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CHAPTER XXXVL

In the meanwhile all the Vieringers had assem-
bled, and kindly grasping of hands, and touching
of shields and swords, bad passed again zod again
petween them and the followers of Thiodolf.—
Then Helmfrid held up his spear, and all stood
still, while the old bero signed to ['hiodolf ta
give him the shield, and lifted up his voice to
sing. ‘T'he others cimed in after their fashioa ;
and this sort of alternate song rose up fromuader
the shade of the laurel-trees into the bluz morn-

ing sky

_THIODOLF

REREFRID,
Row is il called, that royal tice.
With verdunt, glitiering boughs,
That steewa the peth of victory.
And wrenthea the conqueror’s Lrows?
TUIGHUL
O tndea-tree, thou shineed fair,
The ficzt of nobic frees;
Thy branches court Lthe summer nis,
X.nd wavn befure the breese.
PRLUVIED,
Tigh words, bold youth, of sonnding Lreath,
The lirden wins from theo;
And yot thon slandest hers benesth
A far more neble tros.
TLODOLF.
Theso groves, «ith princely conopy.
Shut out the noontids rays;
Rut, ah! their name is strange o me,
Aat strange to northoru lays.

ARLAMERID,
Laurel, youag soldicr—tLis wa name
This tree in bero sorge;
-1t horatds forth the vielor's farse,
And to the brave belovga.
THIODNHLE.
Tuir Iaurel! cver fresh and greca,
Whose bright lenves never fail—
Here Helmfrid's glittering epasr was acen ;
- Hail to the laarel hait!
HELMFRID.
 And thou, my shield | well proved to siand
The stroke of focman's blade—
A hero gove thee to my hand
Haneath the laurel-shade,
rhiodony,
[ joosed zhat golden shicld 85 trne
From off & linden-tree;
Then hail unto the linden too;
And, lanrel, hail o thee?
THIODOLX'E WANTIORS,
¥e children of our home beloved t
Yo noble trees, so high and stroag,
Whoae grateful shade we oft have proved,
Por ever livo in minstrel-song!
HBLMFRID'E WARRIORS,
Ye lofty sierns that court tha breese,
And pprend abroed your leafr boughs |
Ye joyous, brilliant laurel-trees,
For ever wraathe our vietor-browal
ALL TOGSTIIER,

Verdant lanrel—linden fair—
Both together twine our hair ;
Both togetber shower down
A never-fading hero-crown!

CUHAPTER XXXVIL

One bright autumn day many joyous crowds
were seen i the crescent in which the princely
city of Constantingple is built down to the sea.

- Tdle groups hurried to the beach, heralds shouted
“and at the windows and balconies were seen
lovely and richly adorned women; for the criers
-had made known that the great Vaeringer chief,
the noble Helnfrid, was returning from his expe-
 dition with light'y waving sails, and two other
porthern ships in his company.  While those on
“the shore lecked Smith eager curiosity at the
" vessels, no less eager glances were sent from
them towards lend. Dietro and  Malgherita, al-
* though from childhood accustemed to pomp and
state, yet well uigh closed their dazzled eyes be-
fore such surpassing splendor. The cea,in ifs
- mid-day- clearness, gave back, us it from a mirror
“-the -brightress of the surrounding palaces,
“churhes ard -towers. Above the golden roofs
--and domes and images was the soft blua sky and
.~ brilliant sunshine. Nearer and pearer came the
murmur of the populous city ; the strains of music
* from warlike bauds znd from joyous groups of
. women, occasionally sounded.  KEvery minute
¢ Thodol[ became more thoughtful and more grave ;
-and at length he said to Melmfrid, with shame
* -glowing in his cheeks :
.. % Master, what am I to do amidst that polished
.-wise people 2 They have fearned the best and
the fairest of all knowledae, as may be seen cven
,from-their buldings. Ishall scem among them
“like-a'bear in a pleasure garden. Were they
- but beleaguered, or in any (earful extramity out
f which, they might be kelped by weapons, then
Twould ride out to them, delivering them, and re-
Joicing that they must Jove and honor me whether
hey wold or no ; but now! denr masrer, takea
little care of me, or, rather, much care, for belicve
me, T shall bean great straits.”
. Theicane:is not so bad as it seems to thee,”
‘answered Helmtrid, -« Dost thou then think, my
Jraoble hoy, that they know hot, in yénder ghiter-
188 city, whiat is-the worth of a hrave son of the

North? They bave now known us Vewriogers
for many and eventful years; I will answer tor it
they will receive thee as beseems a hero.  DBat
truly thou must take more gentle and courtcous
maoners ; and thou wilt do se, for gentleness and
courtesy are so firmly rooted in thy noble mind,
that they cannot do otherwise than bear flowers.
This day T will present thee to the great Greek
cinperor.”

