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This Mady; who was wetl ‘kndwn - to the wriler,
1ad made many sacrifices for the cause of Christ,
and was, 1 believe, dolng what she could lo biing
poor wanderers ba_ck to Gud. o
“"Many other things wliere meutioned by her,
tmt which I-cannot now :so distinctly remember
as to warrant my making any record of them
here. Theré was a strange unearthliness asout
this young woman, after this event. Previously,
. her.disposition was iather. sullen, and there was
an smpression of sourness on her eountenance.;
trat the change produced by this occurrence was
manifest-to all that- knew her. Her temperbe-
came the most.amiable, and her countenance: was
lighted up with more than ordinary joy. But,
strange to say, in 2 few months she allowed het-
sel to be’ exalted above :measure through -the
abundance of the revelation, and consequently lost
wach of hér glory ; but the tod of affliction Jed.
her to recover her forleited ‘enjoyment, and in
about -thgee, years -alter. this tranceshe died hap-
py inthe Lord. . . e
No petson is pethaps more disposed to sciatin-
ize and to reject the ylisclosures of what are called

trances and visions than myself ; and yet, when.

they furnish so inany marks of genuineness as
those of Miss D=—, I ‘think they should be al-.
Jowed their proper weight and infuen se-in con-
fiming and illustrating the doctrices. of revela-
tion. There is nothing in Miss D——"s disclo-
suras -inconsisterit with that Book which’is to be
a lizht unto: ous: feet,-and a-lamp unto aur paths,
and by which we are to_regulate our faith and
practice ; but, on the ‘contrary, there is the most
‘perfect accordance.: The Word: of God-informs
us that there is.a-wotld of sjiicits, into which men
enter.on quitting life, and are happy, or other-
‘wise, according to their moral eharacter; and if
1tie Lord shquld, in some - cases, for Feasons-best
kpown to himselfy. lift the. veil which conceals
from cur view that spiiiteal region, we ought not
t6 reject the Jight thus let in upon us, but rather
-avail ourselves of its assistauce for. the betler un-
derstandimg of the woid of God, and the realities
of another state of existence.

With respect to the locality of the world of
spisits, conjecture Lias been bLusily and fruitfully
employed.” Some suppose that it js in the'sun
others that it isin the centre of the vast universe
attracting and governing all the celestial hodies
in theic vevolutions: but the opinion which to
me appeais most ‘plausible is that of its being in
the simosphesic rtegion, and consequently all
around us. It is true, we perceive it not, because
¢ gur senses are holden.””  Our physical nature is
supposcd to be the veil separating belween us and
the invisible world ; but when this veil is removed
by the hand of death, our souls will at once find
themselves in that wotld, and discern things
which, though now present, are not seen, because
spiritually discerned.  This view of the subject
seems to be countenanced by the Sciiplures.—
‘Ihe mountain appeared covered with $piritual
beings when the Locd, in answer to the prayer of
the prophet, opened the eyes of his servant, or
drew aside the veil. (2 Kings vi.17.) Stephen,
at the time he was about to suffer martyrdom,
¢ saw the heavens open, and Jesus standing at
the right band of God.” Believers are to he
¢ caught up to neet the Lord in the air;” and
the ministering spirits which ¢ minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation,” ¢ do al-
ways behold the face of our Father which is in
heaven.” | ‘They do not leave the spiritual world
to perform their ministrations, but are in heaven,
it would seem, at'the very time they are ¢¢ en-
campiug round-ahout them that fear the Lor..”
Itis true that thia view, as well as others, rela-
tive to the ahode of sepatate spirils, involves dif-
ficulties not to be solved in this in.perfect state ;
but it neverthelcss appears to receive some sanc-
tion from the word of God, and is, in my estima-
ion, more consistent with the condition of being
entranced than any other opinion held on the
subject, ) o

1t is also avery generally-received opinion,
that .apirits know each other in the invisible
world. 'I'he rich man knew Abraham and Laza
rus ;- and the Apostle, referring to a futare state,
tells ug that ¢ then shall we know as also we are
known,”  According to the testimony of Miss
D—, 'she" knew, without being informed, the
various beings she et with in the world of spi-
Titg, 1t appears to be a region of knowledge in-
tuitivély obfained, withoul any laborious effort or
inquiry, This view of the subject is calculated

