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OATHOLIC OHRONICLE

THE TRUE WITNESS AND

SI. PETER'S,

HOW THE WORLD APPEARS FROM
THE GR¢AT DOME,

0id Ffeusations at ‘hisx Point ot Vantage
—A Kaleldoscopic View of Rome’s
Grandenr and Poverty.

—— e

It becomes necessary to feale the dome
of St. Peter’s. One has not seen Rome
until he leans fr.m that airy ninnacle,
and finds the world spread out below
him swathed in the warm mists of the
deepening spring. 1 suppose everybody
has been through this ordeal; but it is
.the privilege of each to tell his own
story, and 8o I tell mine.

You enter the door at the left, passing
at once from the serene, delighful atmos
phere of the church into s kind of wind-
ing slley, that worms its way up to the
roof of the building. It i8 wide, and
floored with Italian bricks ; and so easy
and regular is the grade that one might
ride a doukey on 10 the broad roof with-
out difficulty. Here a multitnde of
domes, small and great, cluster abuut
the vast dome, that seems still ag far
from us and as inaccessible as when we
looked at it from the great piazza below.
The statues along the facade are so
clumasy and s> monstrous that they ap-
pear almost shapeless when we stand
like pygmies under their shadows.
Throngs of people are wandering about
the vast inclosure, that is not unlike
some new qnarter of the city; for the
walls that sbut us in are just high
enough to hide the view and we can
scarcely realize that we are not on ferra
firma,

The next move ushers us info the
dome itself. From the heavy coraice
that .. .rronnds it on the inner side we
look over into the awful deptbs below
ua,

THE THOUSAND LAMPS THAT BURN FOR-
EVER

before the confessionals seem like
sparks of fire. ILittle black figures
creep to and fro across the marble plains,
looking 8o smsall and insignificant it
seems impossible that they are of onr
kind. Thbe splendid mosaios are here
seen to great advantage; and though
mouostrous, they are still beantiful.
Aguin we sscend some hundred steps.
We eriter & narrow paesage that slopes
with the curve of the dum=, and it ig as
thongh we were thrown upon our beam
ends The passage growa 80 close and
narrow th4t the thought of being wedzed
io hera by some nmanic stricken party is
not pleasant. When wa have sgain

come into a little chamber thuat Hes un-.

der the great gl he 1hat ernwnem the
cupela, we all hreathe mare freslya d
try to appear ¢xcessvely jlly. W
lonked int  the dum'e fr..m be segnd
g+'l-ry, bat inmked nnly,

It i< o t«xailarating ta fael ane’a ee't
cm ing 1o & annn h ceiling like g fy,
ard with omly fanr feelers at one'a d.«
possl, Fran the window direc lv over
the centre of the dome we n erad d.awn
u,n the t .p of the baldacchino, nod had
a hideous B nzati i tne r gion of the
waintcont.. 1 wonder how birds manage
to ger nsed to this sort of hing? Birds
and a1l ra—but miilors have no stom
achw. Who ever hesr of a sea-sick
8ail r?

From the balcony above this dreadful
hoitow we looked out upon the lonely
landscaps. How near the lLills seemed,
how low the bundred domes of Rome?
O2 one hand

THE WONDERFUL VATICAN

with ite immense gardens spread like a
map, The Tiber flowed down between
the glaring wall of the old city, looking
positively splendid in the sunshine—
though, Heaven knows it is a hideous
streamn. There were many puople with
ue in the dome, Ironm gates, in charge of
keepers, are kept closed at several sta-
tions in the way to the summit, and only
& fow—perhaps twenty—people are per-
mitted to enter ab once; thus all the
pasgages are kept free, and the way is
Pluin, though fatiguing,

A dozen good panple, with hardly one
goed lung full of breath between them,
awrited their turn to enter.the hollow
ball that tops the dome—beyond which
no man desires to go in the fla-h, A
plimp gentleman preceded me; three
ladies of assorted eiz:s followed. The
steps were now 80 narrow that it was
conyenient to mount them ecrab-fashion,
We aze at least entering the throat of

the glebe; having wedged our way to
the corkscrew steps, we osme to a per-
pendicular lndder that led tu the gial
of our ambition. The worihy leader
valiantly gprang onto the first
round of the ladder. He managed
to work his way into the narrow tube
that c..mmunicated with the globe, and
there be stuck fast and firm. I belped
him to return in a very stewy conditiun,
and full of indignation at the absurdly
small entrance to that most desirable
chamber.