“ I3 e not one ol the mightiest warrors in all
the world 7 asked Thiodolf.

“ No,”* answered Helmfrid, ¥ 1 cannot boast
that of him. He has, indecd, seen fow othwer
fighty than such as are held before him for s
eatertamacat on great occasions.  But yet heis
the lord of all the East ; and if we involuntarily
feel vespect in the presence of a hero—deeming
that one to whom CGlod has giveu such strength of
body must bear within Lim also a portion of God’s
omnipotence—shall we not be of humble and se-
rious 1mnd when we stand before 2 man to whose
care so great a poition ol Furope and Asta s
been entrusted 77

« Tny troth,” said 'Dluod=!, < such alord roust
be u very mighty giant; and T think w0 to be-
seetn mysel towards hitn that he wili be satisfie:d
with me.?

* Thou shalt also throw maay a spear for ium
and give many a sword-thrust for bim,” said

Helmfrid.

The youtl shook joyiully 'Throng-piercer’s si-
ver hilt, ard the old mun asked hWim, with a
sinife

“Dost thow vet wish to turn back {rom that
brizht capital 1

“Tarn back T replivd Thiodolf with displea-
sure ; ¢ that never has been, and never will be,

my way. What wert thou thinking of, dear old
master  Ah? il thou knowest what | hase to
seek in Constantinople. Dut  though thou

knowest not thai, yot,let e teil thee, theu
shoutdst have koown that sueh men as I think not
s0 easily of turning back,”

e . g

3he old hero looked at his pupil with great
delight.  "Che ships drew to land amidst the loud
cries of joy of the people. Iehulrid, quckly
springing {0 the shore, ordercd a leiter to be
brought for Malgherita; and the sorrowing
mother, sadly veiling her eyes at the laughing
faces of the children, was caeried, by her own
desire, ender Pietro’s care, away from the tumult
into a gquict, reiired dwelling.  Thiodolf, the
while, kud to choose ene among the noble horses
brought 1o cwrey the wewly reluined warriors
to the tmperisl paloce, Uy sprang upon the
ficst and best of ihem, but it sauk beneath him,
eroening  ile quickly disentangled biwself from
ilie anunal, and struck it on the head with his
mailed hand so thal it lay motionless, saymg,
“ that poor beast would liave been lame forever ;
now it will have no more pain. 1 would rather
go my way on foot.”

Bul Helmfrid cavsed to be Lreught to him
fiery coal-black Arab horse, whe joyfuily reared
up beneath the youth, and seemed to take plea-
sure in having x rider who could so strongly mas-
ter hiun.

As they now rode through the streets to the
sound of joyous trumpets, many flowers and
wreaths flew down from the balconies aut of the
hands of fair women. Thiodoll’s beart beat high
with a bold joy; only be knew not whether he
was expected to return thanks and greetiags after
the courteous fashion of the country, and there-
fore dared hardly raise his eyes from the ground.
But when he saw Tlehnfrid lowered bis spear in
the usual way of northern warriors, be gladly did
the hike: and henceforth he left unsalured
neither balcony nor window where women’s
bright eyes smiled ; and the Arab horse foamed
and fumed at the spur-rcokes with which ‘s
rider urzed him to fake ine boldest and yet the
most gracelul springs.

On one side wus seen the chureh of St. So-
phia, on the other the Hippodrome, New to
tiis, now to that, wanld Thiodel? tura his horse,
alterately attreetad by the noble and dazzling
richness f both the brifliant baildings.  elm-
frid could with Cificulty keep Lim in the streight
road to the imperiat pajace,  DBut when the ya-
lace itsell shone out hafore him. i yuung lee-
lunder drapped s eyes, and uraemived  gently
and - thoughtiully to himself, © i be well
pleasing o the gods that man shouid =5 dave to
copy their city Asgard ¥

aving dismounted fram theie hares,
tered the comt, which was perfumed -
smelling shoubs, and enaled with fowasive, aud
went wp stairs of enlored marble, wivh vt bal-
astrades.  Above, in the lofiy  suoon., ihove
mel iheit eyes new a sich profusion o po-
fished por,'uh)'ry talles, aud golden Ganmes o the
walls, and n0w so vivid eolors of the earpwis that
for w moment they alinost donbted whether, by
some eschantmant, the flowers wiich so richly
cover the graund of a grove in spring had nat
here sprung up.  Chamberlains in their gold em-
brpidered robes, an:t warriors in gold and siver
armor, pressed rapidly hencath the lofty arches
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they en-

wact-

gnd all greeted the mughty Variuger chief and
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the tall unkﬁméu 'routh who walked beside him

"Phiodolf might have taken many of them for the
emperor, but the calm, noble pride of his disposi-
tion made Lim not over hasty with his salutations,
and be reached at length the chamber where the
emperor awailed his renowned general, in great
wonder, it 1s true, but with the loftiest and most
befitting demeanor.

