:Russan Embassy, demanding to speak with
the Secrefary of Legation. - Almost immediately
after his entrance a noise.was heard; and the Se-
cretary was found covered with blood, baving re~
ceived:five stabs from a dagger.” The murderer
fled, - but. was stopped, - when :he wounded -two
other persans before he was arrested.

" The Secretary is reported to be dead.

" "The Paris evening papers state that the name
of tbe person who attempted to assassinate M
Balch, Attache of‘the Russian Embassy, is Niki-
tenko, and that he was formerly a sub jieutenant
in the Russian army. His object is said to‘have
been to ask assistance of M. Balch. The latter,
it is added, 1s not dead,- and Dr. Nelaton hopes

to be able to save his lfe. )
" Paris, April 26.—All the Paris evening

papers ‘express feeling of horror at the assassina-

-tion of Prestdent Liucola.
* A petitionis now before the Senate from a
lady, Madame Girond de Villette, who complarus
" of the arbitrary conduct of the police authorities
-in preventing her, ou various occasions, from ex-
“ercising ber profession as a singer, and this with-
" out assigning any reason whatever. The peti-
" tioner, who is the great-niece of the late Princess
de Canino, sister-in-law of the Emperor Napo-
leon 1., prays the Senate, as the guardian of the
public hiberties, and charged with maintaining or
annulling acts denounced as contrary to the Con-
" gtitation, either by the Governmeat or by the peti-
tions of citizens, to visit'with severe blame the con-
duct of the authorities, who for more than two years
have, e asserts,— .

¢ Violated the moat sacred rights and the personal
liberty of the petitioner, by preventing her, a8 a lyric
artist, from giving ber concerts at the [talian Opera
bouse, as they had also done at Compiegue, Vicky,
and elsewhera/ .

The petition, which fills 20 printed pages, con-
cludes thus:~ .

* The petitioner, confiding in the respectto which
the personal Jiversy of every Irench citizen is en-
titled, hopes that the Senate, as the gole guardian of
our public liberties, will take her grievances into
consideration, and, by tranamitling ber petition to
the competent Minis:er, will do prompt justice as to
the arbitrary acts committed by the superior authe-
rity againat her.’ L. .

There exists, or rather esisted, in the ancienttown
of Narboooe, 8 chorat society, which had quietly
fiourished for seven years, aud whose banner wasde-
corated with the arms of the town and five gold
medals, It was suddenly dizcovered by the Sub-
Prefect that this musical essociation had not the tor-
mal suthorization of the police, and it wa3 called
upon by that functiopary to take out a regular
licence. It applied for the licence through the
Mayor, who recsived the following arswer from the
Sub-Prefect :— )

+ Mongieur 1» Maire,—You have transmitied to me
2 demand from MM. Courat, Guyot, and others, the
object of which is to obtein a legal permission for
the meetings of the choral ecciety called the Orphe-
ons of Narbonge. The demana has been submitted
to me by the Prefect of the Aude, who iuforms ma in
his despatch of the 11th of February that the author-
ization solicited cannot be accorded. .

Raceive, &c, Peoanxs, Seb-Prefect.’
* The Orpheonic Sosiety consists of amateur musi-
ciansand people were at-first anable to make out what
could be the reason of its suppression, particularly
as similar societies were tolerated in other places of
the same dopartment. The mystery was soon clear-
ed up. M. Oourat, barrister by profession, and pre:
sident of the Orpheons of Narbonne, had qo;nmuted
the offence of offering himself as an Upposition can-
didate at the last general elections of the Aude.
Osrdinel Mazarie used to say that people might sing
when tbey pleased, provided they paid the taxes.
The Sub-Prefect is not of the same way of thinking,
and evidently does pot love music. It now geems to
be ruled that aa dpposition candidate in departinent-

. al elections is by that very fact c.ilsquahfze_d for the
office of president of a musical society.- - Times Cor-
respondent. .

