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GLIN AND THE SIGN OF THE
M. & . CROSS.

« [n the Name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghost, Amen,”’—first symbol
of Christianity ever enforced by law in the.
House of Commons, Qttawa, Canada, To the
accident of having a Catholic Speaker we owe
the happy augury of the “sign of the Cross”
preceding prayers in the Parliament of the
Dominicn. Mr. Anglin is a man with the
courage of his conviction, and when the House
Jdecided that business should commence with
prayer, 88 8 Catholic Speaker, he simply
followed the dictates of his conscience in mak-
jag the “sign of the Cross.”  All Catholies
commence prayer by making the symbol of
man’s redemption, and Mr. Anglin could not
as a consistent Catholic, shrink the responsi-
bility of the situation, Nor should Protest-
ants object to the formula when a’ Catholie
Speaker presides over the debates, When a
French Canadian, or an Knglish Protestant
sits in the Speaker's chair, they too will follow
the custom to which they have become familiar,
and obey the form which conseience tells them
is io harmeny with their belief. We shall not
object when a Protestant opens the business of
the Session, or of the day, by repcating the
form of prayer which the House has decided to
adopt. e shall not expect him to make the
sign of the Cross, nor to depart from the man-
ner of Protestant formula. We expect 1o man
to abandon the worship in which he conscien-
tiously believes, for the conscious apostate, be
he Catholic or Protestant, is the least reliable,
and the most objectionable of men. Let, then,
our Protestant fellow-citizens gencrously bear
with us fer a while; their day will come
round, and we shall not grudge them the ob-
servance of Protestant formula; while, how-
cver, we shall endeavor to advance the success
of our own.

THE PRESIDENCY.

A movement is on foot to pravide for Presi-
dent Grant by making him president of a new
banking firm to be started in New York,
Meanwhile the question of who will be the
next. President is drawing to a scttlement. It
is-expected that the Court will be finished
tomorrow. What Hayes thinks about it may
be gathered from a speech he made at Cinein-
nati the other day, and when he said that in

anether week

# The business which has engaged the attention
of the country tur eight months would be over.
He hoped tha people would acqniesce quietly who-
ever might be the person declared eclected. He
believed the country desires peace aud security, and
thought this idea should be the expression of the
people to thelr -represcatatives ot Washington.
Realizing bis lack of special fitness for the duties
which be might be called on to perform, he placed
his trust in Almighty God, who rules the destinies
of nations.”

THE O'MAHONEY DEMONSTRATION.

By cablegram we hear that the re-
mains of Coloncl O’Mahoney arrived in
Dublin oo -the 26tk ult.  O'Sullivan,
M. P, for Liierick, is said to be the only
M. P,, present when the remains arrived at
(ork, and that there was no excitement. Here

# the news now to hand :—
¢ Doewin, Eebruary 26 -The remains of 0'Maboney
arrived here this morning. 'The funeral committes
received the corpae at the roilway terminus, The
coffin, placed in a hearse, was escorted through the
strects by a torchlight procession, in which §,000
persons took psrt. On the railway between Cork
and Dublin people flocked to the station to witness
the passage of the trgip with the remains, and a
Inrge assembly ot Charlesvilie Junction; 500 persons
awaited the arrival at King's bridge. The procession,
howeyer, wns deférred till dark, A disordorly crowd
blocked the road to the terminus. 'The procession,:
with several bandsrplaying dirges, began to move
at 8 p.m., and marched along the quays. One account
gays there were 200,000 spectitors. Tl_m remains
were taken to the Mechanios’ Institute, in the hall
_of which they lie in state uatil Sunday. Despite the
cfforts of the committee, thousands forced their way
. -into the buildings after the remains were deposited
therein” . - . .
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. . DISSATISFACTION IN SCOTLAND.
" Day by day, evidences of dissatisfaction are
being..noted in Scotland. Secotchmen are be-
‘ginning to'find out that their interests are being
‘néglected Tu, the British . House .of Commons.
“Tho plain‘faot is'that'the Imperial Parliament
s mob 1 i, o580 1 1 Tad o ill o it
~ stending;to.the work of each Session.- Gladstone
admits it dndthe Gofcinment, oonfossenit by
~leaviog undone many, of -those things. which

ought to be done during each Session. Our con-
temporary the United Irishman informs us
that:—