Around the brilliant throns there stoed a triin
of many attendants and officers, all in such daz-
zling attire that "U'hiodolf at first could under-
stand nothing clearly, and be imitated the greet-
ings of his leader wwithout sceing him who reeeiv-
cdit. But when the emperor spoke, Hlelmfrid

f answered, the bright eyes of the youth pierced

through the surrounding spiendour till they reach-
ed the ruler, aed discovered the figura of an okl
man somewhat feeble, with a countensnee rather
troubled than joyous. “T'he first glance tenly told
him that here there was no quesuon of a power-
{ul warrior, so thai he lad ot needed Helmfrid's
previgus information ; hat his ows fechas venfied
to him the old heros’s words of the reveresze
fell in prescnce of o wman in whose bands were
placed the destinies of so mighty a realm, ¥ So
iis 1 thought Thiodoll” to himsell, “To him
are addressed cach day joyful thanks and cries
lor help.  Kvery hour people come to him, who
bear from his lips how i &5 to be with them znd
their countryinen.  What tidings arc brought to
hisn ! what answers he mast have te give alll Tt
is very fearful to be before him, nnd truly = great
thing to have come so far into the world 85 tosce
o man face to face.”

In the midst of these and like thoughts he
hardly heurd what Helmfiid said in praise »nd
commendation of him. DBut when the cmperor
signed to him to come nearer he went forward with
pleased alacrity, and answered to the question of
whether he wauld serve the emperor among the
Vieringers

# Mighty lord and empercr, that is a gigantie
chariat which you have to mamage, and [ won-
der where you can ftud as many nobl: and obedi-

ent horses as you must peed. 'V Ceme bowill
draw vigorously, and Twilii: ¢ omtiten, us

far as it can possibly bel”

‘' emperor bent law bend woitn o xiad smile,
and desired the Veacinger chiel t4 reeeive the
young hero and his {roop ints his company. Bat
Thiodolf had ueither «ye aor ear for whal was
farther arranged either with Ielmfrid or with
ather noble state-cliicers, for his fool wus Gxed
on 2 vouth who had cauzht bis eye as he stood
near the emperor, arayed in & britliont dress.ond
treated by many with revorent ailention.  "That
very Glylkomedon, whom be had seen in the
chestnut-forest between Blarseiiles and the great
baren’s castle, stood assuredly before him, shin-
ing ia all the light of court-fuvor, and of the re-
spret ever paid by courtiers to faveurttes. "Thia-
dolf gaxed on him with uncorcealed wrath; a
scornlul smile seemed to play on the features of
the merchant-prince, and words of anger and de-
fiance eame almost irrepressibly te the lips of the
Icelander; but the presence of the ter-ruling
Greek emperor, to whotn be had just sworn
featty, checked hum. Ife remained silent, but
fixed sueh Ramiug eyes on the cedar floor that it
seemed as though it must extch fire from the two
ardent torches.

CHAPTER XXXVII.

The emperor had felt the presevee-chamber;
princes, knights, and courtiers, walked through
the ornamented hails, exchanging courteous
words ; many of them were drawn by the fra-
grant air from the garder, and a cool brecxe,
into an open gallery, waich, from almost a dizzy
hight, gave a view over grottos and fi.h-ponds
woods and meadows, far bevond the eity, out up-
on the glittering »ea.

Thiodolf was remiuded of the vaulted way
which led {rom the great baren’s castie to the
park, and although everything hicre was infinitely
maore splendid and magrificent, yet a longing for
that beloved spot aroxe in his bozem. ¢ And
who taows” e thought to bimscif, *rwhether
castle, holl, and gardens, yct stand firm as T left
them, so frail and perishable 2 thing is the work
of wan? That have I leaenad at Castel-France.”

Tn the eeidst of sneh thoughts and recoligetions

Glykomedon had wetl nigh passed from his mmd 5
but more rapigly did tus anger kindle when the
hrughty eowstier-- it appeared purposely -~placad
bimsel! wm his way, and et fall a strange smile
upon Jum.

