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CALEBNDAB FOR DBCBMBER.

DEO. 4th-2nd Surday in Advent.
" llth-3rd Sinday in Advent.-[Noticg of

Ember Days].
"14th--

" 16,h- ExnEa DArs.
17ih-

" lth-4tb Sunday in Adveet.-[Noife of
St. Thomas].

21sit-St. Thomas,.................. A. & .
" 25th-CistTTMAS PAy-[Pr. PPs. M. 19.

45, 85; L. 89. 110 112 Athan.
Cr. Pr. Pret. in Com. Se-vice
till Jan. 1mt, ineluded.-.-otice
of St. Btephen. St. John and In.
nocent' Days].

26th-St. Stephen-First Martyr.
27th-St. John-Apostle.
28th-Innocents' D ay.

GROWTH OF THE CHUROC.

(A Sermon preached at the Consecration of Truro
Cathedral, on Thursday, November 3, 1887.)

RY THE ABOUBISHOP oP CANTERBUnT.

"In duo season wc shall resp if we faint not."
Galat vi, 9.

The Apnstle is not putting off anxionus, dis.
appointed men with a smooth word. His "due
season" is not like his Judge's " convenient
meseon "-due and convenient if it should bp-
pen so. So soon as harvest is due grain will
ripen, and we shall reap. Yet wbat hopea wea.
oUt, how many hearts faint, how God's promise
is accused of failinue, when not only good men,
but justice itself and enlightened policiee go to
tbe ground. Diemay comes back and back
again, because Men will expect to resp where
tbey bave scnrcely sown. One who bad labor-
ed a long, bard lifetime for the policy he had
believed in, exclaimed on his bitter death-bed,
" I have loved righteousness and hated iniquity,
and theiefore I die in exile." He threw aw..y
his last moment of insight, because he had a
quarre witb God. And his quarrel with God
was bccauée he had Pet bis heart on -reaping.
Hte who sonws as CHarIST sowed is content with
sowing. The world's wbole history is, in the
greate-t view, ail One seed-time. Autumn lies
beyond. i at prosent there is any reaping of
either gond or evil, this is but by the way; jist
enongh to indicate that God is just and true ;
an intalment ornly, nften notbiug but a tolken
of what is to corne. le ihere any great sowing
which falls to tbis age of the Church ta do, from
wbich barvests w il be reaped long after our
work is over ? If so, bas th is oce.a-ion any re.
lation to that great sowing ? ThePalm.peakga

of-ome %whogoes on hisway weeping and
bearinggood.seed, who will come again with
joy.and brigg his shoaves with him" This
bçautiful work of God among us to-day-the first
such founded. and built these eight long centa
ries, founded. and built for. centuries to come
which bas received so much love. and grown to
nany as.dear go if it, were a living thing, and
þeen, prayed for daily, and in the realised fol-
iQwship of many quiet days, not for what it ir'
but what it is to be, a pledge of growing unity,
a aeed of unity to come-have not blessings and
answers to prayers been so abundant (we asok
who know) ever since it began, that the most
atixious and laborious can not speak of even thbi
early seed.time as a time of tears, as a time of
anytbing but jay -and vigour and visible grow-
ing ; and tiliare we not sure that its bar vests
will in tbeir seasonso be hundred-fold of the seed
sown ? If so, this occasion must be parcel and
part of some vast spiritual preparation which ig
being widely made for the future, and makes it
greater far than its owngreatness. Again, then,
lut us think what is the great sowing which be-
longs ta thisýage of the Churh to do ? Signs,
nay voices,. a general consent on every aide,
answer us. If we wish to prepare a future for
our people and our children, we must make
provision for an active, realised unity in the
Church. The love and zeal for divisions is not
what it was. Far or near be it, the carrent of
both thoughtand feeling sets towards reunions
But. if this is smnse, we must avoid a commen
fancy. We cannot recur to the past for unity.
External unity has not exiited yet, except
superficially. Unity is not the fir4t scene, but
the triumph of Christianity and man. Christ
Himself could not croate uity in iLi Chur-h.
Ho could pray for it, and His prayer most mov-
ingly teaches ls ta work tor i4. On earth it is
not a gift but a growth. if any vision of it is
granted us we must so work both in and tow-
ards whet we have seen that "although it tarry,
it may be for au appointed time," but rather
still that " it may corne and not tarry." There
seem to be three great linos on which we may
prepare the way of unity,. along whieh it will
come in-the search for Truth, the reality of
Worship, the lessons learnt from History.