’.{‘)he possibility of the Sovereign Pontiff being
driver ino exile bas becoms a topic of nbiorbiog in-
terest among all parties. Itis the wish of the Church
that her Hend should be free. The Pope would not
be free ot Rome, nor would there ve ftee access to
him there, if he were surrounded by Pieimontese
guards, whather they were at Viterbo or at Qorrego.
Although the terms of the Conveation might be
strictly carried out at first, who can foresee what cir-
comstances might arise? Oertnin lmitations were
fixed by Fragcein 1860, which, we were assured,
weré to be kept to; but encronchments have slready
been made in spite of them, and they will therefore
not sufce to binder fresh oves. The bypothesis that
the Sovereign-Pontiff way quit Rome remains there-
fore uncentradicted, and speculation vpon the sub-
ject is rife, The revolutionary party ara uoeasy
about the direction which the august exile mxght take;
they are aware that wherever he might fix his abode,
they would be overcome by the twofold majesty ot
the Pontiff and tho martyr ; their statesmen also are
discontented, and the land which can hold G!mbz.lal
and Mazzini, the world-wide spirit of Revolution, ap-
pears to them not wide enough for the Vicar of Jesus
Christ. The Qonservalive party are aswunded at
the words of Lord Palmerston, If England, says
they, refuges 1o sheiter the Fope, who will receive
him ? . It would be dangerons far & Oathalic Power
10 do 50 ; for the preference thus given t0 one might
e considered a8 a protest agaiost others. The most
serious side of the Romau question i3 now before us,
The Pope ig urged to act, Lo form an army, to regu-
late bis finances, because at bottom people d;ead his
departure, which implies the unkoown disquiet, the
necessity of making a selection, and one which can
in no caso be a matter of indifference. Englasd had
been reckoned upon, but ber political eclecticism dis-
appears before her religious prejulees.-—_Mpnrlc_
““M. Rouber, bard pushed by that distinguished
orator, 3. Thiers, has at length been forced to speak
out. *I[tis, sayshe, ‘the will of the Imperial Go-

- yerament that the Pope skallretain his igdependence
" and that for that purpose he ghall contioue to hold
a temporal principality, whichis 8 necessary condi-
_tion of that independance.'—Bien Pubtic.
" The Opinion Nationale states that the French Im-
perial navy is at present com‘posad as follows :—
Iren-plated steamvessels—2 sbips of tbe line afioat,
none building, 11 frigates afloat, 3 on the stocks ;
1 corvette on the stocks, nove afloat; 1 coastguard
_ -on the stocks, none afoat; 12 floating battaries, and
". 4 on-the stocks; il batteries, capable of being Eaken
. ..to pigces, afleat, and, none oa the stocks. Screw
" " gteamers, not iron-plated—36 ships of the line afloat.
‘none -building ; 23 . frigates afloat, and 1 oun the
. -atocks ;. 11 corveties afloat, and 3 on the stocks'; 43
cutters afloat, and none on the stocks; 1l vesaels
for constituting & flotilla ; 58 gunbrigs afloat, and 1
on - the’ atocks ;.40 .transporis 'afioat, and 3 on the
...-Btocks;_ 4 vessels afloat for special service. Paddle-
wheeled steamers .not iron-plated. 26 frigates and
61 cutters vfloat., - Sailing Véssels, One ship of the

sz line, 19, frigates, 2, 66
" vegsels for %h_g_ c::ﬁv.éyg.ne_g" of troops and stores, aud-
29 tranaporta all‘efloat, with ‘ong transport
stocks. These vessels carry altogether 6,859 guns,
and their steam power is cqual to that of 103,292

| tias* just” published

of war.,. . ..
¢ “Win.—~Dr. Ckenu,

e

‘physicisn of the French army,

pears from_this work that the number of men killed
‘in ‘battle wag 10,240 ; and 'of wounded, 34,606, Of
| thig Iast'numver about 100 died in the bospitals in’
Turkey. But that was not the whole of the losses ;-
we must take 'into account thogse whe died of cold,
cholara, typhus, scurvy, &c., acd Dr. Chenu gives
the following table of the loases experienced by the
Freocb army in the East from the 1st of April, 1854,
to the 3lst of December, 1857, for ‘many soldjers
died after their return to France in consequence of
wounds received or diseases contracted in the Ori.
mea:—Killed on the field of battle or missing,
10,240 ; lost in the Semillante, 702 ; died of various
diseases and cholera before the batile of Alma,
8,084; died of cold, apoplexy, &c., befere Sebastopol,
4,342 ; died in field and geteral hospitals to the 31st
of December, 1837, 72,247; total, 95,615. The ef-
fective torce sent by France to the East was only
309,264 men ; coneequently about one-third of them
perished. It i3 to be remarked that as the number
actually killed in battle or dead from wounds does
exceed 20,000 according to Dr. Ohenu, disease alone
carried off about 74,000 men, or one-fourth of the
army. Dr. Chenu attributes these ezormous losses
by disease to the feeble constitutions of a portion of
the contingent. He says .that many conscripts, to-
tally unable to bear the fatigues of & campaign, are
declared fit for service, bat they no sooner join the
army than they have to be seni to the hospitalg.—
ualignani's Messenger.