‘1God over-one sintier that repenteth, certainly very

to strike torror into the hearts of those who, by
their neglect or influence, destroy souls, as it
supposes they will knowstheir victims when they
shall mect tiem in (ne world lying beyond the
tomb 5 bat it is a view well adapted 1o excitwe
pleasurable emotions in the breast of those who
¢ turn many to righteousness,” as it encourafes
the hope of their recognising their ¢ spiritual
childeen®. a5 their ¢ crown of rejuicing in the
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his cowm-
ing.”

‘Chere is another npinion, entertsined by some
persous, which dors not appear to he witt
foundation in the Woid of God, that thog
ants-of eternity know what is takiug pla
workd, - The (emptations presented to
by wicked spirits, the guardianship ©
beings, the cloud of witnesses repres
the Apostle as looking from their place
upon Christians running the racc set before t
and the joy felt in the-presence of the angels

strongly countenance the opinion. This also
agrees with Miss D ’s statement ; for she told
us most distinctly that the state and circumstan-
ces of the population of our globe were fully
known to the inhabitants of the nther world.—
How startling is the thought !
‘persons ought we to be, in all boly conversation
and godliness 7 If-carth'is without a covefiug to
eternity, with what circumspection ought we to
walk ! ) '

"‘Now, if these things be so—if there be a state
lof future réewards and penaltivs, on which we
voust enler on leaving this state of tiial; how im-
poriant it must be for eternal things to exert their
due weight and influence upon us, that when we
fail upon earth we mayv be received ivto ever-
lasting l:?ai(ation’s! Were we to judige of the
relative ‘¢daims of time and enternity by the ge-
neral deportment of men, we should conclude
that the former were far more imperative than
the latter; the perishing body more valuable than
the immortal soul; aud the pleasures of sin,
which are but for a scason, more to be desired
than those unfading joy's which are at God’s right
hand.

One of the persons that Miss D—— saw in
torment had been in the habit of violating the
Cluistian Sabbath by matt s of worldly business.
I more than once reproved her for it, warned her
of her danger, and exhorted her to flee from the
wrath to come,  She acknowledged the propriety
of ny remarks, but, like many, pleaded her secu-
lar engagements, and expressed a hope, that, at
no very distant perisd, she would be able to re-
tire from business, and attewd to her soul. Un-
bappy woman! Procrastination has ruined many
a soul, and it ruined heis; for, while she was
ahout to realize all that her earthly mind had
long and anxiously desired, the messenger of
death sudienly and unexpectedly blighted all her
hopes, abruptly put an_end to her mortal life, and
Mi s D—— saw her in hell Jift up her eyes,
being in torment. ¢ O that mortals were wise,
that they understood this ; thut they would con-
sides their Jatter end 1

Reader, are you prepared for another world ?
If impenitent, you are not; for, “except ye re-
pent ye shall all likewisa peiish.”” Ifunbelicving,
you are not; for, ¢ without faith it is impossible
to please God,” and ¢ He that believeth aot shall
be damned.’” If unregenerate, you are not ; for
“ except a man be born again he cannot sce the
kingdem of God. If unholy, you are not; for
¢ without holiness no man shall sse the Lord.”—
Such is the testimony of God. ¢ He that hath
ears to hear Jet him hear I”?
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NARRATIVE. BY THE REV, P. NIEL, OF
“THE 'REASONS WHICH' IMPELLED HIM
TO LEAVE THE COMMUNION OF THE
CHURCH OF ROME, IN WHICH HE WAS
RECENTLY A PRIEST, IN FRANCE,

( Con;i;dcd.)

