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sick kits and giity barons, te found on the tables of some who are intelligent,tubr nitubdin their coilins,; and antique and in othier rectfs, s4crupuitlously moral ; and
and1i ideas, as; subjects for the antiquarian; that they are extensi-iveýly re:ul elsewherie, maty bc

andsuberD romantic legend, asumed, from the number and variety which aro
for nursery niaids and old women. appearing. No one but the " Scarcher of ail

he novelists who, we may say, compose what hearts," will be able to tell the evil they have in-
lnY be called the Tragic School, muay bo divided flicted, and will inflict upon society; for-like that
uto two casses; one of which aims to make mysterious poison ofthe Borgias-the premonitory

of crime, and the other, to palliate sen- symptoms are various, and years may elapse be-
ty. A few of the first class, like Mfr. Ains- fore the effect presents itself. But th'ough it may

horth are satisfied with niaking, occasionally, a bc uncertain when the effect may corne, it
Of a pickpocket, a burglar, or a highwayman, is certain that it will corne, unless prompt
the remainder go a step further, and regu- counteracting precautions are employed; for it is

' f*ailiarise the public with the scenes and as unreasonable to expect, that the hand can
pants of the principal purlieus of Europe. meddle with pitch without defilement, as to sup-
y bring their readers anong gamblers and pose that immoral novels can be read without

%t erers, forgers and highwaymcn, and they in injury. It is doubtless nccessary that a youth,
et tlem in the secrets of their occupations, the when approaching manhood, should be, in a cer-

theULiarities of their residences, and a narration of tain degree, made acquainted with the depraved

tir exploits. The more horrifying the cases, character of certain .classes in society, but thereo 1 0re disgusting the circumstances, the more are far better sources. than these novels, through
l¼inently (1o these authors bring them for- which sucli information may be conveyed.

Soine parente have actually said, " they We now wish to make a few observations upon
el not discover anything criminal in such. the secdnd class, whose chief, aim seems to be, to

and conscquently they did not consider palliate sensuality. We are thankful that few,
t l justified in withholding them from if any, of such writers, can claim the English

ildr immoral Why, what cn language as their vernacular. The most of those
ore so tian descriptions of the worst. of with whom we are acquainted are French. They

ti nal, and pictures of loathsome dens of vice! endeavor to strike a blow at the very basis of mo-
numoral ? Why we woud rather see a vo- rality. They indirectly advocate the abolition of
of Paul de Kock's enter a family, because ita ail moral restraint. They recommend the adop-
ced obscenity would secure immediate con- tion of the worst featurs of socialism, without

t ent ta the fire, while the poison of the any of its redeeming characteristics. They wouÌd
oud be rarely discovered, urtil a portion destroy all that we hold to be dear. They would

en imbibed. Would these parents lead i desecrato with impunity, what we esteem to bc
rChihl through the dens of vice in New sacred. Domestic charms, and conjugal faithful-

r St. Giles in IAndon, or the cellars in e ness, filial affection, and parental. virtue, are in
sand describe to the the habits and the their eyes matters of little moment. They would

r of the inmatest-" Nol" would b the - establish a new order of things, which would intro-of every Christian parent. But they do duce socialism for govenment, unbounded licen-
who allow their children to read the des- j tiousness for morality, and a species of infideIity for

cP <>1i of such places as are to be found in religion. A system which calls property, " theft,"
ltth WOrks of fiction. If youth must sec vice, which would recognize no check upon the most

ee it in its nakedness, and unless en- debased mind, and inculcates doctrines subversive
ith uncommonly bad propensities, they of ail religion. It is n wonder that the spot

q hri< from it with disgust. But in some which gives birth to suc roductions, and where
Pages of Sue, Dumas, and Ainsworth, they are perused with applause, is so much
e ot of those of Reynolds, Soulie, and tainted with immorality, and the "Most licentious

tsac, ad hoc genus omne, crime is repre- city in Europe. It is no Wonder that the churches
n a couleur de rose, the criminal is decked of Paris are rarely frequented by any but aged

in CPies of heroism, and the hideous features women and young childrre : that its citizens are
4 character are partially, if not wholly,hidby held to b unifit for republican institutions;

atic mnner in which they are portrayed. and that every third inhabitant is supposed to be
With af all, we cannot even console ourselves illegitimate This is not supprising, when we re-
4 lPDe, that these works are only read by member, that there Jules Janin says licentious-

-ou5, for they are, unfortunately, to bo nes is no vice; there Georges Sand contends that