Tee Deap Sega,—Lasgt year the Duc de Luynes
started oo a scientific esploration of the Dead Sea
and the aljacest country ; and it was stated at the
time that he bad cansed an iron bailt vessel, the
Segar, to be transported thither piece by piece on
camels. We may state, by the way, that this boar,
after doing excellent servico, was intrusted to the
care of a sheikh, in the bope that she might be
serviceable to olher tourisis; but that, duriog a
stormy nighs, she broke from her anchorage and
struck agairst a rock, which caused Ler so much
damage that the French sailors who had had the
management of her towed ber far into the Daad Sea,
and sank her that she might not be broken up and
then destroyed by the Bedouins. This and the fol-
lowing details of 1he expedition we hove gleaned
from an able article or the subject by M. Huillard-
Breheilez, in this fortnight's Kevue Conlemporaine :—
The Duc de Luyces, who had reserved the archxolo-
gical department for himself, bad selected M. Lar-
tet, & geologist atiached to tke Museum of Natural
Iistory &1 the Jerdin dec Plantes, Dr. Combe, and
Lieutenant Vignes, Freach navy to aid him, each
in their respective cupacities: A few caverns, situa-
ted near Beyreth, were explored in the hope of find-
ing antediluvian remains in them, and indeed several
flint instruments were dug up as evidence of the
‘ age of stone ’ in these parts. The expedition visi-
ted dasada, the laat stronghold of the Jews, of which
Josephusg reiates that after the fall of Jerusalem 900
man retreated to this spot and held out against the
Romans as iong as there were any, but that, finding
themselves unsble to resist any longer,they appointed
ten of their number to be the executioners of tieir
comrades ; and that these after performing this
horrible task, slew each other, 8o that only two wo-
men and a few children remained to toll the tale,
This stronghold is a rock accessible enly by two
narrow paths, leading over frightful precipices.
There are still some ruins visible at Masada, besides
the trenches of the Roman General Silva, who besei.
ged the place. From the surveys taken by Lieuten-
any Vignes, it appears that the Dead Sea is of an
ovoid form,with the narrower end towards the gouth.
It is 45 miles long, and its greatest breadth does
not exceed 12. The density of the waters of this
inland sea variea between 1,160 and 1,230, that of
pure water being 1,000. The larger figure represents

9_corveties, 12 brige, 66 floating

ransport on the’

the density at the bettom, which shows that the
waters of the affluents do not descend to the lower
strata., The bottom consists of & bluish mud mixed
with crystals of eait. For further particulars we
must refer the reader to the article, which is very
interesting.— Gulignani's Messenger.

" BELGITAL

There have been several committees on the fempo-
rel des culles, or Church property, and the cutrageous
conclugions they have come to kave atlength aroused
the somnoiency end carelessness of Catholics, and,’
firaliy, at the eleventh hour, determired them to
ghake off their political indolence and dormant sloth,
and fight manfully pro aris et focis. The initintive
hag been teken at Liege, the stronghold of ultra-
liberalism. ~If throughout the country, the example
be followed, success wiil moat assuredly crown their
efforts. Afier the PEaster recess, the question will
be immediately brought before the Parliament, and
becowe the order of the day. Should the obnoxious
measure pass the Ohurch becowes the humble ser-
vant of the State in all its temporsl affairs—even in
the minutize of its internal and domestic arrange-
meant, in the seat-rents, collections, poor-boxes, altar
ornaments, sacred vacges, &c., &c., and all the ont-
ward paraphernaliz of piety and ceremony. The
only alternative will then be for the Church,in order
to secure her independence, to remounce all Gov-
ernment &id whatever, and throw herself entirely
upon-the voluntary system, asin Eogland. During
the first French revolution, and the first Napoleonic
Empire, the Church of Belgium went through tke
game rials and changes and phases as that of
France, all its property was confiscated, and the
Siate was obliged by the Councordat to allow an ax-
rual income for the maintenance of the clergy and
the ornements and repaira of the Church, to be ex-
pended by the 1pcumbents and the vestry.eccording
to their judgment and arrsngements, eatirely inde-
pendent of Governmeut interfersnce and control.
By passiug the law sur le femporel des cultes Gov-
ernmens reverses the thing altogether, claiming the
management of the incomes of the Qlergy, and des-
poticelly meddles with their inalienable rights azd
private concerns. . :

The Crown of Engiand has ceded its royal do-
maios to the nation, and receives in return an ample
and handsome civil liss worthy of Britain's greatness
and renowa. Now what would you say if the Gov-
ernment of the day were to claim o right to the dis-
rosal and mansgement of such civil list, and ingist
upon pushing its ung svoury nose into all the domes-
tic and private conceros of the Queen's or Prince of
Wales’s bousehold ; go thet ita s:c volo and sic jubeo
iz to be implicitly and with the utmost submission
comgplied with in all the atoms of expenditure and
family ecoromy of the establishment? This will be
precisely the case of ibe Belgian Ohurch after the
passing of the temporel des culfes Bill, with the ag.
gravating crrcumstance thet the cause is more sacred.
Corr. of Weclly Register.