Somehow, we—he and I—managed to
passs each other, miraculously perhaps;
and I started to enter the ball alone.
The Iadies, terrified by the ill-fortune of
our corpulent friend, relinquished the
chase. Isqueezed through the aperture
at the top of the ladder, and found my-
self alone in the ball on the top of St.
Peter’s.

THE COPPER GLOBE IR CAPABLE OF CON-
TAINING SIXTEEN PEOPLE

at one sitting; but deliver me from
meeting any friends in such uncomfort-
able quarters. The sun had been shin-
ing upon the thin copper walls for five
hours. The place was as hot as a caldron.
I crouched in one corer of it, and won-
dered how it.would seem to be suddenly
get & rolling down the great mountain
side of the dome, and how much of me
would be left to tell the tale when I came
to a standatill at last. It waa singularly
silent up there; it was a kind of silence
with a hole in it—if you can conceive of
euch a thing, I.seemed to have the
strangest music that ever charmed these
ears ; sounds that were born of the air—
solid sunbeams, or moonbeams, perbaps,
for they were not as sharp as a sunbeam ;
a kind of tinkling and droniog, as if I
heurd the hum of the planets and the
far-away clash of stars when they cross
one another’s orbits. I don’t know
where that sound came from; I don’
want toknow. Shades of Wagner! It
was 88 unlike anything earthly as any-
thing heavenly oan be. I merely listen-
ed and wondered, and was lost in a kind
of reveria that was not so ligat and airy
as the atmosphere that surrounded me;
in fact, I fell to dreaming over modern
Rome.

Thae roof of 8t. Peter’s is so far above
the city taat
ONE MIGHT EASILY FORGET THE EXISTENCE

OF A CITY,

The noise is lost, at all events; for the
d me towers three hundred feet sbove
the roofs. I think of Rome zcw &=
wiole - a8 a city of tangled, dirty and
‘very ugly atreets; of the pevple as &
m 838 of cheerlul souls, who work hasd f r
n living—it is hard work lomfug in thie
olimate—and who have no h-une iife ac-
cording to our notivn. The R uuxnp
b 1a+eB are great barus as ugly A a-in
¢onveul@ni as possibe, Th.- palacis—
Any large nous~ that has vuce b en o
capred by a digoitary i3 a pabega fin
vv.rmore~the paces nre n libule la g
a lsttie lewms ngly, a little lea« ine -
veni~nt than the rest of the buinings,
and this in (he vnly difference.

Yo occupy a8 rosm or a suite of rooms
in 4 H ¢, and 1t 18 by no means oeerssny
to be unspeking U yms with the rest of
the nouse. You buve your servants, wh..
provide for your table in the house. or
you go out to & oafe, as you ptersr, The
roums are ususily furnished with cheap
and gaudy trimmings, & quantity of very
bad paintiogs, and a larga proportion of
useless, ugly and antiquated furaniture.
Here you receive your guests, who are
directed through a dark or badly lit hall
‘by the porter or portress sitting at the
ball-door, which is nearly always sug
geative of & stable.

You go of an evening or by day, walk
in the middle of the street, or drive if you
preler it ; haunt the three or four villas
that are thrown open to the public. There
is no seclusion, no xest . for the spirit, no
comfort for the body.

IT IS ALMOST FATAL TO BATHE IN ROME ;

you may moisten yourself ocoasionally,
but there is an everlasting fear of fever,
and the fever is almost as serione as
death itself.

The hotels are like all hotels—a kind
of conventional life without any of the
gracious benefits of a convent. There
are innumerable petty cligues in this poor
old oity—modern innovations. The
young Protestants, who here spring up
like mushrooms aund flourish like them ;
the Catholic party, having a grand con-
tempt for the outsiders ; the Court party,
chiefly represented by young officers re-
splendent M ..Jd lace, and with the slim

lega 80 com, ion in 1aly—most of them
disappear n ysteriouely at night, but re-

And to

Why not try

Wyeth's MaLt ExTRacT?