“Scotland is drifting rapidly into a Home Rule
agitation, Dissatisfied, and justly so, with the total
neglect of Scottish business lnst session in Parlia-
ment, & large meeting of representative Scotchmen
was held in Edinburgh on Tuesday to protest against
the continuance of thig neglect. The first resolution
was proposed by Sir Robert Anstruther M.P., and
ran ¢ This meeting being of opinion that Scottirh
legislation hag not in recent years, obtained its fair
share of time and attention in Parlinment remon-
strates against the continuance of such neglect, and
resolves to memorialise the Prime Minister, the
Home Secretary, the Lord Advocate, and the other
members of Government, with the object of secur-
ing for Scotland that just share of Parliamentary
attention to which the country is entitled.! As Irigh-
men we can spesk feelingly on the subject and may
tell our Scofch friends that their ¢ memorialising’
will be of little use. Matters aze evidently coming
to a crisis in Scotch politics and we confidently look
for the unfurling of the Home Rule banner in Scot-
land.”

TENANT RIGHT.

The tenant farmers of Ireland are working
on in the cause of Tenant Right. The leading
members of the association took advantage of
the presence of the Home Raule M.Ps in
Dublin, and they were invited to a conference
by the Parliamentary Committee of the Tenant
Right Association. Qf the last conference

however we hear that it was attended :—

“By a considerable number of representative men
from all parts of the country, Several members of
Parliament who were absent sent letters of apology,
some of them promising concurrence in whatever
course of action might be adopted. That course was
to amend Mr. Butt’s bill in certain perticulars, and
then to resolve to bring it into the House of Com-
mons at the earliest possible period in the prosent
session, The barmonious manner in which the pro-
ceedings were conducted is an earnest of thorough
unity in the popular ranks when the hour of battle
shall have arrived¥

THE INDIAN FAMINE.

The Indian famine is becoming appalling in
its magnitude. The regal festivities at Delhi
contrast with the misery of the people, A con-
temporary draws a paralle] between the Indian
famine and the scourge that decimated

Ireland :(—

“The accounts’ esys the Cuatholic Times © of
famine in India read like those once told of famnine
in Ireland. As yet they are not darkened by the
tidings of plague and denth; on the contrary we
are assured that the Indian administration is taking
every precaution to preventany of the sufferers
from falling victims to sheer bunger. Herein, then,
the cascs of India and Ireland are very different ; but
we have no guarantee how long they will so remain.
The destitution spreads apace, and the Exchejuer
is oven now seriously strained by the pressure.
Reading these facts, wo cannot help looking back
to the gorgeous.glitter of the Imperial proclamation
pageant, and the enormous waste of mouncy that
then took place. If no moreopportune time could
bave been chosen for the ceremonial, it might, io
deference to the gauut spectre striding over the
land, have been carried out a little more modestly.”

SUNDAY CLOSING IN IRELAND.

At last theadvocates of Sunday closing in
Irelond have had a substaotial victory in the
Tmperial Parliament. The almost unanimous
voice of the Irish people could no loager be
constitutionally resisted. Ireland united earried
victory in its wuke, The Nation tellsus now:

“ The advocates of Sunday closing have scored
another victory in the House of Commons, On Mon-
day night, Professor Smyth, by the aid of the Gov-
ernment, brought forward this measure out of its
order, and, after several Irigh members had spoken
Sir Michael Hicks Beach formally surrendered, de-
‘claring that he would not further vppose n {rial of
the ‘experiment;’ The Government, however, were,
he said, desirous that the experiment should Le safe-
ly tried, and therefore proposed that the bill shonld
be referred to a select committee with a view to
determining what exactly should bodone in the five
largest centres of population in Ircland-—Dublin,
Belfast, Cork, Waterford, and Limerick, There was
some hesitation about accepting this ofier, seeing
that the large towns ave precisely those places in
which Sunday closing might he expected to do most
good. But eventually it was accepted by Professor
Smyth, and the second reading was carried 194
votes to 23, Of this latter number, it is im-
portant to add, only five were contributed by Irish
members.

