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- CRUCIFIXION."

Lord, T would stand with thoughtful eye
.. Beneath the fatal treo,

~And seu thee bleed, and seo thee die,
' And think, ¢ what lovo to me !’

Dwell on the sight, my stony lreurt,
Till every pulse within

Shall into contrite sorrow start,
And hato tho thought of sin,

Didst thou for me, my Saviour, brave
"The xcolf, the sconrge, the gall,
The nails, the thorns, the spear, the grave,
While | deseryed them all? :

0 help me some réturn o make,
To yicld my heart to thee,
And do and suller for thy suke
As thou didst then for me! -
Ruv. ti. F. Lyre.

—

THE DIVINE TEACAING WIICH GOD MAS
: PROMISED.
From Bickersieth's Christian Student.
CONTINUED, '

“The infinite | oodness of God o vouchsaf-
ing such a teacher, will be the more clearly
seen when we remember that spiritual blind-
ness is not merely a misfortune, it is a fault,
itis seriously criminal. [t is not owing to
want of abifity, for the most wise of lhis
world are often” spiritually foolish. It isnot
owing to want of instruction, for such as
Judas had the best instruction, butit is the
perverseness of the heart; rejecting the di-
vinely revealed descriptions of the infinitely
glorious God, kating his - holy characler, and
preferring, from the love of sin ils own carnal
conceptions, and principles,  Spiritual blind-
ness alleges, as an excuse for oursin, the fact
that we have no disposition to' love God,
when it is in truth the extreme aggravation
of our sin. Not love Him who isinfinitely
amiable and lovely ! how criminal the heart
which is destitute of thislove ! how yel mote
criminal he who justifies himsell in sin, from
the want of such love ! yet this is our stale
by natare. And towards sach hostile minds,
God has shewn the richest mercy ; he com-
mendeth his love towards us, in that while we
were yel sinners, Christ died for us.

This divine teaching is quite distinct from,
‘and superior to a knowledge of the “doctrines
~“and system of Christiunity. ~ Spiritual igno-
rance is very consistenl with doctrinal know-
ledge. -+ Satan has doctrinal knowledge, but
" he has no true: apprahension -of the ‘divine
'ﬁlory, no’ relish.: for; the. ‘divine beauty. He

ates that whick is  good; because - his own
works'are_ evil. - We wantan, internal, spis
ritual seénse, (he rift of. God, to. disco ot 10115
thé excellence of the d
£ Mr. Law ‘puts thisin
he:remarks. 1.
knowledge ' ‘
casily have of the Bacred i
ligions  matters, "as of {any other books: or
; hwmnan afairs, beiny taken ' for divine: know-
ledge; - has spread such darkness -and . delu-
sion all over Ckrislendom,as may be reckoned
no less than a general apostasy from the
Gospel state of divine il umination. = The
best ability of the natural man can go no
farther than talk, and notions of opinions
about Scripture words and facts : on these he
may be a great critic, an acute logician, a
powerful oratar,and know every thing of the
Scripture except the spirit and the truth.?
A map is nol therefore the better able to
receive and comprehend the great essential
triths of Christianity in their real influence,
becanse he is a great critic, or a great scholar.
“No illiterate nan hag farther wandered from
the truth than have some great scholars.
Divine. illumination gives-us to know trith
inits holy influence, and in its real experience
and enjoyment. -

Witsius happily distinguishes the acqui-
sitions of human ‘intellect, and those arising
from divine leaching : showing the infinite
“superiority of the latter, he says, ‘one who
isa scholar of this heavenly academy, not
only knows and believes, but has a sensible
.perception’ of what is " remission of sins, and
“the privilege of adoption, and familiar. com-
munion witl God, and the grace of the Spirit
‘inhabiting the breast, and_ the love of God
_poured outin the heart, and the hidden manna,

flight when
fter-learned

in
and the swoel love of Christ, and the carnest
and pledge of perfect felicity.”