ITALY.

PizpmonT.—In the report of the Committee on the
Bill authorizing the conscription of 46,000 young
men boro in the year 1845, it is stated that on the
315t of January of the present year the Italian army
was composed of 251,606 men uuder grms, and of
130,128 abseat on unlimited leave (liable to be called
1o the colours st any moment), the whole ezclusive
‘of officers, and giving a total of 381,734 privates snd
non-commizsioned. .officers.  ‘Such,’ contioues . the
report, “were :the -stiength -and composition of the
Italiad army, and we think :that resait of 381,734
combatants, exclusive of officers, beiween the men

by the nation.” With pride, perbaps, but hardly
‘with - satisfaction 'by, those who desire to see Italy
emerge from her financial difficulties. . Secarcely.any
‘one bere dares toadvooate reduction, bat foreigners
will versist in thinking that, if it be not Inteaded to

horses, France possesees, morecver, 245 sailing

fight, 8o large an army serves only a3 a heavy buz-

veesels capable of being armed with. cannon in qqqq,ﬁ -den on the finances
St 21 ri'productive forces of the counwry

and’ presented 'to - the Impérial’
Academy: of Medicine'a Jarge4to volume; containing*
& report of the medical ‘aervice ' of ‘the army during,
the.war in the Orimea, from-. 1854 -to. 1856.. It ap.’

on un'imited leave, may be contemplated with pride’

YT e L
rious, diminution of the

‘= Times" Qor

“MazziNes Desiona—A letter from' Milan of the10th

inst;; and published in the Austrian Gazetle, containe.

the following accounts of rew plots and designa ‘on

‘the part of i Mazzini and-his agents: ~The' evening

before that of yestorday at.the .Club . Unitario, influ
enced and conducted directly by Mazzini, there’ wag
a meeting of hig most important and influential agents,
at which decisiona of the hjghest interest were Come

'to. A statement, drawnup by Mazzini hinself gave

an accouit of the present atate" of affaira, and: set
forth that the party of metion should in any case
give some sign of life if it did not resign itself to the
loss of all influence, The report stated thag the best
course under the:circumstances would be to carry
out the attempt at a risicg in Venetin, on the Soath-
ern Tyrol, even at the risk of a failure. The govern-
ment would most likely decline to afford assistance,
but on the other hand, there was but little room for
fearing that it would place any serious obstacle in
the way. Everybody underatood, it is true, how few
wers the caances of success, but, nevertheless, it was
necessary that some thing should be done to prove
to the world, and to Venetia in particular, that the
party of action had not abdicaved. Much would de-
pend on the attitude of the Venetians a3 ‘o.the gcod
or ovil jssue of the eaterprise. Sach is an outline of
the report read. 1t wasdecided that the rizsing an-
nounced shouldbs attempted in May dext, and pre-
parations are beiog made for & new insurrectionary
enterprise.: According to the assurance given by
Mazzinni arms in suflicient numbers have already
been introduced into Venetia, in order to farnish to
the people the means of taking part in the attempt if
they wish to do so, The chief reliance is placed on
the emigrants from Venetin who reside in the States
of King Victor Emmanuel, and the greater part of
whom, gince the withdrawal of subaidies previously
granted to them by the Government have been re-
duced to a condition of such great poverty that they
will throw themselves into ths arms3 of the first comer
who will offer them food and money, Mazzini rec-
kops on this desperate condition of the refugees for
the support of his ingensate plansand for instruments
to carry them out, What matters it to this man, who
bas never had much regard for human life, if floods
of precious blood should again flow uselesaly. The
Auystrian Governmeat must, tierefore, expect to. see
& pew insurrectionary movement hreak out in the
course of next moanth. Without doubt no serious
embarrassment will result but. thera will a distur-
bance, which i3 all that Mazzini seems to have in
view for the moment. .

Roue.—The Pope officiated at Pontifical Masg in
the Basilice of the Vatican on Zaster Day. He then
repaired tn the graed lodge, and tbence ke gave his
solemn benediction zrbi et orbi. The weather was
magnificent, and the attendence was very large.
The whole of the French division, acd of the Ponti-
fical troops; in full uniferm, occupied' the square of
the Vatican, After the blessing had been given the
maltitude cheered the Holy Father lustly.— IVeekly
Register.

Rome—April 20 —The anniversary of the return of
tha Pope from Géeta in 1840 was celebrated here
yesterday, Brilliant illuminations took place in
front of the Pantbeon. An illuminated tranapar-
ency was displayed, representiny the Pope publish-
ing the Encyeylical and the Syllabus.

