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terniediate lpcriod. Hure, too, are the great memiorandumi
books containing notcs-of-hand from Rubens; particulars of
ail the work for whicl, estiniates wvec re quircd, and ail thc
1p.ytticiîts by I>hilip. of Spain. As a sure guide te thc

position ofthe workni in the sixtecntii, scventccnth. and
ciglitecntlî centurit.i. we have the %%agcs.books conipicte
showving the ivcekly carning.; of conipo.;itor.., pressmien.
enigraiver, and bookbinders over a period of threc centuries.
Then whbat cait we say ini estinmating the interest of tlic
saine extent of luer-book..s ini wvhch i. preserved thc cor-
res1)ofdelce of the housc? Thelicîumber of autograph
letters is beyond- bdlief, and aIl arc carefully and chronolo-
gically docketcd; the autograplis of king,. statesmen,

phlilosopher:;, historians, and ariisti arc preserved side by
side with the rnost illustrions printur.. of France, Gcrnmany.
ltaly, Englanci. ami Spain. Vcry fewv of thcmi have bcti
editcd, and. - any w~ill throtw quitc a new liglit upon the
literary questions of the sixtecnth and sevenitcsnthi cen-
turies. lu the saine collection are found royal diplonia%,.
inventories, wills, gencalogies, accounits of travel on business,
aud family miatters. and lastly a long autobiography of
Plantin iînself. in whichli e narrates the hope.s and fears,
the disappointnient.i and succcssci of fiftecn cventful years.
One of the letter..s abovc mientioncd supplies an intcresting
fact in Ilantin's lire. The French King sent letteni patent,
appointing .hini - King's 1rinter," a vcry lucrative as wvell
as lionourablc position. Plantin, hioevcr by the advice of
the Spauishi amibassador, declincd the honour, satisficd with
the title he alrcady had of ý Architypographius " to Philip
11. of Spain. The Duke of Savoy and Piedmont also wishi-
cd for his services, and there i. bis lutter inviting Plantin to
Turin. The Duke offéred to purchase at llantin's owvn
prc his whole establishmnent, and to preient Iiiîn with
i,ooo gold crowns as a bonus; lie promised to erect new~
and extensive printing-offices at Turin. over wvhicli Plantin