We depreciate not talent, and geniug, and
miman‘industry, and learning, and: accurate,
claborate. and " comprehensive human ‘know-
ledge. . These have - their office, and wnder
divine grace they are of eminent and exten-
sive use in the fulfilment of that office, bul
let them not usurp a prerogative which is not
theirs, that of eblaining for, ot communicating

“to the soul, the spiritual judgment and ex-
perience by which we - discern the ‘things ol
the- Spirit of God. - Here, he that is spiritual
Judgeth dll things, yet he"himself is Jjudged of
no man, 1 Cov. iy 150 0 o Lo
“ It is .not.suflident o -object, ¢the most
“neite rensoning has been “urged in depre-

the church throu{;h successive ages
¢

1 attention.

‘the prophet:Isaiah says,:

| logical writers is the not constantly advert-

ing' to the need of divine teaching, to
make us” wise unfo salvationy and the great
success  of such “spiritual and devolional
{reatiscs as have heen. a means of edilying
e Lh has
arisen from their clearly and distinctly f)ring-
ing forward our dependence on divine grace.
Such hooks as Augustine’s Confessions, and
Thomas & Kempis, are ~eminently useful
simply on this ground.

Tnr smope o Divise Tracuiva calls for
Lt _ . There are particulars' on this
point, which, like the winds of the heavens,
are beyond human investigation (John iii. 8. )
but there are other particulars of great practi-
cal moment for our instruction and edification.

God does not now teach by supernatural
means, as he taught the prophets and apostles,
and enabled them to write the inspired
volume, He does not ordinarily teach with-
out human instrumentality, and, specially
he teaches through his awn word and his own
Spirit, ‘The standard or criterion of this in-
struction, is the inspired volume. All claim
{o it, contrary lo, or beyond the written word,
and not under the sanclion and regulation of
that word, is a dangerous delusion. The Sa-
viouris the great Dlediator, by whom this
blessing comes. :

The Father, through the mediation of Christ,
communicates, by the Spirit, this divine
teaching to his children, The Holy Ghost
is the main agent.  The Divine Spirit enables
us to know the things that ‘are freely given
us of God (1 Cor. i, 12.) The Lord promises
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father wwill send in my name, he shall leach
you all things (John xiv. 26,) Of this, St.
John, speaking to Christians in general, says,
"Lhe anointing which ye have received of him
abideth in you and ye need not that uny man
feach you.” He dispels prejudices, He pre-
serves from dangerous error, He guides unto
all necessary truth, He makes our study itself
devotional, humble, and practical. He re-
moves the averseness of the atlections, and He
turns the will to God. He especially reveals
to the inward man the grace and glory of the
Savieur. God who commended the light to
shine out of durkness, hath shined in ourﬁearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God, in the fuce of Jesus Christ. 2 Cor.

V. b. .

‘Bishop Jewell in his Defence of his apology,
well observes; . ¢As the . Scriptures: were
written by the Spirit of God,. so must they
be expounded by the same,  for - without the
Spirit we have neithier ears to hear, nor. eyes

‘to see: Itis the_ Spirit. that opens, and: no.

man shuts;‘the same shuts, and *no . man
opens./The same ‘Spirit:pre i
L (hat

the! woman’s heart, -th
ear o and consider:the
spaken by Pauliand in'r

ey thm'v"‘; !
celof the-Spirit,
hall: be:; all

taughtof God.??

*~'SoLuther, in‘a letter fo Spalatinus, afte
recommending to his notice certain ' parts; of
the writings of Jerome, Ambrose, and Augus-

tine, exhorts him always to begin his  studies

with serieus prayer; stating. that, ¢ there is
really no interpreter of the divine word . but
its own Author.? !

Divine feaching is manifested and uvi-
pExcER by thiee principal features—the dis-
covery of our sinfulness, the leading us to
rest in Christ as our only Tighteousness before
God, and the victory over the temptations of
our spiritual enemy, Our Lord dwells par-
ticularly on these operationsof the Spirit.
John xvi. 7—15.

