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, or ratber the moruﬁcauOn, of seeing their successful rival
;fm“n shiott while make his appearance, and, efter complet-
ing his customary search, gain adwittance at the doer.
They had no certain knowledge, however, of the person
.- whom they had seen, for a plaid totally concealed him

frim the erown of the head to the But whemse-

ever he might be, they were resolved for once to turn the
sweets of the courtship into bitterness.

" No sooner had the door beea cautiously closed, and all
within sunk iuto perfect stillness, thaun the whole three,
with a heavy tramp, advanced to the window, and wetting
the tips of their finge:s and rubbing them repeatedly along
the glass, kept up a squeaking ncise, so loud as to be
heard at a considerable distance. The lovers were by this
time seated at the parlour table, with a candle burning
before-them. A large oakeu press, displaying on its frout
the rude carving of former titnes, stood behind them in a
corner,. from which the young and innocent Agues had
taken, in the apen simplicity of her affection, a new silk
handkerchief, ca which with nice art, she had sewed the
name of her Robert ; and this she had just presented to
him; and breathed a wish that he would wear it for her
sake. Robert had pressed the sweet lips by which the
twish was uttered, and was cradling her head upon his
breast, and vowing how much, for her sake, he valued
the present, when the sound of the spies without inter-
rapted him. ‘Do you hear thut ?°* said Agnes, starting.
‘“Can it be the tread of men, or do you think it is some of
the cattle that lie without 2°’

“I saw nobudy when I came in. It must be some of
the cattle.’”’ The loud squeaking upon the gluss of the
window instantly resolved their doubts. **You have beea
chserved,” said Agunes, alarnned; ‘‘sume men were here
before you came, and tapped long at the window without

. my answering them; and they have no doubt been watch-
ing, and now mean to be revenged.”’

-¢¢ It can only be me that they wish Lo molest,’” replied
Robert withk an encouraging smile; ‘‘and,’’ added he, ris-
ing and casting his plaid over the lef® shoulder, and kuot-
ting it beneath his right arm, “if I cun only get ou: to the
bent, they'l be fleeter than any person I have yet seen,
if they catch te.”

_ “Stay,’’ said Agnes, clinging to his arm ; ¢ they may
cause a‘Stone, or perhaps a shot, to overtake you, if their
feet fail them in the chase. And who knows bet they
may be ready at the door to seize you, the moment it is
opened ?*’

¢But then your father and wother will be awakened:
and I would rather run the greatest risk witbout, than be
taken by them within.”’

¢‘I have many a bye corner where I can hide you tiill all
danger is past. Do stay, I beseech you !’

““No, no. The consequer:ces to you might be worse
than you are aware of, and l will never seek my own
safety at the hazard of yours. 1 will make my escape in
spite of them.”’

,Agnes had no time to reply, for the noise which the
fellows were now making without, had already caused a
stir iu the bed-chamber of her father and wother. “*What's
a’ this-din about ?*> had been twice demanded in a half-
sleeping tone by Mr. Hawthorn, and Mrs. Hawthorn was
heard to be out of bed, and rumaging about in search of a
candle. Robert pressed the hand of his Agnes in silence,
and, spatching his thick hazel staff, proceceded to the door
which he quietly and quickly opened, and was out upou
the hill-side in an instant. The three spies, who expect-
ed no such thing, and who were congregated around the
window at a short distance from the door, stood for a mo-

- meént. gazing upon one another in astonishment, before
they recovered presence of mind to start in pursunit. “‘He’s

" ant ! he’s out!”’ was their first exclamation ; when away
- they darted after him, each casting over his shounlder the
~end of his ,plaid, and holding his cudgel horizontally by
the- m:ddle in bis right hand. A low hill, with a gentle
aoclmty, lay before the house of .Mr. Hawthorn, over
whc‘\ ‘was the path that Robert every night trod to viait
his dapghter, and in this direction he now led out his pur-
suers in his way bomewards. He had gained abogt twenty
' ‘paces on first starting, and it was evident, as he ascend-
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ed the hill, that he \vas?égbable of still increasing the dis-
tance, '