« We have wet before!” said Thiodolf; and
the dainty merchaat-prince was forced to close hus
eyes for an instant at the angry glow which shoue
in the biue cyes of the Narth.  But woon, em-
boldened by the thought of kis power at court,
and the security of the imperial palace, be said,
with light mockery :

« Ay, truly, warthy Sir, we have met before ;
but alas, for too shert n time. At first you were
sealed rathes too high up in the chestnut-tree for
me to treat you with beseeming courlesy, and
afterwards you ron off rather too rapidly in an
opposite direction, while I passed or with a cer-
taia fair Jady to the port of Marseilies.”

MAY 6, 1859.

“ You have probably taken her back to her
father 1” asked Thiodolf, calmly.

“ That bave I doue as little as you would have
done, had she chosen to go with you rather than

»
me,

"Thiodolt’s eyes flashed more wildly, but other-

M Hy ot 1"
wise he appeard perfectly calu. “ (Good Sir,” he
went on to Glykomedon, “ how dul you take her
to your ship! Ior I cheuld think violeuce would
uot be suffered in the port of Marsuitles, ot leasl
aot from you.”

# That was as it hud pleased me I aoawered
Glykomeden, baughtily, Bul[ young Sir, you
mahe my task an easy one.  ¥WWhat hud fmere
to do than to tell her that the nngrey lechuder
ladd levelled bee fathee’s vastls € the gronnd, aud
was already destroying and burning o part of
Marseilles i purseit of bia fost woed beantiful
proy U Phen she readily ap a0 s boer

) regdily oy s b :
on board wy skip o darkness of g
selling sail with her ot once: the
went fromm the coasts of Pravinee, the Leitor i
it pleass the terribed dove,  And thos 1 owect
on with Ler GI we ceachad the pert of Constuu-
ttnople.”

0

the

Ve

Jub altereards T acked Thiodo!, «tili
manding bis gestures aad vaice,

“ You need acl be weath with me,” suswores
Cripkomedow, “tbat 1 have tured her from onl
your haade.  SBhe wus fair, indeed, but a coli-
hearted, hypouiitical thing,  When 1 fouad th
she would not wsgree to any of wy wishes, xed |
could not =ell ker on aceount of har lofty renown-
ed lineage, Elet ber go; and ta trathy Llonow nog
what bas since hecome of her”

“ You know not-—in trath yea kunw not
muttered Thiodoll, through bis Fust-slii tenth.
“ Now, then, thou wmiserable, emply man, | b
sieve thee in this, for it iy ke the cosd of thes
but se much less is it aeedful that the jeyvous wy
of heaver shovld he longer polluted by the breath
of one Likke thee”  Awd with fearlul doxterity he
grasped the unbappy man by the throat, and his
cries for help were hardly heard before b was
Hung with one pawerful elfurt, far aver the balye-
trade of the gallery inlo the ubyes.

sv and borror foliow,

s

it

A long deati-hke stillne
the daring and fearful do
that this would be suceeridnd
more wibd, and that the erowd—w _
speli-hound, fixed their cyus on bia-—wosi.
few minutes break lousa to teke revenme, e
hes belimet more frmily e, grasped hiv spear o
tabitdy, and beld bis shicld Defore Bl hovast with

No. 39,

mixture of ‘fisplensure and nstonishment. Bt
soon he tur ot away from lum, made a sizn to
the Varinger clief to approach, and spoke with
bint and the other cousellors apart in an opposite
corier of the room, but carsestly, and often
warnidy.  “FPhiodoll vemained for u long time no-
tionless and calm ; but at leogth he frowned, and
mattered to himsell, # they may decide what they
please ; but § wish they would »non come ta some
conelion. Yo gods of Walhalla, what might
not ave baen done while these grawt people ape
refleeting 177

At st the emperor snoke whoud to Hehnlrad ¢
< There yemuins oo olhey way. Sey by your fao
«!."-:'m_:g FOERY countryman, il e et bt to

ey fiivkomedon’s blood catl for venseanee”
VT S I wed P hiodn e e
toso ™ wnawored Fhiodoif ot ateange

Viaedly wn e oagn b owas thinking
oo

ane

must s those caperial

Heos, ndd pow aned sabeinn deenien s re-
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col e e
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wenpon,
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caulivus strenpthe But b cwane to pass D odhs
wise thoa he expected.  Eren the fernible bt

ness of revenze was travsacted in the viclnity of |
the emperor in a grate aml lawhil fushion. Ouly {
soft whispers were ab length heard to pass be- |
tween tie pale spectalors ; messengers wonl i !
and fro; a body of the impernl guard approsch- ;
ol with measured tread, sl formed a halfeerdd
round Thicdolf,  Thy courtiers drew buck winle
the captain of the troap came furwerd, und s the
name of the emperor desived Thiodolf to surcend-
er his arms.