A decisive evidence of divine illumination
is love to the law of Gody (see Psalm cxix.
throughout) and obedience to the divine com-
mands. Jercby we know that we know_ him,
if we keep his commands. IHe that saith, T
Enow him and keepeth not his commands is a
liar, and the trulh is not in kim. All religious
confidence, consistent with the habitual in-
dulgence of unholy tempers, evil words, or a
sinful life, is a mere pretence, directly op-
posed both to the very nature of the Gospel,
the whole current of Scripture, and the im-
mediate influence of the Iloly Spirit, ~‘The
Holy Spirit thus gives Christians an illumi-
nation far beyond mere head-knowledge ; the
light is more clear and vivid, the enjoyment
is mora experimental, the sense of. personal
interest is far strenger,-and the influence lo
practical obedience is far more cflicacious.

It is freely, allowed, that there have been
those who have greatly abused this doctrine,
and made it an occasion of self-complacency,
contempt of others, and . reproaches against
them. = They could not give a more striking
evidence of their own want of that, in the
fancied possession of which they boust. How
discriminating are St. James’s words on this
head ; after bidding the truly wise man to
show ol of & good con versalion his works with
mecknass'of wisdom’; and “alter speaking of
such wisdom as is carthly, sensual, and de-
vilish, he thus describes that which God
gives—the ivisdom thut is from above is first
pure, then peaceuble, gentley casy: o be en-

ciation of reasou; the advocate of spegial

i inspication declaims ‘ngainst:the" presumnplion

~"of liuman reasoning :?:this :may be; perfectly
~ true, and yet-reason be whelly incompetant

fully to discern spiritual things. "Nuy, lotus
~ tnke care lest we.object to the hlesse apostle,
“who exercised the; ljligh,c,st‘ powers of reason-
* ing in his, epistles, and -yet asserts, Jf any
~mian among you' seemeth’ 10 be, wise iz this
“world, let_him - become a * fuol : that he. may

‘ba'wise: - Tho teaching:of* the i Holy: Spitit
docs not take: away:or: Aveaken out-rensoning
“powers ;-it rather improves: {hem "t the “ut-
‘most, but it puts them in their proper place in
- due siibordination " to higher nowers, . ringing
‘every” thought 'into “caplivity o the obedicnee!
of Clirist, " 'The whole question i, ¢ what do
he Scriptures testify 27 G T

treated, full of mercy and good fruils, without
sartialify and without hypoerisy. - - '

The aunthor has the more insisted on’ this
subject from its having been mich disre-
garded. e plead not for any supernatural
apostolic_inspiration ; .we \\lend not for any
who claim infallibility, whether Papist or
Prolestant, but we do plcml against lhutidc_n
“that venson and learning - can of themselves
guide us- lo the full . meaning.of Seripture.
We do plend against a mere, general admis-
sion? tiat our endeavours are fruitless ~ with-

out:the ordinary jnfluence of the. Holy: Spirity

‘whilo:the tandency. of the observations is to
show (hat renson and learning are avery thing.
Tli teaching of the 1loly’ Spirit is of main
and vilal'importance, and should therefore be
prominently weged, and ot casually admitted.

Porhaps” the: grand defect of “most "lliﬁdA?;‘

"1 be concluded in our nieel.

 MEDITATION FOR LENT.
' CHRIST CRUCIFIED, - ..

What an abhorrence of sinshould this spec-
tacle beget in us ! Pictute Lo youtselves the
course and progress of our Saviour’s afllictions,
from the garden of his agony to the mountain
of his'crucifixion. Track his bloody steps
from Gethsemane to the palace of the high
Priest,—and thénce to the jidgment-all of