Deputy Vegezzi, the former Italian Minister of
Finance, i3 at preseot in Rome. His visi: is under-
siood to bave reference to certain negotiations in
acoorGance with the Conveation of the 15th of Sep-
tember for the agsumption by this Government of
the proportion of the Papal debt pertaining to the
provinces taken by Iialy from the Pope. A fresh
charge to be included in the future calculations of
Italian Finance Miniaters, who alresdy have vo many
more than they find it possible to meat. It must be
admitted that the financial future of [taly wears an
aspect calculated to dishearten the mostsanguine.
People here ardently wish. they couid hold opinions
and bazard predictions as favouraole to it as those
which certain Eoglish journals, deluded by superfi-
cial and bighiy-coloured statements, and bsing them-
selves unacquainted with the subject, bave lately
been inveigled into endorsing. Such views may
obtain acceptance in England, where so many thou-
sands of the educated classes, bound to Italy by me-
mory and associations, loving her for her past and
hopeful of her future, are eager ta believe the best,
Here, where the unwelcome truth is known, they
are received with mournful but derisive smiles.

It seems the prevailing opinion bere that the ob-
jeet of Signor Vegezzi's visit to Rome is to come to
an understanding with the Pope about the appoint-
ment of new Bishops. )

We have received the following telegram from
our correspondent at Rome, vie Naples :—

Rome, April 25.—b Vegezzi had another audience
witn the Pope on Saunday evening, which lasted for
two bours.

The Bishops already appointed in the former do-
minions of the Pope will be allowed to assums office
without taking the oath of allegiance.

Bishops who bave been exiled or imprisoned are
allowed to return at their own pleasuge,

The Pope admits the right of the Kiog of Italy to
appoist Lombard and Piedmontese Bishops, accord-
ing to aocient rights.

Kinepos oF NarLgs. —The fiight of an individual
who was supposed to be the secretary of King Francis
1L, has been the topic ef conversation at Rome. He
is eaid, moreover, to have carried off with him papers
whick compromise certain parties. He had, under
Ferdivand I, the custody of the archives of the po-
lies. At the outbreak of the revolution he threw
himself into it with entbusiasm sad became one- of
its leaders. Being however a schemer, and trained
in the school of tbe Neapolitan poiice, he took from
the archives the ¢orrespondence of Ferdinand and of
Francis with their Ministers, relating to matters of
police, aud sent an offer to the King, who was then
in exile at Roms, to give up to bim the above.men.
tioned correspendence. The King naturally accepted
the propesal, but by some omission the box which
contained these papers was never furwarded from
Naples. The individual in question, baving once pat
himself in communication with certeiz members of
the court, set to work and made himgelf so -busy in
their service that he was found out one day and had
te leave Naples in hagte and to seek an asylum at
Rome. There he contijuned {o make himself very
ugeful, by keeping up a communication with Naples.
Whether bowever, from fickleness or from disguat at
some proceedings of his counirymen, he revesled all
that bad passed to the I[talian Government, and
bought the favour of the revolutionary party by uan-
dertaking to give up the papers which were still at
Naples.— Weekly Register,

The Naples Pungolo says-that a licutenant of Na-
tional Guards, Alfonso di Marcs, and suother person
were lately carcied off by brigaads near Pienisco, in
the Terra di Lavoro, and that brigandage ia on the
increase in that province. On Monday, the 24th,
the Masini band, 17 in number, are to be brought to
trial, Among them are three young and handsome
women, who, after having oeen cartried off by the
robbers, had finished by joining in their expedition,
and who are accused of maay crimes acd of a fero.
city even surpassing that of their male aasociates.
Except oue man and one women, who wers taken
with arms in their hands, all these brigands volun-
tarily surrendered themselves. Between aboiitioniats
and caraless gaolers, it seems as if a good time had
come for malefactors, Within the last month there
have been two escapes of galley-slaves, sight getting-
away in the one case, and five:in the other. . -

There has been o sad affray.at Cagliari between’
gendarmes and soldiera of the line, which'commenc-
ed by & contest between.the latter and some civilians.

The gendarmes . interfered, . the soldiers resisted;

more gendarmes came up and the goldiers also were

reinforced ; muskets, bayonets, nnd revolvera seem |
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to have been freely used, and a'great many wounds
and some- ‘death‘s_ _are reported:'to: have®ensued,—

Times..: " ... L e
B GERMANY. =~ e
"The Lost of emigration agents who - for years have

been inviting the German. villagers to take -a trip

over . the world, and setilein all possible lands of
the globe, have had a hovel" speciesiadded: to their