THE LATE SIR JOHN GRAY.

. Sir Jobn Gray is to -have a monument
erected to his memory in Dublin. The monu-
ment is either to cost £2,000 or £4,000. Ata
recent meeting held in Dublin, it was ex-
plaioed that:—

“The memoriel is'designed as ‘a pyramid group
in connection with & fountain, a colossal statue of
Sir John Gray being the- principal feature. The
accompanying colossal figures are so designed as to
be equally effective when viewed from: the side

pathways as:when seen in’ front, They represent
Patriotism:and Erin. - Patriotism, or love of one's

.country, is represented dressed in armour, to.indi-

cate thet the patriot fears no dabger: when engaged
in his ‘country's cause, i and that: his ‘courage sur-

mounts “every difficulty, ., The “crown “of Iaurel

which she holds alludes to the distinction conferred
on 8ir John Gray for eminent public services, while
the dove which forms the crest of the helmet de-
notes the peaceful nature of his labours, Brin is
represented holding a cornucopia of fruit and
crushing beneath her feet the chains of tyrannical
power, to indicate restrictions removed and bless-
ings conferred by his labours and works of public
utility. The height of the principal statue to be
10 feet; the accompanying figures to be of heroic
size—8 feet ; the entire height 25 feet by 18 feet,
The material used in the enlire work, statues,
pedestal, and basin, to he of campanile marble; the
steps underncath to be of granite. The cost. to be
£4,000, including all expenses of erection, &c.

A RIFT IN THE CLOUDS,

When a Liord Mayor assumes the official
robes, and enters the official Mansion in Dub-
lin—he gives an inaugural dinuer after the
fashion of his caste. In Dublin these official
dinners have been too often used to proclaim
the “prosperity of Ireland" cry, and the evasion
of national sentiment was a marked feature in
the entertainments. A rift has however come
in the cloud. We hear that at the last inaugural
banquet given by the new Liord Mayor:

#The prosperity-mongers and the admirers of the
connection with England were not allowed to have
thiogs all their own way. The only hearty and
genuine ovation accorded during the ¢vening
took place in honour of the Home Rule leader, and
afterwards, when Mr. Butt, in response to the
toast of the House of Commons, referred to the old
Irish parliament, and “sat upon” the Lord
Lieutenaunt for his # prosperity” deliverances, there
were frequent bursts of loud and continued cheer-
ing. Almust equally cmphatic was the hostile
demonstration which Lord Lifford provoked by his
eulogy of the Dritish Parliament. Altogether, the
demonstratior was significant and gratifying in the
highest degree, and, if the Lord Lieutenant and his
superiors be wise, it will be a token to them of the
temper of the great body of the Irish people st the
present day.”

When we remember that Mr. Butt spoke in
the presence of the new Lord Licutenant, the
Duke of Marlborough, and after the Duke had
made his ¢ prosperity” speech the importance
of the incident will be more fully realized.
It iz all good work, we must box our corner
where, when, and how best we can.

AN ENGLISH M.P, ON HOME RULE,

Mr. Joseph Cowan, M.P., for Newcastle-on-
Tyne, is 2 well known supporter of the Home
Rule Cause, Ile is too a consistent supporter
of every Irish measure which is for the popular
good. He isin favour of Irish laws being
made by Irish men. He is perhaps one of the
ablest men in the House of Commons, and what
he says carries with it considerable weight all
over England. Iis views of the situation may
be understood from what he recently said when
speaking at Newcastle-on-T'yne. He referred
to the Home Rule M.P’s., as being composed
of :—