1. " Unity through truth " is au ancient motto. s atrucltu'es of langiages, express each orne spe.
It is a sort of natural prophecy. It is confrary cial grace, or order, or deep perception. And
to the common judgment of our time. Unity ought not the worship of ail mankind---with
through compromise, that is the new maxim- tht. Eternal God tor its object-to express wider
unity by extending our list of non-essentials, thougbts, and of necessity in more varied forms,
and surrendering them as fuat as we May. We than even those greatest renderings of nature ?
are making such progress with this index, that low widely did the worship taught by Augns-
as if ail our own difficulties were insignificant' tine ta the English differ fron that of our Celtic
we find ourselves already being counselled t' saints, and both from the forms ofearlier ages,
recognise our unity with even other religiors of and both from our own. Yet we feel the im.-
of the world. We, to whom the very name of mense differences to be natural and right; we
religion means that there is a sinless Saviour, know that tbere must be such differences in the

lie made in for sin, avisible Victor of death, tuture. Have these simple facts no moral for
W hose very fle@h is the life of the world. ar the present ?
asked to leave the word in ignorance of Him, 3. A third way of unity must emerge frorm
and label our religion as one among religions sincere recognitioa <f tle Divine Preence in his.
which have no religion in therm. But short of tory. Ail wisdomn is tested by the exparienceof
such incoherent dreams, what would be the end history-as ta whether it ie a ra wisdom or
of thie negative way of decreasing differences whetber it is a plausibility. You will-never
by defiuing non-essentiala? The differences that find extreme parties caring for history. The
romain would be as obstinate as ever, unless we one thing they would agree to dowould be to
took a shorter method and deflaed as non-essen- tear up its record. The anti-religions politician
tial ail the thinge we differ in. At present we would excludehi2tory alsa froin education.! The
agree-God be praised 1-in more things per- Ultramontane wouxld exclude it from being
hape than we know. *And surely the sound cross-examined. Yet happily both are making
hope of unity lies in urging ail mon ta seek and history meanwhile, bath writing themsolves
find what are realities; then ta speak these,de- down in it. Well may they hate it bore in Eng-
monstrate these. live these. As we seuk and ]and. The one can but road that England was
use realities in science, in history, in phijo- a Church before it was a State; the ather that
sophy, so also in morals, and in the revelation Eugiand never acquiesced in theforeignprelate.
of God. Then the non-essentials that are ha-m. To these two facte we owe our worship, our free-
ful become as if they had never been. No man doam, our truthfulness--and ail the prophecy of
revives proverb abut vacuum whon we know the future which our cathedral this:day. qpens.
the facts of gravitation. The harmnless non- History is rich with prophecy. And now it is
embentials are, per haps, full of grace and beauty a prophecy to come. The life of the race1 is as
when they are been in proportion. If ail seekl roal as the life of the individual. .We.hgin to
trtb, not self, nor party, nor traditions as see that the true value of the life of the;iudivid-
such,.we have unity. already in will. And ual i as an exemplification of, asa contribution
avanlhdIs. aS.QIArnepxt, steg.çIear lus , ta, the life of the rage-that " p ieiJUWh tU

keep Dur faces longingly toward the, light,
daily deepening (as we. know bow) our know-
ledge. The yearning of multitudes is.not in

vain. After yearning cormes impul16e, volition,
movement.

2. We said worship was a second meanst to-
wards unity. That it is an immediately lelt
means is one of the commonplaces of Christian
literature. It found one of its most beautiful
expressions froin Augustine, and has lest no
freshness since ; the emotion of unitedkwor-
ship; the thought Of earth's unceasing inoense
of rising prayer as the dawn and dusk ofevening
each moment waken and oach moment send to
rest a new moridian; the range of -worship
from deeps of penitence ta the divinest treasure
of the communion of saint@; the range of its
formas, from the plainest simplicities, so dear to
many. ta the best earthly perfections of shape,
of sound, oflight; the vast varieties of race and
character, which worship makes one, from the
Corinthian, the Roman Jew, the Egyptian ber-
mit, to the Kentish king, the Indian chief, the
Japanese noble; the same words and feelings,
minghty ta bring ail, humble yet exalted, into
God s presenee. So must the worship of this
beautiful bouse be beuLtLiful, and various, and
profoud. It must give the full and tender
music of that Prayer-book,which-while missal
and breviary have benome the private devo.
tions of priests, and other exorcises are engaged
in ta die as they are delivered-is becomning the
Prayer book of the world. Not a month but
briugs it to me in some new language or dialect.
Make you this bouse a fit ai-d sober exponent
of t, lut it be followed up by simplest pr.yer
neetinqgs, lot it be followed up by wise divinity
and deep, and this will be a houes of prayer in.
deed. But, further, I wantto suggest one other
point as to unity and worship. Are we sure
we are right to look upon varielies of worship as
necessarily marks of variance, on diversities of
ritual as material difreon-nces? They ought
rai her to be thought of as so many renderings
of one infinite theme, and ail to be rejoiced in.
How can such a theme be rendered witbout
many forms of utterance, answering ta the many
harmonies which make up man ? Every school
of painting, overy style of architecture, ail the