pared and opzned | o
e 1d 9

vere I

teiled, and ‘hath - cast all

* | bondage of the. world

Pilate,—and at last to Golgotha, Sece him
trodden in the winepress of divine indignation,
till the blood cozed from every pore of his sa-
cred body. See him blindfolded, buffeted, spit
upon, torn with whips, and crowned with
thorns.  See his hands and feet mangled with
nails, and his side picrced- with a spear.
When e groans, see him answered  with
scofls and insults ; and when he thirsts, see him
presented with gall and vinegar: and hear
that doleful cry, which could only burst from
a breaking heart ; ¢¢ My God, my .God, why
hast thou forsaken me.”” Having contem-
plated all these sights, and "listened to these
sounds of woe, then remember; poor sinner,
that this was all endured on thy account :—
that it was sin, even thy sin, which crucified
the Lord of glory. Recollect that this man of
sorrows, this prinee of sufferers, was wounded
for thy transgressions, and bruised for thine
iniquities. It was because thou hadst broken
the law, that he was ¢ stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted.”” “That cup of bitterness
which he emptied, was the cup of God’s ven-
geance for thine offences, Then never more
think lightly of sin, confess it to be a hateful
and abominable evil. If God abhorred it so
much, as not to spare his own Son, when
found in the place.of sinners, do you also
loathe and detest it. And with heart and soul
importune the great Dispenser of the Spirit,
to quell the power of sin, and utterly to ex-
tinguish the love of it in your bosoms.

What a spring of consolation is the cross of
Jesus to repentant sinners ! It is that tree
which, on being cast into the bitterest waters,
makes them sweet. Thou broken-hearted
penitent, canst thou distrust. the promises of
the Gospel, when thou seest the strong foun-
dation on which they stand? It is the blood
of God’s only begotten Son which’ paid for
thy forgiveness, and how canst thou doubt of
being forgiven? What! wilt thou think
meanly of the mercy of God, after the carnest
he hath given of it in.sending down his be-
Joveil Son to die for thy redemption 7 Can
that love ever fail; which began with such a
deed 2 Will he who _ordained the sacrifice
refuse o accept it?: Oris there in thy iniqui-
ties more power to defile, than there is virlue
to'{)qrgc them awayin the blood of alonement ?

ear that blood; Tor it yetspeaketh as foudly’
elly as hien st it trickled down the
Cross i and it will silence the Voice of the'of-
fended Tnw, and-of thine acensing conscience,
It :assures thee-that it: cleanseth from all sin;

‘hids thee {ake courage,:for d'1s recon=
ast allithy:sins'behind lis
back, It declares that’ the Father  and: his
Son ate never more glotificd,’ than when:the
“cress bocomes ' an ; instrutnent -of ‘salvation to
the chief of sinners, It enables thee to enter
the holy of halies 3 to behold the glory: upon
the mercy-seat ; to feel thine adoption as 2
cbild ; and boldly: to call,  Abba, Father.”
For it utters those delightful words, which an
inspired apostic hath recorded; *¢ He that
spared not bis own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not with him alse
freely give us all things 77

Can any thing pour grealer contempt on the
pleasures and vanities of the world, than
Christ, the Son of God, npon the cross 7 If
the Maker of the worlds was the poorest and
lowliest of men, and chose a life of labour,
contempt, and persecution : ifhe had amanger
for his cradle—a carpenter for his reputed
father,—-fishermen and publicans for his com-

anions,—the bare ground for his couch,—
wunger, thirst, and weariness for his daily en-
tertainment,—thorns for his crown,—-a reed
for his sceptre;—chains and nails for his royal
jewels,—and a cross for his deathbed :—if
this, my brethren, be a faithful representation
of the Son of God upon the earth, is it fov us to
be greedy of pomp and splendour, of softness
and delicacies, and to murmur at the want, or
loss, of domestic case and comfort 7 Do we
call ourselves the followers of him, whose
titles (as imposed by thechildren of darkness,)
were demoniac and wine-bibber ; and canuot
we brook a word ot insult, or even-a scornful
look? Nay, let us gaze upon the cross, till
we ourselves are crucified with Christ in
heart and affection :—till the grandeurs and
beauties of the world have faded [rom our
sight :—~till we are grown willing to bear all
hardness, like worthy soldiers of the Captain
of our salvation :—ani till we are filled with
that spirit-which ¢ countsall things but loss
for the excellency of thie knowledge of Christ
Jesus our Lord.» SRR

