
THE FRENCH VILLAGE.

thin here and there a huge mound-the venerable Perfection$, ber complexion was or a dirker Olive
monument of departed ages-or a solitary tree of than the genjat sun of France confe on her bru-
stunted growth, shattered by the blast, and pining nettes; and ber skin was au srootb and shining a
alone in the gay desert. The prospect was bounded polisbed mahogany. Her whole household consist-
by a range of tall bluffs, which overlooked the prai- ed of herseif and a female negro servant A spa-
rie, covered at some points with groves of timber, cious garden, which aurrounded ber bouse, a ponys
and at others exhibiting their naked sides, or high, and a herd of cattie, cOustit in addition to her
bold peaks, to the eye of the beholder. Herds of persoual charms, ai tbe wealth of this amiable spin-
deer might be seen here at sunrise, slily retiring to ster. But witb these sbe was ricb, as they supplied
their coverts, after rioting away the night on the rich her table, witbout adding much to ber cares.
pasturage. Here the lowing kine lived, if not in Baptiste and Jeanette were the beai ofueighburri
clover, at least in something equally nutritious ; and He always rose at the dawn, and after llgbting his
here might be seen immense droves of French ponies pipe, sallied forth into the open air, wbere Jeanette
roaming untamed, the common stock of the village, usually made ber appearance at the amme Urne; for
ready to be reduced to servitude by any lady or gen- there was an emulation, of long standing, between
tlexuan who chose to taIte the trouble. tbemn, whicb sbautd be the earliest riser.

This little colony iras compoied partly of erni- "Bon jour! Mam'selle Jeanette," w s ie daily
grants frotn France, and partly of natives-nht In- salutatioao
dians, but boiia fi&e French, born in America, but ',.' Ah ! bon jour! bon jour!1 Monsieur Mensou,"
preserving tbeir language, their manners, and their wa soer daily reply.

a~olse mahogany Her wholeng household consistnertins

egid Then, as be gradually approximated the l sttie pal-
passed away ince their firct settoement. Here t gey ing which surrounded ber door, he hoped Mam'selle
Iived perfectly happy ; and relI tbey might ; for tbey ras We l this iarning, and she reiterated the knd
enjayed, to the full extent, those three bleapings on inquiry, but with increased ephsis. Then Mon-
wbicb the declaration of independence bas laid aa sieur inquired after Mameselle's pony, and Maml-
niuch stress-life, liberty, and tbe pursuit of happi- selle's cowj and ber gardenj and evrery thing apper-
nets. iavillagehadtaining to uer, rea, personal, and mixed; and she

If villaBno ather recommendation, it ap displayed a corresponditig iterest on aif the concerne
endeared ta my recollection as the birth-place and of Her kind naigwbour. These discussions Vere inutu-
residence of Monsieur Baptiste Menou, wbo iras ally beneliciap. If Ma selles catte amled, or If efr
one of its principal inhabitants wben 1 first visited PonY was auilty of any impropriety, o g able ta
it. He was a bachelor cf ftrty, a tal, lan , hard- adwise her as Mons. Baptiste ?-and if bis plants
featurcd personage, as etraight as a ramrod, and ai- drooped or his pauitry died, irbo sa akilful ini such
Most as thin, with stiff back bair, tunken cbeeks, matters, as Mam'selle Jeanette , Sometimes Bap
a complexion a tinge darker than tbe abarigines. tiste forgot bis pipe, in the superler interest cf the
gis person vas renarkably erect, hi countenance te-dUêc, and muet needs step in ta light it at Jean-
grave, his tait deliberate; and irben t ail this is ette's fire, wbich cause the gossip of the tillage ta
added an enorm us pair of sable whiskers, it i be say that he purpoaely aet bis pipe go out, li orer
admitted that Monsieur Baptiste was ne insignicant that he migt'himself go in. But he denie a isi
persan. He had many estimable qualities cf m; d and iudeed, befare offering te enter ttee dwelig of
and body, heful endearod him te his friendg, wose Mam'selle ou such oceasions, he usually solicntéd
respect das increased by the fact cf his laving been permission ta light bis pipe at Jeanette's parkln
a soldier and a traveller. eye-a compliment at which, altanugh tt baps boo

.Across the 3treet, immediately opposite ta Mons. repeated some scores cf times, Mam'selle never fail-
Baptiste, lired Mademoiselle Jeanette Duval, alady cd telaugh and curtesy5 witis greatgood humour sud,
irbo resembled hirn in smre respects, but in many good breodingr.
others, iras bis vcry antipode. Like him, abe was 0It cann be smpposed that a bachelor of sn mach
cheerful, and happy, and single but, unlike him, discerynent could long remain insesible t the ga-
she mas brisk, and fat, and plump. Monsieur wats laxy of charmu atie centred in te persn of Mam'-
the very pink cf gravity; Mademoiselle was blessed selle Jeanetter; and, acaordingly, it was eur-tly
With a goodly portion thereof-but bers mas speci- reported tbat a courtship of sme ten yeurse stand-
fic gravit7 , lier hair mas darIt, but ber beart itas ing bad been elily condctad on bis part, and as ceu-
light; and ber eyes, tough black, mme as brilliant ningly eluded on bora. It rst nt averred that Bp-
a pair cf orbi as ever beamed upon the dreary so- tiste bad actualy gone the farfut leugth of offering
tude cf a bachlor's beart. Jeanette' heels mere as bis baud, or that Jeaanette had beek h0 imprudent 
ligbt as ber oart, and ber tangue as active as ber tn discourage, far less rejet, a loyer Of sucb res«
meels; sa that, uotwithstanding ber rotundity, sbe poctable prteusions. But there s thougt to ex-
*as as brik a Frenchrtan as ever frisked ist a strog haukering on tie pan cf the gentleman,
throug the ma . et a c wtillion. To sAm p ber wbicb the lady anaged s skil s te keep hi
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