[P

Emperor, is the latest cry in the advertisement of
the class. - There seems to "be an’ intention to found
& large German colony on the peninaula of Yucatan,
and make it the nuclens of a more solid concern then
the empire of the Aztecs has been till within lately.
Pales, too, have been urgently requested by the Em-
peror Maximilian to come and aid- him in the execu-
tion of hig arduous tugk. These, howaver, are chiefly
required-n8 soldiers, and promised a new country—as
tbe Emperor js said to have expressed himself—*as
glorious as the old.! But Polish emigrants are just
cow an article much in demand. . At. Paris many
have been lately enlisted for the Panama canal ex-
pedition, whileat Si. Gallen, in Switzerland, a Polish
committee has been formed with a view to enable
the many emigrants roving about in those parts to
find o permanent asylum in some fitting locality of
the Urnited Statés. In answer to an application
a vialicum of 100f. will be accorded to every Polish
emigrant by the Swiss Federal Government. I am
also lold, but cannot say for certain, that the Swiss
Government have applied to the Washington autho-
rities for the cession of some land to the contempla-
ted colony.— Times Cor.

RUSSIA AND POLAND.

Sr. Pererssurc, Aprit 24,—~A telegram has
just been received here from Nice announcing .the
death of the Ozarowiteh, which rock piace early this
morping.

The heir tothe throneis pow the Grand Duake
Alexander,who was born on the 10th of March, 18435,
This Prince ia said not to have robust health, aud it
is no secret that for some time thers have been specu-
lations a3 to the probability of the claims ofboth
the Ozar's elder song being postponed to thuse of the
those of the Grand Duke Viadimir, the third son,
who is just eighteen years of age.
+ claims of birth have never had the¢ sanetity which
belougs to tkem in Western Europe. Like the Eas.
tern nations generally the Rus:aians bave an extza-
ordinary reverence for the reignin.g house or race,
but care little about setting aside an individual
member of it. Not to mention the revolutions acd
dethronements of former times, there is a direct pre-
cedent for passing over an heir in the succeasion of
Nichelas, in 1825, in preference to his elder brother,
Constantine.— Times.

Tae Rousatas Pracos.—It is impossible to say io
what state the Russiap epidemic at this moment is.
The Russians te!l us they know pothing aboatit;
they are ali tolerably well, and are surprised to
learn from foreign journals that they are all dying of
plegue., On the other hand, complaints leak out
that the hospitals are in o state of secrecy at this
moment iz Russia. No physicians save those em-
ployed by the Government are admitted except on
staied days, prepared for long before, and then only
over asmall part of the hospital wards. What the
truth may be we shall not immediately know; bat it
is a significant fact tbat the authorities at Copen-
hagen, almost the nearest neighbor of Si. Peters-
burg, have provided a separate hogpital for sailors
coming from that port.

Apropos of 1he Russian epidemic, an interesting

written for and by physicians. It is dated St
Petersburg, April 9, and runs the following effect : —

* The conduct of Goverament in this emergency is
really unpardonable. Instead of allowing the inda-
bitants of this cily to learn aaythiag about the na-
ture and progress of the prevailing epidemic, ther
are aystematically cut off from the sickas well a3
from all news relating to tha sickuess. Exactly the
game way the phys:cians are treated. Unless a doc-
tor happens to be employed by ihe police or the mili-
tary, be is, in the eyes of this Government, a mere
ignoramus. He has mo admission to the hospitals,
nor in fact aay opportunity for stucying the digease.
No sooner is a case reported to the authorities, than
the poor are carried off to the hospitals, and the
wealthy forced to employ a doctor provided by Gov-
ernment, You will not wonder, then, at my being
unable to give you anything but a very general and
rather indefinite acccunt: From the provinees we
get no news whatever, the papers being strictly for-
bidden to mention a3 much as the name of the Si-
berian plague. Government won't hear of a plague,
and so thece isnone. [oreign papers, we hear, are
full of Russian news: but though all of them are
freely adnitted, and may be seen essily eoough in
this capital, we are none the wiser for reading them,
at least on this particular head. Whole columns
are affaced with printer's ink, and nothing but a few
lines lett in a rendable state, poovided they contain
a dementi. As to ascertaining anything abous the
plague through the medium of the mauy foreign phy-
sicians sent hers, this is a hope which, if it was ever
eatertained, will be soon enough exploded in your
part of the world, These gentlemen have been re-
ceived with open arms, and in course of time will
return home decorated with orders, and perbaps alao
requited with a remuneration for the time they have
been here ;—but that iz ail. They are shown over
the hospitals at & doable quick pace. They are
mostly admitted to cne wing only, where a few slight
cases have been collected expressly for the imspec-
tion of foreign gentlemen ; and when & vast number
of gompliments have been paid them by doctors
and attendants, luncheon is announced, and a goad
deal i3 cowsumed at tibe exzpense of the hospital,
though not without its monetary advactages to the
doctor du jour. His metropolitan studies being thus
at an end, the foreign doctor is then, officially of
course, seat on to the provinced, Of courseell these
gentlemen bave written long letters home. Apy-
body may write letters in Russia, but the worst is
they 50 seldom reach their destination.