Lasily 5 let" this day’s meditation' upon the
Lamb sfain for sinners; excite you to all'grati=
tude und obedicnce. 1l such motives fail as
liave now been urged upon you; I despair of
moving ,?'ou by any other. O dwell upon
them, till the love, of God and - Jesus Christ
are shed abroad in’ your heartsi . Can- you

rudge ahy service fo the Father, ‘who with-
ﬁeld mot his only | Son, -hut made him a’curse
in your behalf 7.7 Can you refuse-obedience to
thé Son, who for your sakes becameo obedient
unto death, even the’ aceursed’death of the
eross 7 - What - labour’ can -you- reckon hiard,
what' sacrifice costly, when put in the scale
against your debt for: sueh’astonishing bene-
(s 7~ ‘hien. take upon you :the: yoke! and
burden of your God and Sayiour: Your love
{o' him- will. make them easy and: pleasant at
the-first 3 and you will atlerwards:ind: them

I, what makes-us liesis
tate for 'a- moment: {o exchange the hateful
“and +the; feshy for the:

-0

excellent effects.

mord-and ‘more delightfal’ to you: from’ their,

glorious: liberty which Christ bestows on all.
who love his service? Let us go to him,
brethren, and 5ay in the spirit of thoe Israelites
to Gideon, ¢ ¢ Bule thou over us, for thou
hast delivered us from the hand of our ene-
mics.” Fo thee we surrenderourselves, for
we aro thy purchase. We bind ourselves to
thy cross, as a sacrifice ¢ to the horns of the,
altar.”? ‘Thou . hast joined ns to thysell'in‘an
everlasting covenant : and we desire hence-
forward to have no will but'thine ; to walk
worthy of thy Gospel, and to copy thy ex-
ample ; that after glorifying thee now in our
body and in our spirit, we may in due time be
perfected with thee in the glory of the Father.?
Now unto him that loved us, and washed us
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made
us kings and priests unto God and his Father
to him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.—Rev. J. N. Pearson. '

A PLACE FOR YOU.
ronx xtv. 2

And who, my Christian brethren, aro the
individuals thus distinguished by their Lord?
Let the man of the world reply, and he may
be disposed to say, ¢ For the high or the
learned, for the poet, or the orator, ot the con-
queror of hostile millions 3 for itis at their
feet that the world ordinarily casts her
honours. Nor would the reply in_every in-
stance be inaccurate. In not a few cases,
rank, and learning, and genius, are ¢ justified
of” their ¢« children,” and the highest in
carthily distinctions are the highest in the favour
of God. DBut how frequent are the exceptions!
fn how many instances are we almost con-
strained to forebode that the scriptural denun-
ciation will be fulfilled, and the ¢ first will
be last 1 Many, it isto be feared, who have
been llattered when living, and whose poor
remains, proudly decorated with the sad me-
morials of the mutability of all human things,
have been followed by sorrowing thousands
to the grave, will, because impenitent and
unholy, sink from the high seats of worldly
distinction to the deep and dreadful dungeon
of cternal infamy and wretchedness. It is
not difficult to fancy such an individual, the
palm of earthly honour in_ his hand, and its
Jaurels wrapped around his brow, passing
from the silent tomb to the bar of everlasting
judgment, and there claiming for himself
among the spirits of the blessed, as by a-sort
of natural right, the distinctions so long freely
conceded 10 him on earth. ~But, alas ! how
awfal the reverse ! Follow  that haughty
spirit a step fartherin his eternal career.. Be-
hold the judgment set and the books opened,
the Wwitnesses-assembled, and the *Ancient of.
days,enthroned-amidst all” the'‘glories’ of - the:
Godhead, to fix ‘the everlasting. destinies “of
Yhis ereatures. i I hear the trumpet of the archs
angel;ﬁh(l'thé;é‘cntehce‘?of.‘}hé“;_':I,ordjliag"‘jnSt
the impenitent,. ¢ Depart, ¥ d, “into
everlasting fire, prepaed for !