With what joy did Agnes behold him, as she stoed
trewbling in the threshold of the door, stretching away

like a deer before his pursuers, and setting their cries and
menaces 8t dofinncs ! The house looked towards the

south; the moon had about an hour previous risen oppo-
site to where Agaes was standing, and by her pale cloud-
less light the anxieus maidon was enabled to mark, with
considerable precision, the niotions and progress of her
lover, and of those who fellowed him. But as they neared
the sumumit of the hiil which formed her horizon,the figures
of the wholc became more indistinct, and their respeoctive
distances less discernible.  The hill was level fora short
breadth on the tup ; und as Robert, from the momeunt of
his setting foot npon the edge of this table-land, appeared
ata distance to be standing while passing over it, Agnes
beheld with inexpressible anguish the forms of his three
foes emerging in the weather-gleamn, and appuarently ap-
proaching him, until at lust the whole group melted away
like apparitions beyond the horizon.

““lie’s caught ! he's murdered !’ was her first excla-
mation, as she spraug from the door, and ran with uncon-
scious speed towurds the summit of the hill.  ller parents
were by this time a-foot, with two shepherds and a female
servant, who rushed out also onm heuring the wild cry
of Aznes, whom they funcied to have been in bed.  But
their surprise, and the bewilderment of wmind which peo-
ple feel on being suddenly roused from profouud slumber,
prevented then from perceivingthe course which the hap-
less girl had taken, unul distance rendered her invisibfe.
Then a sad and uoavailing search through and around the
premises, was all they could resolve npon.

Agnes, in the meantime, had run, or ruther flown, to
the opposite side of the bill, at the foot of which lay a
deep lina, with a burn leaping along its rocky bottom, ata
depth of many futhowms frum the edge of the precipices
that on either side overBungit.
muring solemnly through the stillness of the night ; the
low breeze wus sighing plaintively among the hazels and
rowan-trees, that waved like spectres beneath the moon-
beans over the hideous chasm which their foliage partly
concealed ; and as, on reaching the suuunit, no mortal
wus visible tothe eye of Agues, the imprussiveress of
thie scene hushed at oace the tunmult of her feelings, and
awakened her to a sense of her louely Her
limbs, which but 2 little before seemed possessed of more
thau human swifiness, now felt the palsying effects of
their late efforts, and her spirit, subdued by apprehension
for her lover’s fate, and by the awe which crept vpon her
in the midst of her solitude, completely annihilated her
epergy. She fainted and sunk cpon the hill side, where
neurly haif an hour passed over her before recollection
retarned. ,

‘1 wiil search for him in the linn,’’ were the first words
she uvtiered to herself, as she rose from the spot on which
she bad fallen, and preceeded feebly to exccute her pur-
pose. ‘¢ Surely,’”’ said she in a hslf andible voice, while
descending to the bottom of the chasin, by @ stecp and
difficalt path which she had chanced to discover—*‘surely
nothing uuearthly will harm me in this awful place, since
spirits know the errand on which I am come !**

‘¢ Nor nothing human either, my dear girl !’ said a per-
son at hier side in a low voice, who rose up from a crouching
position, and caught her in his arms.. Agnes shrieked, bat
the sound was inaudible;for the unknown,anticipating anch
a result, had throwu a fold of his plaid over ier mouth.
““For the love of heaven, my angel, be silent !*> said the
stranger, whispering -in her ear, and folding her in a stil!
closer embrace ; * do you not know your Robert ? 1
thought my whispering had been more fumiliar to you.
But how, in the name of wonder, have you come here 2’
This was a question which Agnes was in no capacity to
answer ; for this discovery had so wrought upon her
feelings, that for a long time she lay ntterly speechless upon
his breast. At length she recovered so far as to be able
to articulate, ‘I came to seek for you. Oh, let us leave
this, and return home ! I am dying wnh fnuguo and

The wuater swas mur-

situation.