tRadicals, some Liberals, and some Conservativer,
yet before they were either Radicals, Whigs, or
Conservatives, these Homo Ruolers were Irishmen,
They putthe Home Rule quesiion pre-eminently in
front, and if there was an Irish question at issue, or
supposed to be at issue, they ignored all considera-
tions of Imperial politics. They held the balance
between Whig and Tory. He had no fault to find
with it, but e would point out that as leng as that
party existed and followed that course of procedure
the Liberals had little prospect of returning to office,
For this reason. Since the Reform Bill there bad
never been in Evogland, but once, nn sbsolute
majority of Liberals. There had been a majority of
Liberal repreeentatives from English boroughs, but
the members from counties always outweighed and
outnumbered them. Take England altogether since
tho Reform Bill, the majority of members had been
Congervatives. It had been different in Wales and
Scotland. In these two portions of the United
Kingdom Liberals were in the majority, not only
amongst the people but amongst the national re-
prescatatives,, With respect to Ireland it was some-
what different, Irish Liberals were formerly recog-
nised as members of the party, but eince the Home
Rule organisation was constituted they had stood a
distinct party, and occupied an indepeadent position.
Irishmep were acting clearly within their rights,
And so long as they followed their present course it
would unquesticaably be a source of weakness to the
Liberal party.”

ITALY THROWS OFF THE MASK,

At last the Government of Ltaly has fairly
thrown off the mask, and openly avowed itself
the bitter foe of the Catholic Church. The
world is prepared for this devclopment. The
Tablet in reviewing the situation reminds
us:—

#In 1870 Victor Emmanuel affected to venerate
the Holy Father, and previous to .dethroning him
addressed him ¢ with the affection of a son and
with the fuith of a Catholic.’ His Minister, Signor
Visconti Venosta, assured the Eaglish Government,
in a document dated September G, 1870, tbat the
Pope had ¢notbing te fear from Italy, cither as
regards his security, his independence, of his
'dignity.).” His. Majesty himself, in- his letter of
Septembur 8, 1870, hoped that ‘the’ Chief of
Catholicism, surrounded by the devotion' of the

Italian peoples, would preserve upon the banks of

the Tiber & seat glorious and independent of all
human sovereignty.! The very Ministers who
introduced the bill for suppressing the Religious
Orders pretended o zeal for religion, and, in the
preamble to that Bill, used this language :—¢ To
respond to the confidence of Europe and to the
expectation of the Catholic world the safest and
easiest way is that of giving to the Church that
full liberty “which, in the celebrated formnula put
forth by Count Cavour, finds its counter-part in
civil liberty, of which it forms the completion and
the seal.! From the moment this Bill against the
supposed clerical abuses receives the Royal assent,
the Government of the King will be the supreme
arbiter in all disputes touching the performance of
Divine worship and the administration of the
Sacraments. Kiog Victor Emmanuel will be,in
effect, although not in title, the supremc hend of
the Church in Italy, and His Majesty’'s Courts of
Assize will he the actual tribural for regulnting
ecclesiastical affairs.”

IRISH MUSIC.

Sylvester Giraldus, commonly called “Geral-
dus Cambrensis” has left on record his testi-
mony of the excellence of Irish Musie, Ie
tells us that the Kings of Scotland and of
Wales came thence to Ircland to look for harp-
ers and minstrols to take back with them. We
arc induced to think of this historical event
when we read of the Annual mecting of the
Irish Academy of Musie, which took place in
Dublia some time ago, and at which:

“ Lord O'Hagan contrasted the neglect of the
musical art in Ireland with the attention bestowed
on itabroad. In this country, said he, the cultivation
of music is not cncouraged ; yet it is ¢ a unique pos-
session which we should cherish tenderly and proud-
ly. It hes been the subject of admiration to other
countries since the early days when teachers were
brought from the Abbey of Bangor (o tcach the
students of France in Irish pealmody. It compelled
the praises of Crambrensis and of Bacon, and drew
from Handel the declaration that ho had rather be
the author of one Irish air than of all the composi-
tions that had woun his reputation.” His lordship,
says the Jriehman, told his audience how the world
is filled with the fame of Irieh music since the
great compasers of other lands have wnde its melo-
dies familiar to cvery civillzed vation. Lord
O’'Hagan could not understand why our npative
music should command so little love and sympathy
at home. Could not he understand the reason why
it is so coldly negatived? Yes, wo do believe he
could explain the cause as bricfly and asaccurately
ag any man in Ireland. 1Vith all this well deserved
praise of Irish music, the pupils of the so-called Irish
Academy, when they came forward to exhibit their
proficiency before the distinguised mudience, did
not play an Irish air, nor sing a single Irish song.
! Sogpai, and * La dove, and ¢ Flow on, oh Silver
Rhbine, were rendered, but ¢ Eileen Arcon, or, Sav-
ourncen Dheelisb,' or { The Last Rosc of Summer'
—where were they ? Their absence was a comment-
ary on the speeches,”