From a Warsaw correspondence of the same paper
we learn that typhus is spreadicg in that tewn. As
& rule, death or recovery is & matter of six days,

The Qopenhagen Ministerial Flyveposlen saye that
o hoapital has been opened thers for suspicious cases
oncurring on board Ruesian ships. .

UNITED STATES.

A StrRavee Story Asoor MR. Lincous.~ Three
years ago, the gentleman 1 spoke of told us a story
of Mr. Lincolu which T have not thought of since
until now. When Mr. Lincoln received the zews of
bis first election, he came home to tell Mra.
Lincoln about it. She was up atairs in the
bedroom, and after telling the nows, in walking
sbout the room, his eye fell upon the bureau
glass, Immediately be threw himseif down upe
on the lounge, aod told Mrs. Lincoln be thought
he must be ill, for he saw a gecond reflec-
tion of his face in the glass which ke could not
account for. It was perfect, but very pale. * Oh/
said Mrs. Lincoln, ¢ that menus, that menns that you
will be re-elected—but I don't like its looking pale,’
she added: ‘that looks =g if you would not live
tbrongh your second term.’ Mr. Lincole himself
told this to the friend I mentioned, and this gentle-
man told it to usg in our parlor, soon after the first
Buli Ruc battle. .- It made quite az impression upon
me at the titme—hnt one forgets such things. Was
itnot singular ?—Cor. of Couniry Gentleman,

A military commission i§ now trying Mr. B, S.
‘Osbon, of New York, a naval news reporter, for fur-
nishing contrabatd information to the newapapers,
and thereby ¢ giving intelligence to the enemy.’ - Mr.
Osben very pluckily;denies the right of the commis-
gion to try him, and, according to the New York

General Bates and every other-constitational lawyer
in the land.'—BMontresl Guzette, 77

number. ¢ To Mexico, to the -land of the German,

In Russin the-

letter appears in the Fienna Medicsl News, a paper.

‘World, ia supported i this demurrer * by Attorney-

" :Qoal has: fallen -$4'a toni in’the Northern Stateg,
and now sells _at $8. The mining.companies have
reduced the wagesof the laborers to $3 a day;” and
astrile i§-‘conséquently raging -at:the principal
mines.of Pennsylvania. . Owing to the large number
of men ‘seeking employment, now that the“waris’
oveér; the ‘companies’ refuse: to give in, and work ig
expected-io be resumed immediately.

‘The Boston Traveller states that. sever-;\'divo’:dé's'
were granted at the recent seesion of the Supreme
Court for Barnstable County, Massachuestts.

‘Tue' Assasarnarion Pror.—There is an opinion
bere that the authorities have beea too precipitate in
branding Mr. Davis and other as autbors of the
#ssassination plot. The evidence of which the
cbarge wns based, some persons, who profess to be
well informed, pronounce to be of a guestionable
character.— Washington telegram to N. Y. News.

At about midoight last Saturday, the stenmer Key-
port wes ordered to the navy-yard. She received
from the moanitors Saugus and Montauk the persons
who have been arrested as directly concerned in the
congpiracy to murder aimulianeonsly the President
and other.Union leaders, and who now numhes fif-
teon men and one woman., These prisoners were all
beavily ironed witha ball arnd chain on each leg,
haundcuffed in such a manuoer as to keep the lm.nda'
several inches apart, and some of tLe more desperate
ones having the hands fastened behind the back. A
sort of sack covered the head and face of eack leav-
only the mouth aud noatrils exposed, so as to prevent
thelr recognition by each other or any one else. A
special sentinel was in charge.of each prisoner.—
As the sigoal was given for the Keyport to start the
stenmer’s bell rang slowly, and nearly all the muffled
prisoners gave a convuisive gtart at the sound, evi.
dently thinking that their hour of retribution had
come, They were transferred to the district peni-
tentiary adjoining the arsenals, where cells had been
srranged for them. Two prisoners accupy each cell,
but a sentinel in charge of each man prevents any
conversation. Notwithstanding the larger numbe al-
ready in custody, several more of the assassination
conspirators are still at large. Their carly appre-
bension i3 considered a!most certain,

The grievance particularly pressed agairst Eng-
land by the war-organs of Mr. Ssward and the ad-
minigtration is the concessign by the British govern-
ment of belligerent rights to the South,

Complaint of this grievance has been 8o constant
and uniform ever since the outbreak of the rebellion
that it has gradually come to be accepted by the
great mass of our people 48 a gubstantial wrong done -

{ to us by Great Britain, involving us in such unneces-

sary suffering and expense, and indicating = real dis.
position of bostility toward the Ueiou. But Earl

‘ Russeli’s explanations upon tnis poiat, given iz his

speech of March 23, are unquesiionably well caleal.
ated to meke u3 revize this general impression.