—

« We will, shortly, but we are watched ut preseny ;
and how you have got in here unnoticed, is Perfectly.
miraculous. Do you perevivo the point of thut reck op-

posite, which almost overhungs us here on thia side. of
¢« do,”” wasthe reply. *Well,”
ne of the follows is perched there, to trace m:’

the burn ?*’

ghert, ¢
if pos |ble, within the linn, for they saw o entering j,
and seem to be perfectly aware that I am at no great dxs-h
tance. ‘L'he other two ure stationed ubove us on this side;
und unless we cun find some wuy of geting out cithes
above or below the place where you catered, we must
assuredly be tuken. We aro sufe enough sv long ns we
rewain hore, howuover, for they hnow whut udvuntage |
have over thens should they offer to descend.  This pool
at our fuet should receive the whole three, were they (o
approach me.”’

Agnes was convinced of their danger ; but from having
zot in unmolested, sho was of opinion that to get out jn
and she therefore

2L s

the same manner was equally possible,
urged her lover to the uudu(uking
own dungerus of no consequence,”” wus Robert’s reply to
this entreaty ; “indecd, until you uppeured 1regurded the
whale atluir us matter of nmuscment.  But now, with wy
dear Agnvs under my protection, the cuso is oltered. |
connot think of plucing you in dunger, where the odds is
so much ugainst me.”’

“They will not harm a woman,
neither shail they you, if prayers nnd tears huve any avail,
should we bieppen to be caught.”’

“ Before you utter prayers or shed tears for me,”” said
lobert proudly, ¢ I shall be past the power of hearing.
them. Come! for you are in so fuint and agitated o state,
that there i3 us much dauger in remainiug hore, as in fa-
cing the mean feliows who have shown eo wuch eomity

'y

returncd she ;

tov ards e,
With lits erin round her waist to support her, he now
Ieft his hidg-pizce, and with some diificulty reached the

Py

brosw ufthe inn,  *tHo, watch these!
thy

menl’s thne was not to be lost.

he's beside you.”” A mo-

Robert placed the fuint-

opposite side, ] sen him;

iug Agnes onthe ground, and springing forward cpon the
two fellows as they sturted from their lnir, he with ofe -
push precipituted them  both over the precipice into the

de: p p()ol beaeath.

Aloud angry cxclamation was heard from their compa-
nien acress the ten, while the loud
wizhts balf drowaned his voice; ¢ yoa have Killed them !
Their biood be un your head !’

“1 have only duclied them well, as you shou!d also be,”"

rnfj!io.;! Raobert,
‘Then snatehing up his Agnes, who was not yet so fir re-
covered as 1o know what had passed, he made for the top
of the hiil with ull speed. When there, a cry or two
brought the whoke of Mr. Hawihorn's distressed family
around hin, to whoms, as they procecded towards. the
house, he reluted the whole of the adventure, and frankly
avowed his love fur the fend and faithful Agnes.

it 1 hail-merry und haif-angry  tlone.

rejoicing at the recovery of |

. daughter ; and though

brows, and ulter something to cuch of a ¢ serious and

keep your meeting ony lunger secret, o be rintin® ye'rsel’s
into .* this pliskies o° this sort agnin.** Tler advice wos
gratefully received and fuithfully followed ; and in a few

tion of his Agnes.— Dumfries Magasine.

Ix¥ocENT ENJOYMENTS.—Wo have no more réa-
sonto be ashamed of innocent enjoyments than we are of
ealing blackberries, because they stain the mouth.

which draw their nourishtent as much from the heavom

terror.”* J

above as from the earth benecath them.

“1 look wpon my -

Cl.nd |

jLenge of the hnplt’ﬂ__

Mrs, Hawthorn ouce or twice endeavoured 1o knit bt
weighty pature,” she was obliged to cuntent heroelf with

remarking, “Wuel, weel, hairns, youug folk maun hae
their daffin’ cat; an’ if ye like anc uuither as ye say, dinua

months more Robert had only to remnain by his own fire-
side when he wished to enjoy the company and conversa-

OvuR TRUZ NoURIsHMENT.~~We should imitate trees,.

umtinued _

cried the spy fiom

The

parents were unuble 1o reprove the romantic pair, while |