Doctors highly recommend it io those
Who are run down;
Who have lost appetite;
Who have difficulty after eating;
¢?Who suffer from nervous exhaustion;

Nursing Mothers,
as It increases quantity and
Improves quality of milk.
PRICE, 40 CENTS PCR BOTTLE,

appear in the morning as gorgeous and
slender as ever. I know some one who
has trapped several of these dashing
young rmen, and found them
m exceedingly close quartera; but,
rest their souls, thoy hive no silary to
speak of, and most of it goes to their
tailor.

The artists are by themsslves—a house
of many mansions, of course, but one
that excludes the inartistic. Then come
the resident foreigners, who have almost
forgotten where they originated—a very
commeon form of insanity in Europe—but
each one will give his or her reception,
drumming up some floating celebrity for
an attraction ; and so they manage to
rival one anuiher, making and losing
friends with astonishing facility. Yaet,
let me never forget certain dear friende I
bhave made and must leave here.

Poor old Rome ! I wonder if the Ro-
mans of old were auy smaller than these
moderns ? It seems almost impoesible
that any ona could have been; yet how
they blew hot and cold in the cause of
Rienzi! And &ll those

MODERN CHAMPIONS ARE LATER RIENZIS,

who pretend to be doing wonders for the
old city that is past redemption.

It ia common with a certain class of
Americans, after haviog been abroad for
& limited period, to ignore their race.
This is perhaps nowhere more notice-
able than in Rome. They affect foreign
manners and foreign friends; even find
it hard to express themeelves in good
English—if they ever possessed that
rare accomplishment—and take pains to
avoid their countrymen, sometimes
speaking scarnfully of the lard of their
hirth. Well, it is all right, I warrant you.
Whenever you find an A erican who
iguures his kind, you may b- pretty sure
he has private reasons for beiug ashamed
of bis immediate ancestors. Blood
wili  tell, especially if it is a little
tained,

A« for poor Italy, she sits in the
atreetn the-e warm days; rhe mends
- 8 8t every 8 re-t do r; ghe sleeps in
ne snn. bepn ol fordsteri selin matches at
10 ¢ X tavagand Hguare, posrs on the
Speni-h e py, torments yon with infin-
I ely Fmall b pguets for your iapel, «nd
w ]l uever take Nu for an answer. Bhe
w 1 rather pretty, a very healtuy, and a
«.mewhsnt diahonest bors.

ALL THAT 18 HJONESTLY SOCIAL IN EOME

-an be shut up in one room. You and
vour friend are the best specimens,
Without is envy, jealousy, malice, de-
faration, lies, sorrow—skin-deep—suf-
fering, so well advertised that it becomes
a pous:tive luxury to be born a cripple;
and, on the whole, Rome is & great,
splendid, memorable disappointment.
But when I get away from it,I know I
shall fall to worshipping its memory,
and dreaming of it as & kind of shadow
of a city grand, eternal, holy—the cradle
of art, poetry and religion.

All this while the good souls down
below are waiting to get into the ball,
I am, of courss, in a fever heat. Iam
apt to fret myself over the state of
thinge in the “City of the Soul” (it is
the city of the sold in these times).

that pierces the great shell of the dome,
Now I know how a gopher feels when he
gets intothe catacomb, and there csn’t
be much fun in it. Hundreds of people
seem t0 be struggling up towsrds that
hollow globe. I meet fat men who can
never hope to enter there, and women,
who have lost their chance of overdress-
ing; and I find a moral in all this. Down
in the serene atmosphere of the oathe-
dral [ forget all elee, and begin to think
that Rome, with her many disappoint-
ments and her vastly overr.ted shows,
hag stiligin St, Peter's a shrine that is
worthy of a pilgrimage from the mtter-

Down I go in the little winding passage | .
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PUBLIC NOTICE.

Public notice 18 hereby given thai the Fa-
brique of the Parish of 8t. Loulsof Montreal
will apply to the Legislature of the Provinse
of Quabss, at the next session of the same, to
ohtain & Bl granting oivil erectlon of said
Parish and the power 10 impose an assessment
W complete the gonetrnotion of the Chureh.
Montrea), 3rd November,

most parte of the earth,—Charles Warren
Stoddard in Ave Maria,

P. G, MARTINEAT
166 Autariiey’ for the Petitioner-