GREAT HOME RULE MEETING IN DUBLIN

A Great Home Rule meeting was held at
the commencement of the month in the Rotun-
da, Dublin, There were about twenty M.1's
preseat as well as many of the leading citizens.
Twenty six new members were elected includ-
ing Captain O'Beirne, M.P. The room was
crowded and an enthusiastic audience proclaim-
ed their adhesion to the principles of Ireland’s
right to Legislative Todependenee, The rene-
gade O'Keeffe was held up to the contempt of
his countrymen, and was publicly expelled the
organisation. The following are the resolutions
passed at the meeting :—

¢ Jlesolved—That Mr. John O'Keefts, M.I', a
member of the Home Rule League, having publicly
assisted and supported the anti-Home Rule candi-
date, Mr, Lehmann, in the late county Waterford
contest, agningt Mr, Delnhunty, the Home Ruls
candidate, adopted by the League, it is cxpedient
that Mr, John O'Keefly should cease be & member
of the League. That this resolution be submitted
for approval to the next meeting of the League.”

This is good work, when such political apos-
tates are scoured out, honest men may come by
their own. But the good eause moves onward
1m spite of renegades. The next resolution
proclaimed the determination of the Home
Raule party to continue the work, and it appeals
to the ¢ Irishmen abroad” as well as those at
home to assist in the struggle:

 Resolved—That we dcsire once more to record
our unalterable conviction that it is not possible

to secure peace or prosperity to Ireland save by |

the restorntion of our native Parlinment, and we
confidently rely on cur countirsmen st home and
abroad to continue to the Home Rulo League and
the Home Rule parliamentary party the cordial and
unfaltering support which they have hitherto afford-
ed to them in their struggle to obtain that. all-im-
portant object.” . ‘

The last resolution carried was:— ,

# Resolved—That the recent memorable victories
won for the Home Rule cause in the large and im.
portant counties of Bligo and Waterford furnish
conviacing proof that time is only streogthening
the determination. of the Irish people to remain con-
stant to the principles Iaid down at the Home Rule
Conference and affirmed by the country at the last
general elcction,” - : :

There is no doubt about‘:i"t. Meanwhile we

in Canada “shetld 'do - something to Help the |
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men in the gap. Ireland requires the services
of all her sons, in this straggle for National
autonomy,

THE POPE.
Qur latest news from Rome tells us that the
Holy Father has recovered from his temporary
indisposition, which caused the suspeusion of
the public reccption for a time. Other items

of news from the Vatican inform us that :—

% On the 28th of January the Holy Father
received in audience a deputation from one
of tho Catholic Associntions of Naples — that,
namely, for the collection of Peter's Pence.—
It was introduced by Cardinal 1’Avanzo, and
tho address was read by Duke Raimondo del
Balzo, Cameriere Segreto to his Holiness, The
Pope replied in a speech in which he exhorted the
Catholics of Naples to persavere in well-doing and
to seta good cxample by virtue and picty. The
deputation brought an offering 0£7,000lire. Four-
teen Cardinals and many of the prelates of the
Court wero present, and many distinguisked Romans
and foreigners, The Tope, on this ocension, gave
with his own band to the master of the Sistine
chapel, Dominlco Mustafa, a magnificent gold snuff
box, produced in the mines of Cnlifornia, and &
gold medal, of beautiful workmanship. On the
28th of January, M. Rouher, formerly Prime Minig-
ter to Napoleon IIT., was admitted to privato au-
dience by his Holiness. On the 30th of Junuary, &
deputation consisting of persons belonging ~ to
Grottaferrata, of both sexes was admitted to au-
diencc. On Friday, the 20d of February, tho Besan-
con pilgrims, te the number of 200, bad audienco of
tho Holy Father in one of the Leggic of tho Vatican.
Mgr. Paulinior, Archbishop of Besancon read the
oddress. The sum of 150,000 francs was prescnted
as Peter's Pence. Tho reply of the Pope to the ad-
dress was glven in the happicst maoner and with
very clear and distinct utterance. The Besauncon
pilgrims were entertained on the cveniag of Sun-
day, February 4, in the Palazzo Altemps by the
Roman Society for Catholic interests. The Earl
and Countess of Kenmare and Lord Castlerosse
had a private audicnce with the Pope, on
Saturdny, the 3rd of February, and on Sunday,
the 4th, received Holy Communion from the
hands of the Holy Father, The Pope received
on ¥riday, February 2, the customary vigits from
the heads of the Religions Orders and of the Col-
leges in Rome,