«1f the emperor himse!f said that to me,” an-
sweced Lhe youth, thoughitfully, it might Le thadt
I would give them up, and it might also be that |
weonld not.  But now it 1 very different; for
you, iy good, sir-messenger, although you muy
be a very brave man, have ventured much too |
far in this busicess, At all events it will be ensier
for you to take tny iife (rom rac than wy arws
but I think you will win neither”

“Then it must bre done,” asswered the cnp-
tain. ¢ Forwaed, soldiers ! and, if 2t be passible,
bring hin alive to the emperor.”

A hollow faugh from Thisdoll appeared to
make the tronp shudder, but on all sides the hat-
circle drew closer in. Vhe Derserker rage flah-
ed from tie youths eycs.  He brandishe! hi
spear. )

Then suddenly ielmfrid wppdared m
midst. 1 will take him to the cinperor,” be
said, turning to the caplaw ; adding, with a voies
of commant, ¥ Tower your spears ! warch I

The captain Jowered hisweapon; all scotied |
ready to obey the order, mad Hehufeid, toking |
Thiodoil by (he hund, passed gravely ilrungh the
apartments to the impernl chamber.

¢ Whillier wre we  going, tmaster T s-kad
"Throdolf,

 As { said,” sephied Helmiind, “to the e
perar 3 perchance to » judgent of death.”™

« I ohall keep iy arms 17

“Yes, if theu give thy word to injure 2o acr-
vant of the emperor with thew.”

“ { will give it; and let us go on, i God’s
name. Mow all is well with me.”

In one of the halls they passed the blaody,
crushed body of Glykomedon, which had bren
brousht from the palace-garde, and lay there
previous fo ile ‘nterment. I seemed zs though
even Helinfrin e Wis eyes with horror fiom
the disfigured . pse; but Thiodoll looked firt-
ly atit,saying, * The fellow bas had his just due.”
They entered the innermost chamber; the
emperor was standing with a few of his counsellors

—

and he looked at the young Icclunder witita

death ol

PhoLuiiisd, ceeatly troubled, was it pane

o the « e kuew Liow o swewere Uhio-

dolf ] more end wore Beedly on the shiving
sl

Ai (st moment a page aznounced an envoy
frown the merchants,  The emperor desired that
be shedd be wdiitted; and then  turning to
Hehofeid—

Yon sew ity e sand, *they can wail us
lonaer to sew vengeance tnken for the death of
their chief.  Ceuld you not remove the wild
youth frem here, that these sacred walls iy not
be stained with his blead, sbed by s ows
fand ,

Delmitid shook his bead s and Thiodoll szid,
¢ 1l ot «listwshed 5 this marble will oot be the
worse for having the blood of an lcelander Liero
sprinkled upon it

T'he vavoy catered.

Ihiodolf gave nn heed

Do hims: ks thoushts were al the grave of i

fathee, nud tn Walhalla 5 it even fashed through
bim at times whether he might not fearo ol the
s Ciist in the other world.

4 Alianty imperial ruler,? said the merchant,
the white, b who now hends before you 1s not
a suljreel of your srentre. ¥ eame from strango
famals 1o this cxprtaly but nnt the less hare all
il merenauts here dwelling, forvign wnd native,
with one voize chascn me Lo carry to imperial
wapsty o represenfation oo the fearfud fute that
Lately befidl here the Prince Glykomedon, a mo-
meal belere g0 vich and Lyuriting ™

“ ) can shvine the subject of your message,”

Danswered the emperor, ssmewhat gloomily, « Be

ceatent, justice siall be {ully done to you.?
“yYe pray for that,” saiel the werchant § < that
i, wo hope that vour maperial Majesty will nat
wnworlhy us 2o resent the duserved
fow-merchaat, because the shin was
the principat aad alsn one of the richest and
most powerlol anong uee I wi'l answer on iy
head for Dy komedon having run into the arms of
his fiiting punishment.,  Let not, therefore, sour
hoperiat Aajesty on this acconat deprive your-
self ¢f one of your bravest warrtors.  As a fine
far the outrage perpetrated m the palace, the as-

Aoy ns

Cserabled merchants offer ten thavsand pounds of

guld; for 1o our associzte belowgs the guilt of
this cutrage, but not to the brave Northinan, to
whose bawds fate intrusted a somewhat impetuous
revenge.”

The cmperor bent his bead kindiy to the
speaker, and conunanded him 1o relate what he
knew at Giykonied- s wicked deeds. :

'