his angelst? ; i
" But where; during” this~awfu -transactiony
during the ‘solemn silence; and the' general
« hush of feeling’? which may" be conceived
to succeed it 3 where is the ‘despised ‘indivi-
dual on whom the fattered, _but “criminal
greai-perhaps trampled in his path to victory
Sndtenown? . If he was a believer in Christ
if he was the lowly, simple, affectionate,
obedient disciple: of the cross; if, from his
pallet of straw, he was accustomed to lift the
prayer of faith and love to the throne of com-
passion : his trials and his sorrows are over;
he is accepted in the Beloved 5 he takes his
lace amidst the dominions ana principalities
of heaven he drinks of the living fountains
of waler, and triumphs in the presence of God
through all eternity. Even upon earth the
voice of the Redeemer had often gently whis-
pered to his aching heart, ¢ I go'to prepare a
place for you ;”’ and now he actually sees that
place, and the gracious Master who prepared
it, and enters for ever into the joy of his
Lord. N
In how important a point of view, my
Christian brethren, do considetations such as
these place the principles and duties of re-
jgion! ¢« 1 die duily,’ is the Janguage of St.
Paul. And the real wisdom of every man is,
in thought, to die every hour ; to bring death
close to him 4 to look {hrough the flimsy par-
tition which separates him from the world to
come ; to rehearse, in

the: chambers of the
mind, the judgmnent of the great day ; to look
anxiously 1o his state of preparation, to- the
foundation of his hopes, and to the security
of his happiness. God grant, that, when the
cry of t‘le last Advenf is heard, and when
the very dead shall stait from their graves,
all to whom 1am speaking may, in the con-
Gdence of holy trust in the merits and ' com-
passion of a Saviour, be enabled to ¢ liftup
their heads with joy,” because their ¢ re-
demption draweth “nigh 1’—Rev. J. W, Cun-
aingham, of Harrow. L
THE TEST OF PROFITABLE READING. '
The Rible is a- divine Encyclopmdia in
itsell. It contains history, the most authentic
and ancient, tracing back to the first creation
of our -world 3 and”prophecy, . the . most: im-
porlnnl»an\l;intc:cs!ing, 1 '

—_—

tracing fovward to it
final consummation ; journeys surpassing “all
others in-the marvellousness of their, adven-
tures, and the dignity of. their guide, for they
were narked by miracles ol every.-step; dand
in every. movement - directed by - God 3 the
‘travels of the most distingnished missionaries,
Ahe first preachers of the. Gospel i-and the
ilives of -the . most- illustrious personnges, Jin=
cluding the. biography .of the., Son " of .God 3
.elents more. wonderful: than _romance, ever

imagined 5 and ‘storics, more, fascinaling than

poetry and cloquence, )
“solid Largument’ ‘podels::of “virtuey:

‘attractive jand morins of wisdom,

of sound pl;,llo‘\:_orlgy,,vn_n;l
the -nost
the nost

profound-;  ferms of: prayery the: most

priate in every variely of spiritual experience ;-
and séngs of praise, that wonld not bé.un- -
worthy of an angel’s . tongne—precepts . of
.unparalicled importance; and parables of tn=""
rivalled beauty ; examples of consistent piety,
suited to every situation; and lesvons. - of
divine instruction, adapted toevery age!
But, above all, this blessed Book deserves
and demands your.peisevering and prayerful -
study, becanse’it reveals .the ‘only - way of
salvation, by testifying of . Him, who is the
only Saviour—who is Himself, the way,
the truth, and the life!”’ the Alpha  and
Omnega of a sinner’s hopes— the sum and sub-
stance of 2 sinner’s salvation ! This is lhe
only book, in which you are certain of finding
truth without any ~mixture of error—the
only one, which you are sure that the Holy
Spirit has indited by His infallible inspiration,
and whose devout perusal, engaged in with
prayer for His divine teaching, He has pro-
mised and pledged Himself to bless! Beware,
then, of substituting any style of religious
reading, however excellent in  itself; for the
perusal of the Word of God! 1If you do so,
that God, who is jealous of the honour of his
own word, will withhold His blessing from
the book, {were it even the most spiritual and
heavenly-minded ever compesed by unin-
spited man,) which is allowed to usurp, in.
your regard and study, the place which is
exclusively the prerogative of the oracles of
divine truth! Thbe consequence will be,
that, however you may be amused, you will
not be profited by such reading! Unaceom-
panied by the power of the Holy Spirit, it will
not communicate a single parlicle of spiritual
strength or refreshment to your soul. The light
that shines on the pages of the book, however
prilliant, will not warm ‘your heart with a
Saviour’s love ! No dew of divine grace
will distil from its leaves, however rich in
piety or genius, to revive your drooping soul.
Try. then, 1 would affectionately advise
you, the effect of all your religious reading by
the test I have proposed, what influence it
appears to exercise over your relish for the
reading of the Bible. - If you find a decided
increase in your taste for the study of this
blessed Book—if you feel it to be more pre-
cious to your soul—that your desire for it
is quickened, and your delightin it deepened ; -
then may you hope, that a blessing is resling
on whatever religious works you are studying,
when they are thus regarded, and valued only
as hardmaids to the word of Ged. But if