Tukre is another ceremony, whose conaection it
i§ difficalt to trace, that of renewing the fire on
the evening of Easter and Pentecost. The pro-
cession of penitents i3 often witnessed. They
perambulate the streets, divided into companies,
with one or more priests at their head, hearing
standards, wearing masks of green, ved, &c., for
there are penilents of all hues, chaunting aloud,

What manner of
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wiio enter the chureh dedicated to soine saint.—
IF the procession is in the country, it would be
impossible to deseribie the noise and disorder
which often prevails, pasticularly dusing their
Fepasty or wisen they become heated with wine,
I the country is suffering irom wait of raia, the
priest convokes tre people, nud they go iu pro-
cession to the edge of a well or stream, and the
miest dips the bottoin of the cross two ur three
timves into the water, in order o bring dowa ruin.
If, on the contrary, rain is too abundent, and the
(ruits of the edrth aie destroyed, the processign
arries the cross to the foot of a hilly and there
implore the uid of all the saints to procure

fine wedther. It is to be supposed the
st does not lend his assistance without a suit-
¢ 1emuneration.  Romaa pagans went in pro-
ion to their temples in honour of Cetes or
acchus, to propitiate them, that good crops and
) abundant vintage might be granted them, The
man Catholics thus imitate them in'their ex-
vagant and pompous cecemonies. To the igno-
t people these brilliant spectacles are pecaliatly
acceptable,

Another ceremony, not always so agreeabls to
the priesthood, is that during a storm. The peo-
ple compel their minister to exercise his power,
under the prrsuasion that he can command the
storm ; but should it happen that the priest is ab-
sent, or unwilling to lend his assistance, ot thaty
notwithstanding  his  conjurations, the storm
continues tv extend its ravages, the priest
is exposed to outrage and ill treatment, and
he ceases lo enjoy the respect of bis parish-
ioners, because, as they conceive, he would
not exert the skill le could command.—
When a priest is about to perform this ceremony,
he puts on the surplice, stole, and square cap, and
issues from the church with the ritual in his
hand, reciting litanies and prayers so very long,
that there is every chance of the storm breaking
hefore the conjuration comes (o an end. Some-
times their assistants hold them fast to their gar-
ment, for the poor deluded people suppose the
priest would be carried off by the Devil, if he
failed in his exorcism !

Numberless other ceremonies might be named,
not less atsurd or superstitious. Should one of
the Incas, from America, happen to arrive in Eu-
rope during some of the festivals of the Romish
Church, he would be agreeably surprised to find a
priest superbly dressed, walking beneath a cano-
py of cloth and gold, bearing in his hands the
symbol of the god whom the Peravians adore !

A Mahommedan met a caravan of pilgrims on
their way to St. James de Compostella, or to
some olher place where some saint had manifested
his power by working niracles, might he not ask
why do you not go to Mecca or the Mosque 7—
In Russia the people and clergy pay more respect
and vencration to the image of St. Nicho'as than
they pay to Christ himself, an this idulatry ori-
ginated in the Church of Rome, aud to such an
extreme have they procecded in Russia, asto
call the image of the saint God. If the Church
of Rome treats as schismatical the Russian or
Greek Chureh, surely it cannot be on account of
these practices, but rather because the prince of
this church would not yield precedence to his ri-
val at Rome. History recounts the most bitter
disputes on (his point between the two churches.
Still when the Church of Rome has any object to
g4in, as bringing forward its catholicity and unity,
to prove its infa libility and the trutls of its doc-
trines, it does not besitale to reclaim the Greek
Chuich as its Jegitimate child, The Clurch of
Rome profess to be One, Holy, Catholic, Aposto-
lic. luvincible arguments in 1is favour!  Surely,
could it prove its infallibility, it would require no
further argument to prove itself the trae Charch.
Wa can judge of its claim to be apostalic try com-
paring the docirine which it teaches with that
which is contained in the writings of the Apostles;
and we shall find it holy and infallible, if extra-
vagance and superstition are the characteristics of
holiness, if maoifest contradiction in its decrees,
and palpable erfors in its doctrine, are the signs of
infallibily, I cannot for one be persnaded (hat a
Church whose ceremonies, commandments, pro-
hibitions, 8., vary to infinity, can be truly called
one.. In the Church of Rome, each different sec-
tion has its own peculiar 1ites, feasts, offices and
practices. One mast,under pain of excommuni-
cation, believe that the Pope is infallible ; if this
article of faith is denied, he is cursed by the
pr'wsl. .