The earl’s statements on this sudbject were in sub-
stance a simple condensation of & very clear and
able review of the whole case whick appeared in the
London Tunes of March 22, over the signature of
¢ Historicus,’ & nom de plume identified in tse popular
mind in America with sorme of the calmest, least un-
friendly, and most convineing arguments on Ameri-
can affairs, which have been published in England
since the war began.

¢ Higtoricus?’ takes the matter up from the outeet,
He shows that as soon a3 the Président ot the United
States had issued his proclama'ion blockading the
southern ports, that proclamation created a state of
things which involved veutral netions in thig
dilemma. Eitber the President’s prociamsation de-
clared a state of legitimate war between the Untted
States and fcertain states styling themselves the
QConfederate States of America,’ which words were
used by tbe President himself; and in that case
made = lawtal blockade, necessitatiog ¢ belligerens
rights ' in the states blockaded ; or it claimed a right
for the Union government to stop neutral vessels
and seerch them, nolawful blockade and no belli-
gerent rights rights existing ; and in that case be-
came & proper cause of war on the part of all neutral
natiors against whom it should be put in force.

This dilemma Mr. Sewsrd does not szem to have
perceived; and, although, * Historicus,' properly
forbears to dwell on this point in the case, it is well
known to Americans that Mr. Lincoln’s administra-
tion entered upon the great military and diplomatic
problems of the position with a very indistinct ap-
prehersion of the differences between a great civil
war and en ordinary riot. It was patural, of
course, that in the firat escitement of the conflict we
should a3 a people lose sight of the fact that neatral
nations had any eny rights to be affected by our
course; and toward Eapland in especial we had
very generally the same feeling which Eoglishmen
had towards ourselves during the Crimean war.
When English consuls were arvested in America for
violating our enlistment laws, the Loudon ZTimes
bitterly expressed the amazement of Englishmen that
America should be sc very punctilious about their
neutral rights when England had expected of them
an active sympathy with a free people contending
sgainat & wmilitary empire. A similar angry surprise
ran through the popuiar mind jn Americs in respect
to England's course in 1861,

But the surprise and the anger were, perhaps,
equally unressonable in both cazes. At least thig
¢ Historicza' makes plaio, thet Eogland, by the
Queen's proclamation of nseutrality, simply recog-
nized an existiog state of thisgs, and neither ! con-
ferred upon’ nor ‘conceded 10’ the ¢ Confederate
States' any beliigerent rights at ail. That procia-
mation was nddressed to the neutral subjects of the
peutral monarchy of Great Britain, defined their
duty in the premises, and veither added to mor took
away from any ‘ rights’ either of the goverament of
the Union or of the f so-styled Courederate States.'

If this was a duty owed by the British government
to British subjects, it was clearly to be done without
delay. .

Auy delay in doing it would bave exposed British
ships, British subjects, British admirals and courts of
iaw, to find themselves seriously in the pew and
startling complications growing out of our state of
war, with no proper guide to their conduct; and
might therefore, indeed almost certainly must, have
brought on collisions between the British government
itaelf and the Americnun belligerents whichk would
have made war inevitable.—N, ¥, World.

The prevailing imapression among officials here is
that Jolf. Davis will be tried for high treason before
the United States court ‘of this district, and that he
will not be arraigned before the military commission
now trying the conspirators,— Hashingion Post.

The Tribune says S: H, Foote,lnte of the rebel Oon-
gress, who was some time since released from prison
Liere on parole; was, a foew days aince, notifed that
be must eitber stand trial for treason or quit the
country. He acceptied ihe latter alternative, and ia
now, suppoeed to be in Vanada,

How NATURE COVERS UP BATTLE-FIELDS.—*Did [
ever tell you,' asys a correspondent of an Eastern
paper, among the affectiog little things one is always
gseeing in thege battiefields, how, on the ground upon
which the battle of Bull Run was fought, I saw the
empty ammunition boxzes ; and a wild rose thrusting
up its graceful head through the top . of & broken
drum, which: doubtless sounded its last chargein
that battle; and a cunning &carlet verbena peeping
out of a fragment of a bursted shell, in which strange
pot-it was pianted ? ‘Wasun't that peace’growing out
of war 7 Even 80 shall the 'beautiful and: graceful
ever grow out of the horrid and terrible things that

| teanapire in this chanding but ever aduancing world.

Fature covers.evon the baeitle-grounds with verdure
and bloom, Peice and 'plenty épring up'In*the
traok or the' devouring “:campaign’; and , all:thinge in
pature and-society shall. work: out . the progress of
mankiad.’ CeEe i n gt "z“
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