NEew Carpivars.—It is rumored that among the
new Cardinals to be created in Consistory in March
will be the Archbishop of Vienna, Mgr. Kutachker;
Mgr. Eder, Archbishop of Salzburg ; and the Arch-
bishop of Rheims, Mgr., Langenieux.

LATEST FROM THE VATICAN.
We rcjoice to know that the health of the
Holy I'ather is much improved. The latest
news from the Vatican inform us that ;—

* A Brazilian pilgrimage, numbering one hun-
dred souls, will leave Rio Janciro, for Rome, on the
5th of April next, under the dircction of Monsig-
nore de Lacerde, Lord Bishop of St. Sebastan di
Rio Junairo. It may here beobserved that the diffi-
culties between the Brazilian Government and the
hicrarchy are about to form the subject of consider-
ation in the Sacred Congregation,

“ The unique cabinet, or Lookcase, pregented by
French Cntholics to the Pope, has arrived at the
Vatican. It is a masterplece in design and detail.
The bull promulgating the dogma of the Immacu-
late Coneeption, is written out in over 300 different
langunges, and cach language has a geparate volume.
‘The books are marvels of high art, and the Look-
case is worthy of its contents. It is lofty, mnssive,
nod beautifully carved of precious woods, inlaid
with procfous metals, and surmounted by o minia.
ture statue of the Sacred Heart, in silver., Genios
conceived the whole gift, the most perfect skilt
was called in to reallse the conception, and the
world was laid under contribution for materials.
“His Holinoss delivered an address to the Lent
preachers on the 8th ult. His theme was suggests
ed by the present condition of Romo., A few years
have made & sad change in the city—a change which
.must bo intensely painful to all who deplore tha
march of irreligion. What- were the guides of the
‘people to do? His Holinegs furnished the reply un-
hesitatingly. The new laws had deprived them
of almost all power of raising their voices; never-
theless it was their duty to speak, that all might
hear, They must fight against the emissaries of
Satan. They must teach that Christ was the Way,
the Truth, and the Life, and especially the Truth
in His threats; and to point ocut the altcrnatives
offered to all men,

4 Agsurances have been received from Constanti-
nople that no changes of Government there up to
the present have had the slightest influence on the
relations between the Porte and the Vatican.”

- THE EASTERN QUESTION.

The news from the East -is still conflicting.
Diplomatists are manwuvring, the armies are
-still mobolizing, and ‘the .people are-uneasy.
Russia has asked' the Powers if they will re-
main passive, if the troops of the Czar oross
the Pruth, If they do Russia mensures weapons
with Turkeyatonce: . .. .

A despatch from 8t. Petersburg says:Prince Gourls.
chakoff urges a reply to the Russian circular as to
whether England will remain passive: in case. of
coercion againat Turkey. If so- Russia ‘will-croes
the Pruth; if etherwise Russia demobilimes.: A.
Rugsian council is sitting to dey, and a decision is
imimtnent, - coch oo s Tonne T
. Prack TriATY Stansp.—~A ‘Constantinople: des-
patch says-the treaty of peace between Turkey and
Bervia 'wag éigned to-day. & -7 Ui Gina e
" DiegoRiLiaaTion o3 Russrax Troors<Loxpoy, Feb.
27.~~A despatoh ‘from’ 8t ‘Petersbuig: to:day ‘an~
nounces that the Council of Ministers has:resolved .

to den,mbilize thetl'o'opsimmedhhlly
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