you find a contrary effect produced ;. that you
take up the religious’ work, “especially if it
be a work of . fiction, with- desire,. peruse. it
with:delight, and lay it down with regret, &
while you commence the “study’ of the Dille
with reluctance, continue-it with wearisor -
‘niéss and close’it witha fecling of satisfaction,
beciuse the task, which ‘conscience compelled
you to undertake, is finished, then, bie‘assi
your religious reading,
itself, or fascinating
tended with:the bless
to your own soul.—Rgv. ‘Huc 1
.. SCRIPTURAL EDUCATION.
\We, the undersigned [ncumbents and Curales
of the diocese of Ardagh, feel ourselves called .
ony at this peculiar crisis, publicly to:come
forward and declare our unammons sentiments
on the subject of national education.

As ministers of the National and Established
Church, we hold curselves bound, according
lo out irrevocable ordination vows, o be
ready always to instruct all to whom we can
have access in the word of God, contained in
the Old and New Testaments; and we can
never enter into a compromise with either the
Government, or any bedy constituted by it,
which would have the effect of restraining us,
at any time, or in any place, from the dis-
charge of this our bounden duty both to God
and man.

We would not force ourselves as teachers
on any, nor would we be parties in compel-
ling any to receive scriptural instruction,
however sinfully we must consider them to
act who reject it; neither would we en-
conrage children. to disobey their . parents,
But on the other hand, we can never formally
or by implication recognise the right of
parents over their children to make them dis-
obey the express command of - God (Deut.iv.;
9,103 vi. 7; and xi., 193) and ' we. can
never, in any way or degree, make ourselves
partakers of the sin of those who will thus set
their authority against' the authorily of the
Creat Father of us all. SEIERET
We, at the same time, deny that the ob=
jection to scriptural education comes originally
or really. from the. children’s’ parents. ~The
fact is too notorious to.be disputed, that it is
not - the ‘parent, but the priest, putliig him-
self in loco parentis, that is the objector, We
can declare that we have nevar kuown . 4n
instance, in_our,, parishes, of children beiny
withdrawn from onr scriptural schools on this
acconnt, in which the active and minoying
intetference of the priéstiwas-not direetly
discernible us its sole cause, and  the parents
have rarely yiclded until the extreme measure
was adopled, of threatened, of’ publicly .de-
nouncing them in the chapel, or of vefusing to
them ¢ the rites of the Chureh.? ™ -7 w0
“iThe question here being: the’ fundamental:
ong which lies between' the Roman and all.the.
Reformed Churches, viz., .shall. the. light of"
God?s word be free and aceessible to all God’s
creatures 7-it would  pldinly “be most incoti-:
sistent in’ us,” a8 Protestants’-and - Protestant-

ministers, to identify. ourselves .wvitht the

—

fancy ever sketched ;1 the finest specimens; of ]

‘Papal view of the question,’ und thus:hecome -
Ahe instruments of delivering over, the, chiliren

of the Romau Cuthelic population. o

bound, s it “were, hand und’ oot
Sower of (hose Wwhose' ifterest /it s

1ito:{the
them in darkness. ‘.
£ W are aceused of 0
ssitign. o Government 3

hut-this:

*Flo our inclinations a3 toour: pr
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